
Obituary of Edward H. Pettengill, M.D.
By E. S. Allbee, M. D., Bellows Falls, VT 

Edward H. Pettengill, M. D., son of Jonathan and Sally Barrett Pettengill, was 
born May 14, 1837, in Grafton, Vermont, where his boyhood was spent 
working on the family farm and attending the common schools of the town. 
Later he entered Middlebury College, which he left to enlist as Hospital 
Steward in the 16th Vermont Regiment, August 24, 1862.

After his return from the army he commenced the study of medicine with Dr. 
Daniel Campbell of Saxton's River, and then entered the Harvard Medical 
School, from which he graduated in 1866. He took post-graduate courses at 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York and at the University of 
Vermont. He began practice in Saxton's River where he remained until his 
death February 8, 1900. In 1868 Dr. Pettengill married Rhoda Jane Wilder of 
Keene, N. H., who, with two sons and three daughters, survive him.

Dr. Pettingill was a man whose cordiality, sincerity and faithful performance of 
all duty won love and respect from those who knew him. He was devoted to 
his profession and, believing that a doctor never ceases to be a student, he 
was a very regular attendant at the meetings of the local medical society as 
well as of the state and national societies, of which he was a member. He 
was a physician who, I think, took as great an interest in his patients as 
anyone whom I know. The weather was never so bad or the roads so rough 
as to prevent his making his visits. Many a time, when a case was especially 
severe, although he much needed rest after a hard day's work, I have known 
of his driving five or six miles and remaining all night to be ready for any 
emergency that might arise. One of the hardest trials for him during his last 
illness was having to refuse to answer the calls of his old friends and patients. 
However, with all his love for his profession, he found some time to devote to 
the welfare of the town and all public improvements. The church to which he 
belonged and the village schools received a large share of his attention. He 
held several state and town offices; he was a trustee of the Public Library, 
Superintendent of Schools, Health Officer, State Supervisor of the Insane, 
and Pension Examiner for fourteen years.

Source: Vermont State Medical Society Transactions
Google free ebooks
http://books.google.com/books?id=XkygAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA169&lpg=PA169
&dq=E.+S.+Allbee,+M.+D.,+Bellows+Falls,+VT&source=bl&ots=5EvIDRv3qi
&sig=-QkhW1KbS5urH1wAj29Fkzz-NGA&hl=en&sa=X&ei=NABOU-
bfHoaVyATgwIGACw&ved=0CCkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=E.%20S.%20All
bee%2C%20M.%20D.%2C%20Bellows%20Falls%2C%20VT&f=false



Rhoda Jane Wilder of Keene,NH



Edward Henry Pettengill
His parents, siblings, wife and their children

Dr. Pettengill applied for Civil War pension benefits 24 July 1890. His wife Rhoda applied
For spousal benefits on 19 October 1900.



This is Samuel Barrett Pettengill, brother of Edward Henry Pettengill

Samuel also served in the Civil War. I believe he was a member of a Rhode
Island infantry

Susan H. Clagett and her husband Samuel B Pettengill
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