
ADJUTANT ^ INSPECTOR GENERALS.

CAPTAIN H. HENRY BAXTER,

of Rutland.

Elected Adjutant and Inspector-General of Vermont with

rank of Brigadier-General, in 1859, which position he held at the

breaking out of the war. On the 19th of April, 1861, he called

a meeting of the officers of the State Militia, at Burlington, and
designated ten companies of the same as the First Regiment of

Vermont Volunteer Infantry, with instructions to enlist recruits

at once, and discharge such men as were unwilling to leave home
for the war. On April 27. he issued an order, directing the

regiment to hold itself in readiness to march to the rendezvous

on twenty-four hours notice. He put the regiment into camp
at Rutland on the 2d day of May, and sent them to the field the

9th day of May, riding at the head of the regiment with its

Colonel, John W. Phelps, through New York City. In addition

to the First Regiment, the Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth

Regiments of Infantry were sent to the field under his efficient

management. He was relieved in the fall of 1S61 by Lieut.

-

Col. Peter T. Washburn.

PETER T. WASHBURN,
of Woodstock, I't.

Commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel First Vermont regiment

(three months) ; mustered into the L'nited States service May
9, 1861 ; mustered out August 15, 1S61. Commanded the First

regiment during nearly all of its term of service at Fortress

Monroe and Newport News. Va.

Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn left Newport News June 10,

1S61, with a battalion of five companies of the First Vermont,

and five companies of the Fourth Massachusetts, and was pres-

ent in action at the first battle of the war at Big Bethel, Va.

While the result of the expedition was unsuccessful, the

troops in command of Colonel Washburn made the only for-

midable assault upon the enemy's works, as the}- went to the

top of the same and poured in so violent and continuous a fire

of musketry for some twenty minutes that hardly a man of the

enemy ventured to show his head above the works. Colonel

Washburn did not retire from this position until he received

orders to do so, and then performed the movement in a slow

and deliberate manner, calling together his men and marching

to his original position in line. Colonel Washburn continued

in command of the First regiment until they were mustered out

of the United States service.

In October, 1S61, he was elected Adjutant and Inspector-

General of Vermont, with rank of Brigadier-General, and con-

tinued in that office by consecutive annual elections until the

close of the war. In this position he was equal to all the emer-

gencies of the great war then in progress, and his efficient ser-

vice to Vermont troops in the field, and to the people at home,

will long be remembered.

During General Washburn's term of office the Sixth, Seventh,

Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh. Twelfth, Thirteenth, Four-

teenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth and Seventeenth regiments of in-

fantry, the First Vermont Cavalry, the First, Second and Third

batteries of light artillery, and the First and Second com-
panies of sharpshooters were sent to the field.

The details of his office were most carefully kept, and his

annual reports were among the best of any State in the Union.

General Washburn was elected governor of the State of Ver-

mont in September, 1S69 (turning over the office of Adjutant

and Inspector-General to Brevet Major-General William Wells,

who, after four years of gallant and faithful service in the field,

proved a most efficient successor to General Washburn.) Gen-
eral Wells was succeeded by General James S. Peck, who had
served through the war as adjutant of the Thirteenth and major

of the Seventeenth regiments, and like his predecessor, was a

most gallant and accomplished officer, thoroughly fitted for this

position, the duties of which he performed with credit to himself

and State until 1SS1, when he was succeeded by the present in-

cumbent.

744



QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

GEORGE F. DAVIS,

of Cavendish, Vl.

Elected Quartermaster-General State of Vermont, in 1S57,

with rank of Brigadier-General, filling the office for seven years,

during which time the War of the Rebellion broke out. Gener-

al Davis equipped and sent into the field the First, Second,

Third,. Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth,

Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth. Fifteenth, Sixteenth

aud Seventeenth Regiments, Vermont Volunteer Infantry.

It is a matter of record that the troops from no other State were

sent into the field better armed and equipped or in better con-

dition in every way than those from the Green Mountain State.

During his administration General Davis frequently went to

the front to look after and care for the sick and wounded, and

to do anything in his power for their comfort. The Marine

hospital at Burlington was turned over to the State and general

government in May, 1862; the arrangement of which was in

charge of General Davis, as were also the hospital buildings at

Brattleboro. In 1864 he erected the "hospital and other build-

ings at Montpelier. From the commencement to the end of

his administration, Quartermaster-General Davis was a most

patriotic and zealous officer, whose heart was thoroughly in ac-

cord with the government in putting down the rebellion. General

Davis was relieved from his duties as Quartermaster-Gener-

al by Col. Perley P. Pitkin, Quartermaster U. S. Volunteers,

then in charge of the Depot of Supplies for the Army of the

Potomac, at City Point, Va. Colonel Pitkin was elected Quar-

termaster-General of the State of Vermont, with rank of Briga-

dier-General, in November, 1864, soon after the St. Albans raid.

In this office he performed all the duties with fidelity and zeal,

and his executive abilities found ample scope. He was busily

engaged :n the winter of 1864 in the equipment of a Division of

twelve regiments of infantry, a battalion of cavalry, and three

light batteries of Vermont militia, authorized by the General

Assembly of Vermont, for service on the frontier, in case of

emergency. In the fall of 1869, he was succeeded by Q. M.-Gen.

William W. Lynde, (Captain 8th Vermont), of Marlboro, who

in turn was succeeded in 1872 by Q. M.-Gen. Levi G. Kings-

ley, (Major 12th Vermont), who held the position for ten

years, and was one of the most efficient officers the State has

ever had : bis interest in the welfare of the National Guard of

Vermont will long be remembered. General Kingsley was suc-

ceeded by Quartermaster-General Horace K. Ide, (Bvt. Major

1st Vermont Cavalry), of St. Johnsbury, who in 1884, was suc-

ceeded by Quartermaster-General William H. Gilmore, (Quarter-

master-Sergeant Sth Vermont), of Fairlee, under whose efficient

management the duties oi this office are at Dresent in charge.
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SURGEON-GENERAL.

SAMUEL WHITE THAYER,

of Burlington, VI.

Prior to the breaking out of the Civil War the office of Sur-

geon-General had never existed in Vermont. In the absence of

any law providing for such an officer, a State Iioard of Medical

Examiners was established in 1861 by Governor Fairbanks, of

which Dr. Samuel W. Thayer, of Burlington, was appointed

chairman. One of the principal duties of the Board was the

securing of competent medical officers for the Vermont regi-

ments. To this was soon added that of properly caring for the

hundreds of sick and wounded men who were sent home from

the front for treatment. The execution of this most important

work largely devolved upon Dr. Tha\er, and brought into requi-

sition his superior skill as an organizer, and exemplified his cus-

tomary energy and industry. He established and brought into

working order the military hospitals at Burlington, Brattleboro

and Montpelier, and was for a considerable time in charge of

the one at Burlington. In addition to the exacting and arduous

duties performed by him within the State, he organized a corps

of volunteer or emergency surgeons, with whom he went to the

front on several occasions, after great battles had been fought,

and the regular medical staff was inadequate to the prompt and

proper care of the vast numbeis of wounded. His efficient ser-

vice in the field hospitals, where his skill as a surgeon was of

great assistance, was highly appreciated. He was appointed an

Assistant Surgeon in the United States Army by President

Linco'n. and was brevetted Capt. U. S. Vols. The State Legis-

lature having created the office of Surgeon-General, with the rank

of Brigadier-General, Governor Smith at once appointed Dr.

Thayer to the position as a partial recognition of his valuable

services to the State. He was commissioned November 22,

1864, and again October 24, 1866.
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