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VERMONT was peculiarly fortunate at the period immedi-
ately preceding, and during the War of the Rebellion,

in having as Governors and commanders-in-chief of her forces

men of great executive ability and unflinching patriotism, who
could foresee the impending struggle between freedom and

slavery with a clear appreciation of the magnitude of the con-

flict, men who could arouse public sentiment, and impress

others with their own earnestness and determination to main-

tain both the honor of their State and the integrity of the

Union. So much credit is due the men who safely guided the

ship of State during that momentous period, that a record of

the Vermont troops would be incomplete without the brief men-

tion of her "War Governors," here given in the order of their

terms of service.

ERASTUS FAIRBANKS.

Erastus Fairbanks, of St. Johnsbury, was chosen governor of

Vermont for a second time in 1S60, having previously served as

its chief magistrate in 1852. His accession to office was during

the incipient stages of the rebellion, when a man of great wis-

dom and experience was required for the position ; and no man

could have been selected better fitted for the trying and arduous

work to be done. The firm of which he was senior member

held large amounts of property in the South, and war would

ensure its destruction, while peace would inure to his pecuniary-

benefit. But personal interests were not regarded by him when

weighed against the cause of the Union, and the liberty and

prosperity of the people ; and he threw all his energies into the

struggle for the preservation of the integrity and unity of the

Nation. Day and night found him toiling ceaselessly to raise

troops in a State where, three months previously, not even a

knapsack could have been found. Success crowned his efforts,

and regiment after regiment of " Green Mountain Boys" were

sent forward to the seat of war.

No sooner had Fort Sumter been fired upon than he sum-

moned his official advisers, and the best minds in the State, to

his aid. The Legislature was convened in extra session and it

placed a million dollars a,t his disposal for the preservation of

the Government. No check was placed upon the expenditure

of that sum, and his own prudent judgment was the only guide

in its disbursement. Throughout his entire period of service

Governor Fairbanks labored with untiring zeal, and with utter

disregard of his private interests, for the welfare of his State and
Nation. His services were given gratuitously, and the salary to

which he was entitled as Governor was never drawn from the

Treasury, but remains therein as a perpetual memento of his

love to the Commonwealth whose interests were always placed

before his own. During his term of office the First, Second,

Third. Fourth and Fifth regiments of Vermont Volunteers were
organized and sent to the front.

FREDERICK HOLBROOK.
Governor Fairbanks was succeeded in the fall of 1861 by

Frederick Holbrook, of Brattleboro. He assumed the duties of
the office at the darkest and most momentous period of our
National history. The fate of the Nation hung trembling in the
balance, and timid croakers and sympathizers with disloyalty

were doing their utmost to embarrass the situation. But the
heart and hope of Governor Holbrook never failed. His words
of cheer and prophetic utterances strengthened the soul of the
heroic Lincoln, and bore true prophecy of defeat to the enemies
of civil and religious libertv.

Inspired by his stirring words, over twenty thousand patriotic

soldiers, including two of his own sons, went forth from the
green hillsides of Vermont to cement the stones of our great

temple of National unity with their blood. Under his adminis-
tration the regiments already in the field were kept filled with

recruits, and the Sixth. Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth,
Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth and Six-
teenth regiments of infantry, the First regiment of cavalry, three
batteries of light artillery and three companies of sharpshooters
were added to their number.

It was at Governor Holbrook's suggestion, and upon a docu-
ment prepared and signed by him, and subsequently signed or
approved by most of the Governors of the other loyal States,

that President Lincoln issued his memorable call for three hun-
dred thonsand men shortly after the seven days' battle.

JOHN GREGORY SMITH.

Governor Holbrook was succeeded in 1863 by John Gregory
Smith, of St. Albans, who was excelled by none of the loyal War
Governors in energy and executive force. He was frequently

called to Washington to confer with President Lincoln and
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Secretary Stanton, by whom his counsel on matters pertaining

to the war was highly esteemed. He often visited the troops
at the front to look after the interests of the Vermont regiments,

especially after great battles had been fought, and there were
thousands of disabled men to be cared for. After the great
battle of the Wilderness he went to Fredericksburg, Va., order-

ing thither, at the same time, a dozen of the best surgeons in

Vermont, and personally superintended the care of hundreds of

wounded Vermonters, who, thanks to his energy arid devotion,

received better treatment than most of the troops of other

States. His kindly face and cheerful voice were familiar to the

wounded soldiers who became inmates of Union hospitals in

1863 and 1864, and many were the messages he carried from the

sick and dying to their loved ones in Vermont.

When the Northern frontier was in danger fiom Southern
refugees in Canada, after the St. Albans raid, he was summoned
to Washington by President Lincoln, and as a result of the con-

ference then held, he immediately raised twelve regiments of

militia which were armed by the general government for the de-

fense of the frontier. This action was regarded at the time as

most important to the Union cause, saving the withdrawal of

troops from the armies in the field to perform the services ren-

dered by the militia. During Governor Smith's administration,

the old regiments, whose term of service had expired, were

veteranized and kept filled up by new enlistments, and the

Seventeenth regiment was organized and added to those already

in the field.

At the close of the war, the Vermont troops were reviewed at

Bailey's Cross Roads, Va., by Governor Smith. On this occa-

sion the Division had between four and five thousand men
under command of Bvt. Maj.-Gen. Lewis A. Grant, with Bvt.

Brig.-Gen. George P. Foster, (Colonel Fourth Regiment), and

Col. John B. Mead, (of the Eighth Regiment), commanding
the Brigades, and Col. Josiah Hall, (First Vermont Cavalry),

commanding the Cavalry. Governor Smith was accompanied

by Adjutant-General Washburn, Quartermaster-General Pitkin,

and Surgeon-General Thayer of his Staff, also by Bvt. Maj.-

Gen. William Wells, Brig -Gen. James M. Warner, with

their Staffs, and prominent Vermonters and leading officials in

Washington. The great business ability of Governor Smith en-

abled the Vermont soldiers to be speedily mustered out and re-

turned to their homes, and the accounts of the State with the

general government, promptly and satisfactorily adjusted.


