
 

Andrew Jackson Child came from an almost picture-perfect New England country upper class             
family. Born with a silver spoon in his mouth and a distinguished old East Coast family pedigree                 
in his breast pocket, he couldn’t have been anything but successful at whatever he chose to do.                 
His blue-blooded family would have accepted nothing less than stellar achievement from him or              
any other male child in the clan. Education was a top priority to the Childs. In fact, it was said of                     
Andrew’s grandfather, Samuel Child, that he was the best educated man in Weybridge, Vermont              
in the 1790s. The family as a whole exhibited a strong and well directed work ethic coupled with                  
a high degree of ambition which was the key to the personal successes of every male born into                  
the fold. Not only were most of the Child sons blessed with financial success in life, but also they                   
were equally gifted with highly energetic and committed wives who, in their own right, set high                
standards of conduct and accomplishment in the community. Generosity for the less fortunate             
and a strong sense of civic responsibility ran through the early paternal leaders of the Childs                
which endeared them to their neighbors. All of the Childs maintained a regular affiliation with               
their churches and were staunch supporters of the Republican platform. Refinement and culture,             
especially music, was a common thread woven indelibly into the fabric of every Child              
household. 

 

Into such an idyllic environment Andrew Jackson Child was born on February 7, 1836 in Panton,                
Vermont, the second son of twelve children in the Child family.[1] His father was John Child                
(1796-1872) and his mother was Abigail Wright (1808-1843). John was born in Weybridge,             
Vermont on December 8, 1796. Abigail was also a native of the burgeoning frontier village of                
Weybridge. She and John were married there in 1826 when she was seventeen. Her husband was                
thirty, almost twice her age. Fourteen of their seventeen years of marriage would be spent living                
in Panton, Vermont. They moved to Weybridge on May 7, 1840. Abigail would be mother to                
John’s first eight children. The young woman was ambitious, strong of character, amiable of              
disposition and possessed of keen executive ability; an ideal mate for her business-minded             
husband. As a gentleman farmer, John had accumulated a large amount of property which grew               
even larger under his careful and wise management. During his later years, he developed an               
intense interest in fishing. He was a true Republican by choice and filled most town offices at                 
various times. He was a member of the Vermont Assembly in 1852-53. He gave generously to                
support the church and other benevolent projects, contributing largely for the erection of the              
Methodist-Episcopal Church in Weybridge.[2]  

 

Between 1827 and 1843, Abigail would bear eight children to John. Their first child was a                
daughter named Julia Abigail (1827-1843). The first son born to the couple was John Adams               
(1829-1893). He was followed by two more daughters: Louisa Melissa (1831-1846) and Esther             
Mary (1833-1847). Then came Andrew (1836-1913). Another daughter came after Andrew, a            
sister named Harriet Hannah (1838-1932). Daniel Wright (1840-1919) was the last son born to              
Abigail and John and he was the first child born in Weybridge rather than Panton, Vermont. The                 
eighth, and final child, born to Abigail was given the same name as their first-born daughter –                 
Julia Abigail (1843-1847).[3] There was a reason for naming the last daughter after the first one.                
Abigail gave birth to her last child on February 20, 1843. She was in a weakened condition not                  
only from just having given birth to baby number eight, but she had been pregnant almost                



continually since her marriage in 1826 with the seven others. Then, apparently, an epidemic of               
disease swept through the Weybridge area around July of 1843. Abigail and her daughter, Julia,               
both contracted it and died a week apart; Abigail on the 22nd of July and her daughter about a                   
week later.[4] So the family gave the newborn the oldest daughter’s name after burying both the                
mother and sister. This left John with his grief and a house full of young ones to mourn the loss                    
of their mother. 

 

There was little time, nor room, for sentiment in John’s predicament. There was a huge hole torn                 
in the family fabric and a key spot at the dinner table left empty. John did not have the luxury of                     
time to ponder what to do to remedy the situation. The following year, 1844, John remarried. His                 
new bride, and the children’s new step-mother, was also a widow. Her name was Mahala Briggs                
Pratt (1814-1887). She had been married to Elisha R. Pratt (1802-1842) who had died suddenly               
in Weybridge about August 3, 1842 at the age of forty. Mahala brought a daughter with her from                  
her previous marriage named Mary Ellen. Mahala hailed from Rochester, Vermont where she             
was born August 17, 1814. She was the daughter of Apollos Briggs (1778-1834) and Stella Ware                
(1784-1874).[5] As per the norm for the women of the Child clan, she, too, turned out to be a                   
remarkable woman for she earned the highest of reviews from her oldest step-son, John Adams               
Child when he described her as “a woman of fine presence and large benevolence. She combined                
the rare traits of character which fitted her to fill the difficult and responsible position of                
step-mother, to a large family in such a way as to make her respected and beloved by the whole                   
circle.”[6] Many step-mothers through-out the ages would have given their right arm for such              
glowing praise from another man or woman’s child. But being in the arms of a caring and loved                  
step-mother was not enough to ward off the tragedies that life sometimes handed to people.               
Despite the favored status of the Child family in the eyes and minds of the community at large,                  
they were not immune to devastating hardships. 

 

Beginning with the epidemic in 1843 that took two of the Child female family, others,               
particularly the young ladies of the clan seemed to be marked like Cain. The curse began with                 
the deaths of Abigail and her oldest daughter, Julia Abigail, in July of 1843. The sickness took                 
the mother who was only thirty-five and the eldest daughter, who was only sixteen. Between               
1843 and 1847, three more of Abigail’s young daughters died: Louisa Melissa in 1846; Esther               
Mary in 1847; and then the second child bearing the name Julia Abigail also in 1847. Mahala and                  
John had three boys of their own during their marriage: Samuel Ebenezer (1846-1847); Samuel              
Pratt (1849-1857); and George Edward (1851-1924). Samuel Ebenezer was only one year old             
when he died in 1847. Mary Ellen, Mahala’s daughter by her first marriage, died at eleven in                 
1848. And Samuel Pratt only made it to his eighth birthday before dying in 1857.[7] The rate of                  
death in this family was unbelievable. Out of fourteen total members, eight of them died               
prematurely; seven of those before they reached the age of majority. This much respected and               
admired Weybridge family certainly had its strength and faith sorely tested during the decade of               
the 1840s. 

 

By 1850, the Dark Angel seemed to have moved away from the front door of the Child’s home,                  
and happier, more relaxed times returned. Andrew, now fourteen, was a young man enjoying the               



fruits of his father’s labors no doubt (his father’s farm was valued at $15,000 - $264,150 today).                 
His older brother, John Adams, was twenty-one and still living at home, learning how to become                
a gentleman farmer like his father. Andrew, Harriette and Daniel were primarily occupied getting              
their education at the local schools. Samuel was only one year old in 1850, so his job was to keep                    
the women in the house busy. And there was plenty of hired help around the farm. John had a                   
hired man, twenty-three year old, James Child, from New Hampshire on the payroll. It was not                
known if there was any familial relationship between him and John. In addition, there were two                
Canadian domestic workers in the household to help with the maintenance of the home. They               
appeared to be sisters; Isabel and Ann Harper, twenty-four and twenty-one respectively.[8]            

Presumably they were there to assist Mahala with household chores. I am sure, both John Adams                
and Andrew Jackson, were delighted to have the two young women as members of the               
household.  

 

On the brink of the American Civil War in 1860, the Child farm in the Weybridge Lower Falls                  
part of town had been built into a small empire worth more than $20,000. John’s personal                
property added another $3,000 to the estate value. Andrew was listed as a “farmer” on the 1860                 
U.S. Federal Census, the same as his father. He was still living at home with his parents, but had                   
spent some time attending college at the New York Collegiate Institute at Fort Edward, New               
York.[9] Older brother John Adams had disappeared from the nest. Andrew’s youngest brother,             
Daniel Wright, and his half-brother, George Edward, were still living at home. There were three               
other household members, all hired help. There was fourteen year old Brigg Whitman, seventeen              
year old Craven Paro and eighteen year old Clara Boyett living with the Childs. The latter two                 
individuals were from Canada.[10]  

 

They say a young man’s fancy turns to love in the Spring of the year. Andrew must have been                   
smitten real hard in 1862. On June 1 of that year, he married a young woman by the name of                    
Mary Eliza, “Lizzie” for short, Burt (1835-1916). She was the daughter of Henry Boynton and               
Edna Burt and was born in Ticonderoga, New York on October 5, 1835.[11] The couple were                
married in Weybridge. Three months later, with his wedding vows still ringing in his ears,               
Andrew Jackson Child submitted himself to another ceremony in which he made another pledge              
similar to his June 1st one – but this one to a far more demanding and spartan task master than a                     
wife could ever be – the United States Army! On August 30, 1862, the somewhat brazen                
newlywed, twenty-six years of age, standing six feet one inch tall with a light complexion, and                
dark eyes and hair stood before Captain Rich in Middlebury, Vermont and promised to obey his                
superiors in Company E of the newly formed Fourteenth Vermont Regiment for the next nine               
months.[12] Volunteer Child reported to Brattleboro, Vermont on October 21, 1862 as a Second              
Lieutenant, a rank obviously given him due to his age and education.[13] There, he and the other                 
volunteers were officially mustered-in the service. 

 

The Fourteenth Vermont only existed for a short time (they were "Nine Months" men), but they                
saw hard service during their term of enlistment. At first, the Regiment was attached to those                
units making up the defenses around Washington, D.C. After December 11, 1862, the Fourteenth              
was placed on guard duty in and around Fairfax Court House where it was engaged in the repulse                  



of Jeb Stuart's cavalry raid. From March to June, 1863, the Vermonters were stationed at Wolf                
Run Shoals along with other Vermont troops to guard the vital river ford on the Occoquan River.                 
On the 25th of June, the Fourteenth was attached to the Third Division of the First Corps and                  
began its march northward towards Gettysburg. It was a grueling march sometimes covering             
twenty miles a day for consecutive days at a time. Over two hundred of the Regiment were                 
forced to drop out before ever reaching Gettysburg because they could not keep up the pace. The                 
Fourteenth arrived at Gettysburg too late to take part in the first day's action. It bivouacked in a                  
wheat field to the left of Cemetery Ridge. Late on the second day, the Regiment was called into                  
action to help the Thirteenth Vermont repel an attack by General A.P. Hill on the left center of                  
the Union line. After the tremendous opening cannonade of July 3, during which several men of                
the Fourteenth were killed by an explosion of a battery caisson, the left flank of Pickett's long                 
grey line could be seen advancing towards the concealed Vermonters. At less than one hundred               
yards distance from the enemy, the men of the Fourteenth rose at command and delivered a                
devastating volley into the Confederate columns. The Thirteenth and Sixteenth changed fronts            
and added their fire to that of the Fourteenth. The result was that Pickett's right wing was caught                  
and crushed. After the main charge was halted and Pickett's divisions were streaming back              
towards Seminary Ridge, four companies of the Fourteenth, A, F, D, and I, captured most of                
Confederate General Wilcox's Brigade as prisoners. This independent action taken by the            
Vermont troops, including Charles W. Spaulding, was credited by the Union high command as              
being crucial to the turning of Pickett's Charge. The Fourteenth was also part of the Union's                
pursuit of Lee's forces following the three day battle. It was during this pursuit that, on July 18,                  
1863, the Fourteenth was released and sent home. The Fourteenth was mustered-out on July 30,               
1863.[14]  

 

From his compiled service records, Lieutenant Child seemed to have had a rather bland nine               
month tour of duty. From the time of his being mustered-in on October 21, 1862 until the end of                   
February, 1863, Second Lieutenant Child was present with his Company E, Fourteenth Vermont             
unit. He was at Occoquan Creek on picket duty and was at Fairfax Court House to defend it                  
against attack from Confederate JEB Stuart in December of 1863. Fairfax is where the              
Fourteenth made its winter quarters as it awaited the coming of spring and the next campaign                
season.[15] Along about February 24, Lieutenant Child requested a “leave of absence to visit              
home on important private business for seven days”.[16] The nature of this “private business” was               
never discovered and nothing appeared in Child’s military records to explain what might have              
been the cause of such an emergency. Apparently, it was not of monumental proportions since he                
only had a week to get to Vermont, take care of business and return to his post in Virginia. And,                    
in fact, he was back at his duty station before April 11 when a special muster roll was taken.[17]                   

From March to late June, the Lieutenant and his command where patrolling the banks and fords                
along Occoquan Creek at Wolf Run Shoals and Union Mills. Sometime in June, before orders               
were received to march to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, Lieutenant Child became sick and was sent              
to Georgetown where he was admitted to the Officers Hospital, also known as Seminary              
Hospital. This general hospital was a former female seminary attached to the rear of the Union                
Hotel in Georgetown, a suburb of Washington, D.C. before the war. Due to the rising number of                 
casualties created by the War of Rebellion, the need for additional hospitals had become more               
and more urgent. The Government sought every available building it could find suitable for              
conversion into space to house patients. The female seminary as well as the hotel it was attached                 



to was “appropriated” for such use in the Fall of 1862.[18] On September 15, 1862, the Daily                 
National Republican reported “by a recent order, [the hospital] has been set apart for wounded               
and sick officers.” Lieutenant Child was admitted to this Officers Hospital where he was              
attended to by volunteers from the Manchester Relief Association while the men of the              
Fourteenth Vermont were playing a crucial role in stopping Pickett’s Charge on the battlefield of               
Gettysburg.[19] He missed the one and only glorious event the Regiment was part of for the whole                 
war. That must have been a terrible disappointment for an officer with such inherent ambition for                
achievement. By the end of July, he apparently was well enough to be mustered-out with his                
Regiment on July 30, 1863.[20] 

 

So, after nine months of almost perfectly ideal term of service in the military, Andrew returned                
to civilian life, home and hearth. But the young man’s eyes had seen new sights; he had been                  
taken to new places he hadn’t known existed before. He had learned that there were opportunities                
far beyond what the Green Mountains of his home could offer. The small villages and valleys                
were now confining – restricting. He had been bitten by the expansion bug. The country was                
moving; it was going westward where there was new, seemingly limitless land and opportunities.              
Even re-uniting with his new wife wasn’t enough to scratch the itch he felt. Within a year of his                   
coming home, he had his first child, Phillip Sheridan born in 1864. He would have two more                 
sons before 1868 was over: John Henry (1866) and Carroll Colby (1868).[21] Despite the fact that                
Andrew tried to bury himself in business ventures like being Secretary of the Addison County               
Agricultural Society and being one of the incorporating owners of the Belden Falls Marble              
Company, he was restless here in the Champlain Valley. Active in the Vermont militia, he was                
repeatedly promoted to First Lieutenant, Major, and then Lt.-Colonel between 1864-65.[22] About            
1869, Andrew made his choice. He packed up his wife and kids and headed towards the setting                 
sun. 

 

By the 1870 Federal Census, he and his brood were living in Blue, Missouri. He was thirty-four                 
and a farmer. He owned $6,000 in land and had $500 in personal property. He also had a new                   
son, number four, named Charles Jewett who was six months old when the Census was taken on                 
September 11 and had been born in Missouri. Andrew had brought with someone else besides his                
own wife and children when he left Vermont. His brother, Daniel Wright, had also tagged along                
and was living in Blue with his brother and family. He was thirty and unmarried when the 1870                  
Census was taken on September 11. But he was living with a female, in his brother’s home,                 
named Nevada Chase.[23] Ironically however, he married Nevada just two days after the census              
taker had visited the home.[24]  

 

As Andrew approached middle age in the 1880s, he learned to work smart rather than just hard.                 
He turned from working on a farm to working for farmers. By 1880, he had become a                 
“commission agent” also know as “commercial agent”. In general, these agents were middlemen             
between producers and retailers. The traveled to farms, for example, purchasing fruits,            
vegetables and dairy products for grocers and restaurants or directly selling farm products for              
farmers to such businesses. These agents worked independently as contracted third-parties           
receiving a commission for their services.[25] All four boys, ages fifteen to ten, attended school in                



St. Louis. Daniel and his new wife, Nevada, had struck off on their own. And Andrew and family                  
had moved into the city, leaving the farm to those who would use it. They now lived at 2812                   
Cass Avenue Continued.[26] Besides his agent job, Andrew also seemed to have adopted another              
one of his father’s interests – raising race horses. In 1889, he sold a trotting mare to a Boston                   
client for $1,500. The horse, Lady Falconer, was the winner of seven second moneys (purses) in                
fast classes as a five year old.[27]  

 

The 1890 Veterans Schedule confirmed that Andrew was still living in St. Louis and that he had                 
served in the military as a Lieutenant in Company E of the Fourteenth Vermont Infantry. He had                 
suffered no disabilities as a result of his service.[28] Life was good for Andrew and his family.                 
The boys were rapidly becoming men. In 1895, Andrew got his name in the newspaper again,                
which did not often happen. Apparently he had been summoned for jury duty in St. Louis but                 
had failed to show up when requested. The local judge issued a warrant for him to appear before                  
the court and explain why he had not shown up when called or be held in contempt of court and                    
possible jailed. He must have made his appearance this time and offered an acceptable excuse for                
his absence because nothing else appeared in the papers about his jury duty assignment.[29]  

 

At sixty-four, Andrew was still working as a commission agent in the St. Louis area. He rented                 
his home at 3834 Windsor Place in the city. Only one of the four sons still lived in his home in                     
1900 and that was John Henry who was thirty-five and single. He worked as a “city                
salesman”.[30] By 1910, Andrew was a fully retired man. He had left St. Louis and had moved to                   
San Diego, California where he lived off his “own income”. John was no longer a member of the                  
same household. There was a live-in housekeeper. She was a German woman named Mary              
Schollenberg. She was fifty in 1910 and had immigrated to the U.S. in 1897.[31] Seventy-four               
year old Lizzie was in need of someone to help full-time with managing the house. Sunny                
California was a good place for Andrew and Lizzie to spend what was left of their golden years.                  
There was no indication that either of them were suffering from poor health. When the end did                 
come for Andrew, it was mercifully quick. He suffered a cerebral hemorrhage on December 31,               
1913.[32] Being an educated man and somewhat unorthodox by nature, it was not a surprise that                 
his remains were cremated. A service was held for him on January 2, 1914 at Wagoner Chapel in                  
St. Louis at 2 p.m.[33] There was strong evidence that his ashes were sent back to Vermont by the                   
family and that they were interred in his hometown. Lizzie survived Andrew for a few years                
more. She died September 14, 1916 in her eighty-first year. She, too, was cremated at the                
Missouri Crematory, had funeral services performed at the Wagoner Chapel and then had her              
ashes shipped back to Vermont for burial next to her husband, Andrew, of fifty-four years.[34]  
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