
Augustus Crane was a “tinkering” man. He provided an essential service to his community by
supplying its citizens with the everyday tinware items that were needed. He did not create
anything elaborate or fancy; just the day to day utilitarian utensils that every home needed to
function effectively. But he was considered a skilled craftsman. He just happened to work with a
common, inexpensive medium that did not blind a person with its luster or brilliance.
Nevertheless, each and every item he manufactured was indispensable in every household
regardless of its occupant’s financial status.

Depending on the source consulted, Augustus was born in either Cambridge or Morrisville
(Morristown), Vermont on October 28, 1837.[1] Morrisville was the town most often mentioned.
Both are located within a few miles of each other northeast of Burlington, Vermont. His parents
were Jason Crane (1812-1850) and Miranda Augusta Austin (1816-1899). They were married in
Cambridge, Vermont March 23, 1835 by Reverend Simeon Parmele. Miranda was nineteen and
from Cambridge.[2] Augustus’, Jason, had a calling for politics early on in his life. By 1843, he
had been appointed to a Lamoille County Democratic Party committee to draft resolutions.[3] He
was elected Lamoille County sheriff by at least 1846.[4] Three years later, he was chosen to
represent his area in the Vermont State Legislature in Montpelier. His politics got him into
trouble that year as he was sharply criticized for being “on the fence” concerning the hot topic of
his day – the “free soil” movement that was sweeping the country in the pre-Civil War era. An
article in the local press claimed that:

“…Here then, is one of the bolters. A man who rode the fence
last year on the free soil question; who obtained his election
by whig votes and by pledging himself to vote for a whig
Senator; who did vote for a Whig Senator; who voted for free
soil men in the Legislature; and a man in whom the democracy had
no sort of confidence….” [5]

It appeared that Jason held anti-slavery sentiments. As a member of his father’s household,
Augustus would have been exposed to his father’s ideologies. Manifest Destiny forced ever
increasing pressure on Congress and the states in the Union to maintain a delicate balance
between slave and free states. Throughout the 1840s and 1850s, free soil advocates, and later,
abolitionists, kept chipping away at the South’s grip on slavery. As territories became states, that
balance was maintained by admitting states in pairs – one slave and one free. This fragile balance
of the U.S. Senate was precariously maintained until the admission of California as a free state in
1850. Then, when Minnesota (1858) and Oregon (1859) were accepted into the Union as free
states, that diplomatic juggling act was shattered. The flimsy political fine tuning to keep the
balance of power between free and slave states in the U.S. Senate equal completely fell apart
when Kansas was finally admitted as the nineteenth free state in 1861.[6]

When the 1850 Federal Census was taken on August 8 for Cambridge, Vermont, thirty-seven
year old Jason was sheriff of Lamoille County. He had a wife, Augusta M., thirty-four and three
children: Jason A., fourteen; William O., eight; and Hannah A., six. All the children attended
school. Besides being sheriff, Jason was also still heavily involved in the Democratic Party. As a
public servant, Jason had not been able to amass a personal fortune. His estate was only worth



$700.[7] Then, in the fall of 1850, tragedy struck the Crane household. Jason unexpectedly died in
the prime of his life in November of 1850. His passing left the family in crisis. Miranda was left
a widow with three children and no income. How long, or even if, she was able to hold the
surviving members of the family together was unknown, largely because Miranda disappeared
from public view. Nothing concerning her whereabouts or her status could be found until the
obituary for her son, William O. Crane, who died in 1896, was located. In it was mention of his
mother, who was”81 years of age and is very feeble, resides at Keeler’s Bay, Vt. (South Hero)” [8]

Family genealogical research suggested she died in Florence, Colorado in 1899 where her
daughter lived with her own family.[9]

As for Augustus’ whereabouts and doings after his father’s death in 1850, the following was
uncovered. He removed to Burlington at some point before the year 1859. He apprenticed
himself to a tinsmith and began learning the craft between 1850 and 1859. On February 27,
1859, he married a young woman from England named Angeline Brofley (1838?-1882). The
couple were married in Essex, Vermont by William O. Lower, Methodist minister.[10] In 1860,
just prior to the outbreak of the Civil War, Augustus and his new bride lived in Waitsfield,
Vermont where Augustus plied his trade as an “tinker” or tin plate worker. His trade was very
common in the pre-industrial revolution era. Tinsmiths fabricated all the everyday items found in
typical households of the times: water pitchers, eating and cooking utensils and vessels, candle
holders, pill boxes, milk pails and coffee pots, As the artisan became more experienced, and after
an apprenticeship of four to six years, he might become a peddler or tinker (which explains
where the phrase “tinkering around” comes from) until he could save up enough money to open
his own shop. As a master smith, he would be able to employ others (apprentices) to expand his
business and keep the trade alive. A master craftsman would be capable of producing more
complicated and ornamental pieces of tinware such as desk lamps, chandeliers and
crooked-spout coffee pots.[11] Augustus most likely was in the middle stage of his professional
development (journeyman) when he and Angeline lived in Waitsfield before the War. At the
time, he was doing well enough to afford a twenty-one year old domestic servant named Mary
Sloan.[12]

April 12, 1861 turned everyone’s world upside down and inside out as sectional differences
boiled over into violent, open rebellion. When Fort Sumter was surrendered to the Secessionists,
Civil War between the North and the South began. On April 15, 1861, President Lincoln declared
war on the southern states that left the Union by calling for 75,000 volunteers to serve f\or three
months. Governor Holbrook of Vermont immediately ordered the raising of the First Regiment of
Vermont Volunteers which was mustered into active service on May 2, 1861, a little over two
weeks after the firing on Fort Sumter opened the ball. In July, 1861, after the First Battle of Bull
Run, Congress authorized Lincoln to call out 500,000 more volunteers to serve for three years
unless sooner discharged. Five more regiments were organized in Vermont under this act; the
Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth. November 19, 1861, Vermont had also organized its first
regiment of cavalry. Before the end of 1861, Vermont had formed the Seventh and Eighth
Regiments of infantry from enthusiastic volunteers, the First and Second Batteries or Light
Artillery and three companies of Sharp Shooters. April 3, 1862, the War Department placed a
hold on any further recruiting. But this lull was only for a short duration as incessant action in
the field during the first half of 1862 drew down the surplus of volunteers that had so eagerly



answered the initial calls for fighting men that had gone out in early 1861. As casualties mounted
from fiercer and more frequent battles in ever longer campaigns, the need for fresh blood in the
ranks burgeoned. May 21, 1862 saw Governor Holbrook receive a directive from Washington to
raise another regiment of infantry in thirty days. Within forty days, the Ninth Vermont was in
camp at Brattleboro, Vermont. On July 1, 1862, the President called for another 300,000 men to
serve for three years. Two more regiments of Vermont infantry were soon created. The Tenth and
Eleventh Regiments with full compliments of officers and enlisted men were at Brattleboro
waiting to be mustered in by August 15, 1862.[13]

During this mid-summer push to satisfy the hunger of the Union Army for fighting men,
Augustus “the tinkerer” decided it was time for him to become an active member in the fray. It
was on August 2, 1862 that Augustus J. Crane, age twenty-six, standing five feet eight and one
half inches in height, having a light complexion, blue eyes and sandy hair, took the pledge to
defend the Constitution and his country from enemies both foreign and domestic. He was a
resident of Burlington then. He agreed to serve three years unless dismissed earlier. Augustus
became private that day and was promptly assigned to Company D of the Tenth Vermont.[14] Four
weeks later he was in camp at Brattleboro where he was paid $25 of his
Federal bounty and an additional $2 premium (a “finder’s fee for the recruiter).[15]

The Tenth Vermont Infantry Regiment was recruited from all parts of the State. Colonel A. B.
Jewett commanded. The Regiment was mustered into service September 1, 1862 at Brattleboro,
Vermont. It left there on September 6 for Washington, D. C. arriving there on September 8. The
Tenth went into quarters at Camp Chase near Arlington Heights the next day. On the 17th, the
Regiment was posted along the Potomac River in Maryland and ordered to guard the river fords
from Muddy Branch to Edward's Ferry.

By the middle of October, 1862, the Regiment was ordered to the vicinity of the mouth of
Seneca Creek, a six mile stream in Montgomery County, Maryland roughly sixteen miles
northwest of Washington, D. C. It drains into the Potomac River. The Vermonters were brigaded
with the 39th Massachusetts, 14th New Hampshire, 23rd Maine, 10th Massachusetts Battery and
the 6th Michigan Cavalry. Due to the swampy environment, camp fever and death swept through
the men. During their nine months stay, the Tenth did light picket and guard duty at the various
river fords along the Potomac. The Regiment had no contact with the enemy during this period.

On June 22, 1863, the Tenth received orders to march for Harper's Ferry where it was
incorporated into the Third Corps, First Brigade, Third Division. It participated in all the battles
and marches of that Corps and the Army of the Potomac up to July 6, 1864. At the time the
Potomac Army was reorganized, the Tenth became part of the First Brigade, Third Division of
the Sixth Corps.

The first engagement with the enemy significant enough to be called a battle was the action at
Locust, or Orange, Grove, Virginia on November 27, 1863. In that action, the Tenth was ordered
to take an enemy position on the crest of a hill. Although never under heavy fire before, they
behaved with determined bravery and the steadiness of veterans.



At the Battle of The Wilderness on May 5-7, 1864, the Regiment was fortunate to stay out of
the heavy fighting of the first day. They were repositioned the second day when at about sunset
they were faced with a crisis. The enemy had pushed the advanced Federal troops back and had
flanked them. The Tenth Vermont and the 106th New York changed fronts, kneeled and fixed
bayonets to form a welcoming committee for the swarming Rebels. The barrier checked the
enemy's rush and forced them to retire.

In the twelve days' operations at Cold Harbor June 1-12, 1864, the Vermonters of the Tenth
suffered more casualties than it had in all of its previous engagements. Several contacts with the
enemy from June 1 to June 12 reduced its numbers to twelve officers and three hundred fifty-two
enlisted men.

After a brief detour to assist General Butler at Bermuda Hundred, the Tenth was ordered to
Harper's Ferry on July 6, 1864. On the way, they were stopped by General Lew Wallace at
Frederick City. A Rebel force of fifteen thousand under General Jubal Early lay nearby. General
Wallace posted his force of five thousand troops three miles above the city so as to place it
between the Confederates and Washington, D.C. Outnumbered and out gunned, Wallace's mix of
regulars and raw militia were overwhelmed by the three to one odds the next day, July 9, 1864 at
the Battle of Monocacy. Despite a stubborn resistance of nine hours duration, the Federals were
defeated. However, the delaying action fought by Wallace's troops allowed reinforcements to be
brought up to eventually halt General Early's attempt to capture Washington, D.C.

For the next month, the Vermonters were involved in marching - to Berryville on the
Shenandoah River, crossing at Ball's Bluff, back to Washington through Snicker's Gap, on to
Harper's Ferry, down to Frederick and Monocacy, again to Harper's Ferry where the Tenth
became attached to Sheridan's "Middle Military Department". The Regiment then became part of
all of Sheridan's campaign up and down the Shenandoah Valley.

The Regiment went on to take part in the engagements at Winchester (September 19, 1864;
Fisher's Hill (September 22, 1864); and Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864). The Tenth remained in
the vicinity of Cedar Creek for three weeks. On December 3, 1864, it was ordered back to
Petersburg where it arrived on December 5. The Vermonters were actively engaged in the
contests of Hatcher's Run and Weldon Railroad. On December 23, 1864 the Regiment went into
winter quarters until March 29, 1865. During that time the Tenth did little except picket duty
until the 25th of March, 1865 when General Lee made his famous demonstration on Forts
Stedman and Haskell. The Tenth captured one hundred sixty prisoners in that action.

On April 2, 1865, the Tenth was in front of the Confederate Fort Welch, part of the defenses
around Petersburg. Lieutenant-Colonel Danson of the Tenth claimed his command was first of
the Division to plant its colors inside the enemy's lines. On the third, the Tenth entered
Petersburg at the head of the victorious Federals. The Regiment was afterwards occupied in the
pursuit of the enemy right up to June 9, 1865.



June 22, 1865 saw fourteen officers and one hundred thirty-six men transferred to the Fifth
Vermont. At Burlington, Vermont on the 27th of June the remaining thirteen officers and four
hundred fifty-one men were mustered-out. [16]

It took Private Crane exactly two months of military life top find himself selected to do a very
important duty. From January, 1863 until his discharge on June 22, 1865 near Washington, D.C.,
Augustus served as Company cook.[17] His appointment to this critical position may not have
appeared very significant; it certainly wasn’t a very glamorous assignment. It was not a duty that
offered many chances to earn medals or glory for heroism, but it was, nonetheless, a crucial
station for hungry men did not make very good fighting men.

Most of the 2.6 million men who served in the Union Army did not know how to boil water
let alone how to take raw rations and transform them into an edible meal. Food growing and
cooking were women’s work in the 19th century – a man never bothered to learn kitchen skills
unless he was in the wilds by himself with no woman around to do it for him or he was a
bachelor living alone. Lack of cooking skills, however, was only part of the problem for a soldier
in the field. What to fix was also conundrum. Rations that the Army issued were generally items
that were easily transported and had a long shelf life. That meant they were either dried or salted.
Fresh anything – meat or vegetable – was as scarce as hen’s teeth. The most common staple in
the diet of the Civil War soldier was hardtack. It was unleavened bread (crackers actually) that
was light, hard as a rock and lasted for years or until the worms and weevils that often was found
in it consumed it. Coffee was the other most important item issued to the soldier. To make an
edible meal pout of dried peas, salted beef or pork, unleavened crackers and coffee would have
been a challenge for even the best chefs in the world, let alone the city boy or country bumpkin
who had never set foot in a kitchen before in his life. Occasionally, like when orders to pack up
and be ready to march were given, rations would be issued individually to each soldier and he
was responsible for preparing them himself in any way he could. But most of a soldier’s time
was spent in a temporary encampment waiting for those orders. Then soldiers would eat in
“messes” with a few other comrades. In camp, rations were issued by companies (about 100
men) and they had to prepare their own food as best as they could. At first, the Army thought
soldiers within the company organization would take turns being cooks. But this soon proved a
disastrous way to feed an army. Since everyone knew that an army travels on its stomach,
observant parties proposed a new approach to feeding troops in the field sufficiently. The new
idea was to select one private in each company who had demonstrated some skills at preparing
meals over an open fire to become a permanent “master cook”. Other privates in the company
would be assigned as assistants on a rotating basis. The “master cook” became such an important
duty that a special rank was created and he received $50 per month pay (the usual private’s pay
was $13 per month). This position was deemed very special and highly valued by both the rank
and file and the top brass in the Army. Company cooks only prepared meals for the enlisted
personnel. Officers had their own cooks, quite often Negro servants that they brought along from
home or acquired as “contraband” in the field.[18]

Private Crane had apparently displayed some competency in the art of cooking for he served
as Company D’s cook from January, 1863 (four months after enlisting) to June, 1865 when he
was discharged from the service. Whether he ever saw combat with the 10th Vermont or not was



not clear from his compiled service records. It was doubtful that once such an indispensable man
like him was found who had the talent and skills to prepare passable meals for the Company, that
they would be willing to allow him to be exposed to enemy bullets and shells. His services were
far too valuable to lose so recklessly. So, for over two years, Augustus traded his rifled musket
for a ladle and cast iron kettle. He was absent from the Company only twice in all that time; once
in February during winter encampment in 1863 he went on a one day furlough to City Point,
Virginia and then again during another winter cantonment in January/February, 1865, he was
granted a longer furlough, destination and duration unknown. However, this second leave
absence must have been more extensive and required some travel time because the Government
docked his pay $22.04 for transportation.[19] Augustus still owed this same amount when he was
discharged six months later in June of 1865. At the time he was released from military duty, he
also owed the Government $68.94 for clothing drawn and/or for money advanced. He was also
docked .70 cents for an axe sling he apparently lost or destroyed. He was due $75 bounty money
from his enlistment, but his total indebtedness to the Federal Government amounted to $91.64
which left him $16.68 short of going home.[20] How Augustus resolved his financial dilemma
with the Government was not known, but some mutually agreeable solution was found for he
was discharged June 22, 1865 near Washington, D.C.

So, back to Vermont Augustus headed in the spring of 1865 to return to his wife and family
somewhere in the Green Mountain State. Augustus had married before he enlisted in the Union
Army. In fact, he and Angeline had two daughters by 1862: Luna Henriette was born June 20,
1860 and “Minnie” Mina Elizabeth was born October 18, 1861.[21] Augustus was living in
Burlington when he joined the Tenth Vermont.[22] Whether his family remained there while he
was feeding his comrades in Company D was unknown. Not long after his return home,
Angeline presented Augustus with a son. Cleaves A. Crane was born in 1865 in Swanton,
Vermont.[23] Augustus had returned to his tin smithing business. Three years later, another child
was added to the growing family. This time the baby was a girl whom they named Albina May.
Also known as May A., the daughter was born in 1868 while the family lived in Waitsfield,
Vermont.[24].

When the 1870 Federal Census was taken July, the Cranes were living Cambridge, Vermont.
The family now consisted of Augustus, Angeline and their four children ranging in age from ten
to one years of age. Augustus was a master tinner by now who had begun to accumulate an
estate; he was valued at $400.[25] Augustus’ family was not well off by any means, but neither
were they paupers. Their standard of living would improve as Augustus built up his business
with his tin plating.

By 1880, Augustus had moved his expanding family to Bristol where he set up a tin smith
shop. He and Angeline added two more children to the clan, both of them daughters: Chattie A.
in 1877 and Cassie A. in 1878. Their oldest daughter, Luna H., still lived at home, but she
worked outside the home as a milliner. Minnie had married Walter Wright and no longer resided
in the household. In 1882, tragedy struck the otherwise placid and peaceful family. Angeline
apparently suffered from ill health for a number of years previous to March 29, 1882. By then,
her physician had given her a dismal prognosis for recovery. On that March 29th day, she had
visited with her nearest neighbor in the morning and had returned home in excellent spirits. That



evening, she went into her bedroom to preparing to retire and was heard to fall to the floor. She
was found unable to speak afterwards and in about an hour from her falling passed away.[26]

Obviously she had suffered a massive stroke/heart attack. In the blink of an eye, Angeline was
gone. Luna now became the oldest female in the household. And Augustus was transformed into
a widower with small children to care for. The “official” cause of death for Angeline recorded in
the Town Records was cancer.[27] After her passing, Luna must have been a satisfactory surrogate
mother as Augustus took five years after her death to find a replacement.

His second wife was Ann E. Holbrook, age thirty-six, a tailoress from Boston, Massachusetts.
Augustus was twelve years her senior. Ann’s father was John Caffrey and her mother was Mary.
This was the second marriage for both parties. The nuptials took place in Boston on November 5,
1887.[28] How the two of them met was a family secret not revealed in the public domain. Not
long afterwards, the newlyweds welcomed a son into the world. His name was Philip A. Crane
and he was born in Middlebury, Vermont on October 14, 1888.[29]

The Special Veterans Schedule conducted in 1890 identified Augustus as a resident of Bristol,
Vermont. His two year, ten month and twenty day term of service in Company D of the Tenth
Vermont was confirmed by the survey. Also noted in the canvassing was the remark That
Augustus suffered from kidney disease.[30] This was the first mention of this condition found in
the resources used in this research. However, this notation did explain why, in May of 1880, he
applied for a Government pension.[31]

Augustus and family continued to reside in Bristol on into the 1900s where he kept up his tin
plate trade in the community. He had his own shop in his home from which Augustus fashioned
and sold his tin ware. By June of 1900 though, the makeup of his family had drastically changed.
The household contained only three individuals: himself, his wife, Ann, and his eleven year old
son, Philip A. The house they lived in was rented rather than owned, which was a bit unusual.[32]

Most males married as long as Augustus was would have owned their own home.

In April, 1910, a special act of Congress was passed which increased veterans’ pensions.
Augustus’ monthly stipend rose to $30 per month.[33] This was welcome news to the
seventy-three year old Augustus. He was slowing down considerably that spring. He reported
being out of work twenty-six weeks of the past year. The pension increase would have helped
pay the rent on the North Street house he rented. Augustus’ age explained in part why he worked
only half the past year. The advances in industrialization and mass production of the items he
would typically make by hand most certainly accounted for some of that down time. Mass
produced items were much cheaper and more readily available than hand crafted wares like
Augustus made. Industrialization was making the hand craftsman a dinosaur. There was only
himself and his wife living in the home by 1910.[34] Augustus found other ways to supplement his
pension income and his dwindling tin smith trade. He worked as a janitor at Holley Hall and the
Lawrence Memorial Library part time.[35] Eventually, his age and his kidney disease caught up
with him. At seventy-five, he answered his last roll call at 4:30 p.m. on a Saturday afternoon,
January 6, 1912 at his home on North Street. According to his doctor, the old soldier died of
“nephritis” and “senility” [36] His obituary painted Augustus as “pleasant and agreeable to all.” He
“got along with people either old or young”. And like a good soldier, he “performed the duties



assigned him faithfully and well.” He was praised for “being a good, kind hearted man.” His
funeral service was conducted with the utmost dignity and respect. The casket was drapped with
an American flag and the top covered with flowers. Among the Augustus’ pall bearers were
Philip, his son, Walter Wright, his son-in-law, and Bert Wright, his grand-son. A detachment of
old soldiers escorted his remains from the house to the church and from the church a portion of
the way to his burial site in Greenwood Cemetery.[37] Augustus was survived by his widow, Ann
Elizabeth Crane, two sons, Cleaves Crane of Strafford (Vermont) and Philip Crane of Rutland,
and five daughters, Mrs. J.F. Daniels of Vergennes (Luna), Mrs. Ira Gove (Chattie) and Mrs.
Eugene Naramore (Cassie) of Greenfield, Massachusetts, Mrs. H.L. Rivers (Albina May) of
Burlington and Mrs. Walter Wright (Minnie) of Bristol, Vermont.[38]

Augustus’ widow seemed to prefer being called “Eliza” rather than “Ann” or “Elizabeth”. Her
parents were from Ireland. John Caffey was her father (1814-1889) and her mother was Bridget
McCann (1823-1907).[39] Bridget was six years old when her parents left Tyrone county, Ireland
and came to the United States. The family settled in Middlebury. At seventeen, she married John
Caffrey. The newlyweds lived in Middlebury for a while, then, about 1867, they moved to
Bristol.[40] In 1870, Eliza was still living at home at the age of twenty-one. She worked as a
seamstress in Bristol. She came from a large, Catholic family having six younger brothers and
sisters ranging in age from eighteen to five. Eliza’s father, John, was a tailor. He worked hard at
his trade, but with such a large family to provide for, money was tight and the Caffrey’s did not
enjoy many of the luxuries of life. John’s total estate value in 1870 was a paltry $200.[41]

Right after Augustus died in early January, 1912, Eliza began receiving widow’s benefits from
the Government amounting to $12 per month. She was given two increases in 1917: one in
January of $20 per month and then another in October of $25 per month. In May, 1920, her
payments went to $30 per month.[42] During these years, it was believed Ann Elizabeth lived with
her sister, Sarah Noland, in Middlebury. It was in Sarah’s home on August 13, 1924 that Eliza
died of a “cerebral hemorrhage”. She was interred in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Middlebury.[43]
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