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“AN EXAMINATION OF STUART’S RIDE ” 

CHRIS ARMY 

                     TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017    

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
      6:00-6:15 Social Hour 

6:15 Buffet Dinner 
6:45 Business Meeting 

7:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations must be made by 12 Noon, 
April 10.  Cost per person for the meal is $12.00. 
For reservations please contact Gail Blake at 
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 

Mixed Green Salad w/Maple Balsamic 
Vinaigrette 
 Meatballs w/Marinara served w/Penne 
Soft Rolls w/whipped butter 
Dessert 
 

 
DON’T FORGET:  WE ARE BACK TO TUESDAY 

EVENING MEETINGS! 
 

PLEASE LET GINNY OR GAIL KNOW IF YOU 
WOULD BE WILLING TO BRING DESSERT.  
EITHER E-MAIL OR CALL.  GAIL:  802-296-
2919 –auntis@comcast.net -  GINNY:  603-
542-4664 – lewandginny1863@comcast.net 
 
 
  “AN EXAMINATION OF STUART’S RIDE” 

 
Any Civil War battle has circumstances and controversies 
leading up to victory for one side and loss for the other side. 
Gettysburg is full of such circumstances and controversies, 
not the least of which is Confederate Cavalry General J.E.B. 
Stuart’s ride around the Union Army in late June of 1863. 
Our program will delve into the circumstances and 
situations faced by the Confederate Cavalrymen and some of 
the criticism and praise of Stuart’s leadership that started 
just after the Confederates crossed back into Virginia. 
 
Chris Army is a Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg 
National Military Park. Over the past 16 years, Chris has led 
tours around the Gettysburg Battlefield for groups of all 
demographics from private car tours to West Point Cadets. 
In 2005, Chris wrote an article for Blue & Gray Magazine 
about the North Carolinian Brigade of Alfred M. Scales and 
is currently working on several projects including the 
history of mapping the Gettysburg Battlefield.  Chris 
currently serves as the Board President of the Adams 
County Historical Society and is a co-moderator of Military 
History Online. 
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LBG Chris Army 

 
Notes From Our Meeting  

 
     We had 28 for lunch and another 4 for our program.   
     Peter Sinclair spoke about the recent NPR’s interview 
with the mayor of New Orleans discussing taking down the 
Confederate monument in the city.   
     Jack Anderson told a little joke that evidently Abraham 
Lincoln had told.  We all had a good laugh! 
     Gail Blake reminded everyone about the Trip as well as 
the Trip’s tour guide, Chris Army, joining us at our April 
meeting to give a talk on his tour. 
     Brad Whitaker from West Lebanon joined us for the 
meeting and lunch. 
     Many folks paid dues.  If you haven’t, you can pay them 
at the April meeting or mail them in to Gail.  See Page 4 for 
more information. 
     Our speaker was Rob Grandchamp who brought along 
his fiancé, Elizabeth.  Grandchamp has written a number of 
books, but he spoke to our Round Table about his book on 
the 7th Rhode Island Infantry.” The 7th Rhode Island was 
the first to use rifled artillery in the Civil War.  It was raised 
in 1861 with German, Irish, French Canadians, as well as 
Rhode Islanders.  This regiment is depicted in the beautiful 
painting in the Vermont State House by Julian Scott.   
     Five Vermonters received the Medal of Honor at 
Petersburg.  He told us the amazing story of 17 MOH awards 
being given out to Rhode Island men who had served at the 
Battle of Petersburg and how some were mailed to the 
recipients and some never received them at all!  Every 
member of Battery G was awarded the MOH. 
     Mr. Grandchamp wrote an article for American Civil War 
Magazine on Horatio Rogers who he claims wrote the letter 
that we were told Sullivan Ballou wrote from the Ken Burns’ 
Civil War series.  Grandchamp’s article, which supports his 
claim, will be in the July issue of the magazine. 
     Our raffle winners were Tony Gow, Art Stacy, Whitney 
Maxfield, Bob Coburn, Nancy Miville, and Lu Johnson. 
     Thanks so much to John Mudge, Nancy & Ed Miville, and 
Jack & Dee for bringing desserts.   
     Also a big Thank You to Dee Anderson and Sue Stacy for 
setting up and cleaning up after the meeting.  And, as 
always, a HUGE Thank You to Gail for all the hard work of 
organizing the meals each month and to Jack Anderson for 
finding us such a great place to meet.   
 

2017 Program Schedule 
 
May 9:  Christine Smith  - Womens’ Relief Corps.   
June 13:  Tom Ledoux – Nurses from Vermont  
September 12:  Ed Chamberlain  
October 10:  Hunter Lesser  
 

2018 
 

June:  Will Greene  
 
 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

April 3 – Sugar River Civil War Round Table – 7 
P.M. Presentation given by Keith Cutting. EARL M. 
BOURDON CENTER, 67 Maple Ave, Claremont, NH.  Take 
IMMEDIATE right at green historic marker. 
Keeping building on your left, drive out back. Park in lot 
near propane tanks. Meeting room entrance nearby. 
MEETING AGENDA: Gathering & refreshments, updates on 
preservation projects. - Anyone with similar interests is 
welcome. Contact Eric at a1yankeebarber@yahoo.com 

April 21 – CWRT of NH – 7:15 P.M. – Epping Town 
Hall, 157 Main St., Epping, NH -  Gardner Shaw - 
"Five Months in Andersonville: A Survivor's 
Account" 
 
May 3- 7 p.m. First Congregational Church, of 
Manchester, VT – David Blight “The Civil War, Race 
and Reunion.”   
 
May 5 – 1 p.m. – “A Visit with Abraham Lincoln,” 
with Steve Wood.  Earl M. Bourdon Center, 67 
Maple Avenue, Claremont, NH.   
 
 

WORLD WAR I GROUP 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Monday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Café next to the Hotel Coolidge.  If you want 
to come or want more information, contact Peter Sinclair 
[802-584-3280] or David Curtin [802-633-2536.] 
 

Round Table Trip 
May 18-22, 2017 

JEB STUART; THE IMMORTAL CONFEDERATE 
CAVALIER; AND HIS INFAMOUS RIDE TO 

GETTYSBURG. 
THE WHERE’S, THE WHY’S, AND THE WHO’S 

 
     Please join us as we follow the path of JEB Stuart and his 
cavalry along their 1863 journey to Gettysburg.  Chris Army, 
Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg will provide us 
with an in-depth look at this controversial campaign and 
how it influenced the outcome of those three pivotal days in 
July 1863. 
     We plan to visit Brandy Station Battlefield, Middleburg, 
Aldie, Westminster, Hanover, Gettysburg, The National 
Museum of Civil War Medicine, and other sites along the 
way. 
     Our base of operations will be the Country Inn and Suites 
in Frederick MD.  We have booked a 56 passenger Premier 
Coach and Bob Spaulding has been duly noted as our 
preferred driver. 
     It seems the Frederick Keys (the Carolina League affiliate 
of the Baltimore Orioles) will be in town during our stay, so 
if there is sufficient interest I will be happy to plan an 
optional evening out at the ballpark.  
     Pricing has not been set as I am awaiting further details, 
but as always a deposit of $75 per person will save you a 
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seat!  The larger our group, the lower the cost, so please 
share with anyone that might be interested! 
Questions?  Call 802-296-2919 or email me at 
auntis@comcast.net 
     Just a couple of minor updates.  Calling all baseball 
fans, Saturday evening some of us will be attending the 
Frederick Keys (minor league affiliate of the Baltimore 
Orioles) baseball game.  Tickets will be about $10 each.  As 
a “bonus” there will be fireworks following the game.  If 
you would like to join us at the game, please let me know as 
soon as possible.  For those not attending the game, the 
evening will be yours to enjoy as you wish.   
Recommended Reading List 
Jeffrey Wert’s book on JEB Stuart, Edward Longacre’s 
Book on the Cavalry at Gettysburg, and Robert O’Neill’s 
article in Gettysburg Magazine, “Battle of Middleburg”, 
which is downloadable from the Civil War Trust website. 
 
Another update: Chris and Andie Custer Donahue 
have arranged a short program for us focusing on 
the relationship between a cavalry horse and their 
rider.  It will help us to understand what the cavalry 
really was capable of. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DEADLINE TO 
SIGN UP IS APRIL 12!!!  
The New York Times 
April 30, 1892  
 
GEN. WILLIAM WELLS DEAD. 
 
HE DIES SUDDENLY WHILE ON A BUSINESS 
TRIP TO NEW-YORK. 
 
     Gen. William Wells, one of the best-known citizens of 
Vermont, who was prominently spoken of last year as likely 
to be the successor of Secretary of War Proctor in President 
Harrison's Cabinet, died suddenly yesterday afternoon in a 
William Street business house.   
     He had come to this city, accompanied by Mrs. Wells, on 
a business trip, and was staying at the Windsor Hotel. 
Ex-Senator Edmunds, an old friend of Gen. Wells, took 
charge of the body and had it taken to an undertaker's, 
where, at Mrs. Edmund's request, it was viewed by a 
Coroner, who granted a permit for its removal out of town. 
It is understood that Gen. Wells's death was caused by heart 
disease. 
     Gen. Wells was born in Waterbury, Vt., Dec. 14, 1837.  He 
was educated in the academies of Vermont and New-
Hampshire, and on reaching manhood became a merchant. 
 In September, 1861, he enlisted in the First Vermont 
Cavalry, becoming First Lieutenant Oct. 14 and Captain 
Nov. 18 of the same year. 
     Oct. 30, 1862, he was made Major and took part in Gen. 
Nathaniel P. Banks's Shenandoah campaign and Gen. John 
Pope's Virginia campaign, after which he served in the 
Cavalry Corps of the Army of the Potomac.  From August, 
1864, to March, 1865, he served under Sheridan in the 
Shenandoah Valley, after which he returned to the Army of 
the Potomac. 

     He was made Colonel of his regiment June 4, 1864; was 
brevetted Brigadier General of Volunteers Feb. 22, 1865, 
receiving his full commission May 14.  He was brevetted 
Major General March 30. 
     Gen. Wells commanded the Second Brigade of the Third 
Cavalry Division in the Army of the Potomac, and for some 
time was at the head of that division.  After June, 1865, he 
commanded the First Separate Brigade of the Second Army 
Corps at Fairfax Court House.  He was engaged in numerous 
battles and skirmishes, and was twice wounded.  On Jan. 15, 
1866, he was mustered out. 
     Gen. Wells was in the Vermont Legislature from 1865 to 
1866, served as Adjutant General and Inspector General of 
the State from 1866 to 1872, then as Collector of Internal 
Revenue until 1885, and as State Senator from 1886 to 1887. 
 
New York Times 
April 16, 1865 
 
YESTERDAY--It would be presumptuous to attempt to 
express in words the deep sorrow with which the death of 
our noble President has filled all hearts.  To the honor of our 
people be it said that, with a few unimportant exceptions, 
the nation's heart throbs with the profoundest grief, and the 
utterances of the nation's voice are all in accord in 
lamentation.  The great calamity was scarcely known, and 
where known, was hardly believed, at the late hour of its 
announcement on Friday night.  But early yesterday 
morning we were assured of the mournful truth.  As one 
man the nation put on the habiliments of mourning, and the 
glad songs of triumph over the anticipated advent of peace 
were subdued to the wail of such grief as only a nation can 
feel.  All day the stunned and bewildered citizens were 
putting forth the emblems of mourning.  Business was 
almost entirely suspended.  Sorrow was visible on every 
face, not seldom varied with an expression that partook of 
revenge.  The low, earnest conversation of friends, the 
almost tearful greetings of acquaintances, the entire absence 
of the ordinary hum and bustle of business, fittingly marked 
the people's appreciation of their bereavement.  It was a day 
never paralleled, and never to be forgotten. 
 
On April 4, 1864, General Philip Sheridan, having 
proven valuable to General Grant in the past, is 
given command of the Army of the Potomac’s 
cavalry forces.   
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME! 
 

It’s that time again!  Membership runs from March through 
February.  When completing the membership form, please 
remember to include your email address.  We are striving to send 
as many newsletters as possible by email to save on printing and 
mailing expenses.  Also, sending by email helps us to be able to get 
additional information that may come up between meetings to you 
quickly.  Dues have not changed.  Please either bring your dues to 
the March meeting or mail them to Gail Blake, 55 Orrizonto Road, 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
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Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Junction, VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2017— March 2018 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail 
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Dues are payable to:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


