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ALL IN PERSON  
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 

CANCELED THROUGH THE  
END OF JUNE 2021. 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, the Bugbee Center has partially 
reopened, but limited to 10 people!  That, of 
course, will not work for us.   We have decided 
to cancel all our meetings through the end of 
June 2021. 
 

2020/2021GMCWRT JOURNEY 
On To Richmond, Lets Try Again 

September 13–17, 2021 
 
So, as life begins to return to something resembling normal, 
I am happy to say that all of our previous plans are still a 
“go!”  Same, guides, same hotel, same Bob!!!  That’s not to 
say that there might be tweaks to our itinerary, but I don’t 
anticipate any major changes, we might even have some 
pleasant surprises.  I thank you all for hanging in there 
during this difficult time.  I hope you and yours are all well 
and safe, and I look forward to seeing you in September. 
The main focus of our time together will be to take an up 
close and personal look at the US Colored Troops, their 

contributions to the military effort, the trials and travails 
they experienced, and how that all fits into their story and 
ours.  We will spend one day at New Market Heights and the 
surrounding area, one day in Richmond visiting museums, 
the new visitors center, Hollywood Cemetery, and more, 
and one day at Petersburg.  Our guide for New Market 
Heights will be Bert Dunkerly, Park Ranger at Richmond 
National Battlefield Park, president of the Richmond 
CWRT, and a good friend of our friend Patrick Schroeder.  
Tim Talbott, Director of Education at Pamplin Park will be 
with us as we tour the Petersburg area. 
Cost for the trip will be approximately $773, per person 
based on double occupancy. Final cost will fluctuate 
depending upon the number of travelers, the more the 
merrier! Included are: deluxe RT motorcoach 
transportation from WRJct, 4 nights lodging at the Fairfield 
Inn and Suites, Sandston VA, breakfast each day, 3 lunches, 
most dinners, all guide and admission fees, information 
packet, onboard refreshments and entertainment.   
$75 deposit per person will hold your spot. Checks can be 
made out to GMCWRT and sent to Gail Blake, GMCWRT, 
55 Orizzonto Road WRJct VT 05001. Deadline to sign up is 
July 31st.  
Hope you can join us, bring a mask, and bring a friend! 
 
 

THE GREAT LOCOMOTIVE THEFT 
By 

Whitney Maxfield 
 

     Most people somewhat acquainted with the American 
Civil War are aware of "The Great Locomotive  Chase" or 
Andrew's Raid of April 12, 1862 as depicted in the 1956 
Disney movie, and for which the first six Congressional 
Medals of Honor were awarded.  But how many have heard 
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of the Great Locomotive Theft?  It occurred in June 1861, 
when 17 locomotives of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
were transported south from Harpers Ferry and 
Martinsburg, Virginia, to aid the Confederate cause on their 
railroads. 
     It all started in April 1861 when Thomas Jackson was 
commissioned colonel of Virginia Volunteers, and assigned 
to garrison Harpers Ferry, Virginia.  The B & O Railroad's 
constant day and particularly night movements disturbed 
his sleep.  The traffic was mostly loaded coal trains headed 
east for the Union and trains of empties banging west at 
night.   
     At first he was under orders to leave the railroad alone.  
But by late May he complained to the president of the 
railroad that, "The noise of your trains is intolerable. My 
men find their repose disturbed by them each night.  You 
will have to work out some other method of operating 
them." 1  Jackson did make exception for nighttime 
scheduled passenger and express trains.  Probably because 
they brought him reenforcements from eastern Maryland.   
     President John W. Garrett managed to rearrange the 
railroad's traffic to suit Jackson's request.  Whereupon, 
Jackson objected to the railroad's daytime schedule, saying 
that it interfered with drilling of his troops by not being able 
to hear commands given.  Jackson suggested that the 
railroad confine all its movements to a 2 hour period from 
11 AM to 1 PM daily.  This greatly tied up rolling stock and 
locomotives both east and west of Harpers Ferry and 
Martinsburg, Va.  
     By late June 1861 there were at Martinsburg over 300 
cars (mostly loaded coal cars) and 56 locomotives.  On June 
23rd Jackson got the green light from Joseph Johnston his 
commander to destroy the B & O bridges, culverts, and right 
of way from Point of Rocks, Maryland, in the east to 
Martinsburg, Va, a 31 mile section.  This also included the 
rolling stock. 
     However, a quartermaster captain named Thomas Sharp 
in Jackson's command thought that some of the locomotives 
could be saved for southern railroads.  Captain Sharp at the 
age of 27 had an extensive experience in southern 
railroading.  Another railroad and engineering expert by the 
name of Hugh Longust sent from Richmond to aid Jackson 
agreed.  Jackson also had a 21 year old military engineer on 
his staff by the name of John O'Brien who was a great 
organizer. 
     The problem was to get any of the material south from 
Harpers Ferry or Martinsburg to Strasburg, Va.  There was a 
gap in rail lines of 20 miles between Winchester, Va., and 
Strasburg which was served by the Manassas Gap Railroad.  
From Harpers Ferry to Winchester a very light 12 mile line 
of wooden rails topped by strap iron existed. 
     Four very light engines were run down this line, stripped 
of everything (pilot wheels, side rods, piston rods, pumps, 
and domes, headlights, bells, whistles, and any other 
equipment to lighten the load.  The fronts of the 
locomotives were jacked up and put on wooden wheeled 
dollies.  An iron bolt was hitched to the engines bumper as a 
linchpin.  A chain connected the locomotive to single, 
double, and quadruple whiffletrees.  From 35 o 40 horses 
were harnessed to this load under charge of ten teamsters 
each.  Each of these four abreast hitches stretched out for 

over one hundred feet. 
     The first four locomotives made the 20 miles from 
Winchester to Strasburg in two days.  Meanwhile, Jackson, 
Sharp, and Longust moved to Martinsburg.  They picked out 
13 of the heaviest locomotives, and went to work preparing 
them for their over the road movement.  The other 43 
locomotives and 300 plus cars, the shops, and roundhouses 
were set on fire. 
     This movement of locomotives was different.  The loads 
were heavier and the distance was increased by 18 miles.  
The valley pike was 22 feet wide with 18 feet covered with 
one foot of macadam paving.  On steep grades sometimes as 
many as 200 men manned drag lines to aid the horses on 
the up grade or retard the loads on the down grade.  When 
the locomotive drivers sank through the macadam, they 
were jacked up and pried forward with timbers.  Two 
locomotives were lost.  One was mired too deep to recover 
and one overturned.  They stayed there for the rest of the 
war.  The other 11 made it in 3 days. 
     Upon reaching Strasburg, the 15 locomotives were fitted 
up, put back on the rails, and apportioned to several 
different southern railroads for the duration of the war.  
Some of them aided Jackson's army's movement to the Bull 
Run Battlefield in July 1861.  When the war was over the B 
& O did manage to get back seven or eight of them in very 
poor condition.  The rest were junk. 
     After the war ended in 1865, Sharp who had become a 
colonel in the Confederate Army, was sent for by B & O 
president Garrett, and offered a job in the railroad's 
transportation department, which he accepted. 
  
Sources: 
     The Class of 1846:  From West Point to Appomattox: by 
John C. Waugh;; published by Ballantine Books 1994, pgs. 
236-243. 
     The Baltimore and Ohio in the Civil War: by Festus P. 
Summers; published by Stan Clark Military Books 1`939, 
pgs. 91-100. 
     Gods and Generals:  Paintings by Mort Kunster:  
published by the Greenwich Workshop Press 2002, 
reproduced prints:  The Railyard at Martinsburg June 23, 
1861 and Moving Through Winchester; pgs. 46-49. 
 
(Thank you so much, Whit!)  

 
New York Times 

Saturday, April 22, 1865 
 

News of the Day. 
 

THE REBELLION. 
 

 The body of the late President arrived in Baltimore 
yesterday, where it lay in state for several hours.  The turn-
out was immense, and the sorrow of the people all-
pervading and sincere.  Last night the funeral cortege 
reached Harrisburgh. 
 Some statements about Atzerodt, the accomplice of 
Booth, appeared in the Washington papers of Friday, which 
were not sent over the wires.  The story is that he was taken 
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at 7 o’clock on Thursday morning at the residence of his 
uncle, near Germantown, Montgomery County, Maryland, 
by a company of cavalry under command of Capt. 
Townsend, and brought to the Reisy House at seven o’clock 
in the evening.  A cousin of a Atzerodt’s was also taken into 
custody.  Atzerodt is represented as cool and collected, 
reticent, and, when questioned, responded only with a 
laugh.  At the time of his arrest he was in bed.  He was taken 
to Washington in a special train, and in double irons, and 
placed in a safe place.”  The paper further says:  “At 10:25 
last night, the train brought George Andreas Atzerodt and 
Ernest Hartman Richter, arrested about 4 o’clock yesterday 
morning, at Richter’s farm, near Middleburgh Post-office, 
Montgomery County, Md.  They were received at the depot 
by Col. Ingraham and Capt. William N. Wermeerskirch, and 
taken to a safe place.  Richter stated that Atzerodt, who was 
his cousin, slept on the 14th Inst. At the Pennsylvania House, 
formerly the Kimmel House, in C-street; that he left 
Washington on Saturday and went to Rockville by stage, 
there hired a buggy, drove to Gettysburgh, and then rode on 
a farmer’s wagon to Kloppersville, where he arrived late at 
night, and remained till next morning; thence he walked to 
Richter’s farm.  Atzerodt is 28 years old, five feet five inches 
in height, has a swarthy complexion, and dark hair, 
moustache and imperial.   He seems to be shrewd; and was 
very reserved in his answers.  Richter said that he had not 
seen him for about three months until he came to his farm 
on Sunday last.” 
 We find this remarkable paragraph in a Western 
paper; “About eight miles from Shelbyville, Indiana is the 
little town of Marietta, a place noted for nothing in 
particular, save the virulent type of copperheadism 
prevailing there.  The reception of the dreadful news from 
Washington set the honest Democrats thereabouts crazy 
with joy.  In the absence of a cannon they loaded and fired 
an anvil repeatedly, shouted, danced, sang, and in every 
possible manner gave expression to their demonic joy, after 
which they constructed an effigy of President Lincoln, with a 
rude representation of the bullet-hole in his head, which 
they carried about the streets, a big ruffian following, and 
ringing a bell.  The effigy was afterward burnt.” 
 The Montreal Witness says:  “But our danger will be 
imminent if any of the scoundrels implicated in this 
assassination (of President Lincoln) make their escape to 
Lower Canada.  They would undoubtedly meet here plenty 
of influential friends.  There would be found here Judges 
and juries to decide that they had used only a belligerent 
right.  Indeed it will argue a strange inconsistency if those 
papers which have been foremost in screening the raiders, 
and have excused as a belligerent right the assassination of 
an innocent civilian at St. Albans, find fault now with those 
concerned in the murder of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Federal armies.” 
 A notorious copperhead living in the vicinity of 
Waterbury, on hearing of the President’s death displayed a 
flag with the words, “The Devil is dead,” upon it.  A party of 
young men proceeded in the residence of the scoundrel, and 
made a demand for the flag.  The man denied having ex[   ] 
any; whereupon a rope was fastened about his neck and he 
was threatened with hanging unless he “showed his colors.”  
He still stuck to his denial, but as he felt the halter drawn 

tighter about his neck he confessed his infamy and brought 
out the flag.  After giving him a thrashing his visitors 
withdrew. 
 At Camp Burnside, Indianapolis, on Wednesday, a 
soldier of the Forty-third remarked that he would “have a 
hoe-down” over the news of President Lincoln’s 
assassination, and began [     ] around, and indulging in 
extravagant demonstrations of joy.  His comrades swung 
him up by the neck, so that his toes just touched the ground, 
and kept him there until he was black in the face, and his 
spirit was just fluttering on the borders of eternity.  Others 
who expressed their gratification at the news were served 
likewise.  Five, in all, were elevated. 
 At Roxbury, Mass., on Tuesday, a party of men, 
including some of the most prominent citizens of that city, 
numbering one hundred, called on Mr. John M. Way, Mr. 
Franklin Woodside, Mr. Charles Davis, Mr. Wm. B. 
Shattuck, Deputy-Sheriff Bradford S. Farrington, and Mr. 
Haskins, and compelled them to display and cheer the flag, 
and in some cases to promise that they would never again 
utter a disloyal word. 
 On Monday last, at the headquarters of the Sixth 
Corps, Army of the Potomac, the eighteen battle flags taken 
by that corps in the late campaign, were formally turned 
over to the government by the brave boys who captured 
them.  Gen. Meade personally thanked each man, and 
highly praised the courage and devotion of the entire army. 
 The latest news from Secretary Seward is that he 
has had no fever recently, his wounds are healing and are 
less painful.   He is considered to be doing very well.  
Frederick Seward is slowly improving. 
 Delegations from Ohio and Indiana called upon 
President Johnson yesterday, and pledged the firm support 
of their States in his Administration.  His replies were of the 
same tenor of those already published. 
 The greater part of the army of the Potomac was 
still near Burkesville on Monday, but it was thought they 
would soon be ordered to move toward Richmond and 
Petersburgh. 
 A Southern girl at school at Saratoga was expelled 
last Saturday for saying that was the happiest day of her life. 
 

TESTING YOUR CIVIL WAR IQ 
 

A “sharpshooter” – or rifle sniper – was so-called because: 
 

A. of the “sharpness” of his aim 
B. of the fame gained by a rifle company under the 

command of Maj. Hiram B. Sharp 
C. riflemen were referenced as such in a poem by Walt 

Whitman 
D. he fought with a breechloading Sharps rifle. 

 
Answer on Page 4. 
 
On April 10, 1865, General Lee bids farewell to 
his men with Order No. 9, which also orders 
the Army of Northern Virginia to disband. 
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Things you Never Knew  
About the Lincoln Assassination 

By Michael Kanazawich 
 

The Volunteers: Without saying exactly what was 
involved, Captain Christian Rath, the executioner of the 
Lincoln conspirators, said to the soldiers, “I want four able-
bodied men to volunteer for special duty.” Most soldiers will 
volunteer for just about any special duty to get out of the 
monotony of their normal routines. Several men stepped 
forward and four were chosen. As it turned out, Rath was 
looking for four men who would participate in the 
executions of Mary Surratt, Lewis Payne, David Herold, and 
George Atzerodt. Technically speaking, the four men were to 
assume the job of “prop-knockers”. As the name indicates, 
prop knockers had to knock out the props that support the 
gallows traps. When the scaffold was finished, the men 
rehearsed the executions with 140 pound artillery shot. 
When practice was over, Rath told the men, “I want you 
boys to do a good job tomorrow. Don’t make any mistakes, 
and when it’s all over, I’ll give you a canteen of whiskey.” 
One of the soldiers, who was dreading his role in the 
momentous occasion replied, “Better give it to us now.” 
 
From Coxshall, Vol. 3, No. 4 
 

LOOKING BACK 
April 1997 

 
The Vermont Civil War Council’s  

FULL DUTY AWARD 
Honoring Vermonter who have made significant 

contributions to the preservation of Vermont’s Civil War 
heritage will be presented to  
Senator James Jeffords  

in recognition of his achievements in Civil War 
battlefield preservation at a banquet to be held  

Saturday, April 12, 1997 
At the Lincoln Inn in St. Johnsbury, Vermont 

T. Jeff Driscoll 
Of the APCWS will give a presentation on the Battle of 

Lee’s Mills (Dam #1) in which Vermonters 
Distinguished themselves in the first assault. 

Last Chance! 
Reservations for the banquet must be made in advance.  

Admission is $12 per person.  Order tickets  
From Dr. David Cross, 254 Stratton Road, Rutland, 

Vermont 05701 or by calling 802/773-7595, or fax to 
802-773-4697, or e-mail to 

76255.1670@compuserve.com 
 

 
Answer to Testing Your Civil War IQ:   

A. of the “sharpness of his aim.” 
 

 
Did you know that there were 52 Medal of 
Honor Recipients from Vermont?  
 

NOTICE FROM TONY O’CONNOR 
 

From: anthonyj oconnor <vtcwe@hotmail.com> 
Subject: After 30 yrs, VTCWE comes to an end. 
 
Hi , 
Would you let your members know that on Saturday  April 
25 starting at noon; I will be offering all my books (bar 
none) at 60% off to all those who come to my store & help 
me move the remaining books (if any) to the first floor of my 
house.  
 
The bookstore is being turned in an AIRBNB apt. so I need 
it empty. Even if you are an old fart like me; there will be 
stuff you can do to help. Heck!!!! Even if you don't want to 
help at all, you can still have the 60% off because I need 
them gone.  Since I mark up 50%, I'll be taking a loss but it 
is worth it to me. 
 

This is a one day only offer and I will not be 
mailing any at this price. 

 
Note:  If you have any questions, please contact 
Tony directly!  
 

DUES ARE DUE!!! 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2021— March 2022 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
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