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        ROUND TABLE MEMBERS  

CIVIL WAR AND ITS AFTERMATH 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2015 

                        12 P.M.  

              HOTEL COOLIDGE 

          WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
MAKE YOUR OWN SANDWICH BUFFET 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

TOSSED SALAD/HOT SOUP 
COFFEE/TEA/PUNCH 

DESSERT 
 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, Jan. 9.  Cost per person for the meal is $17.25. 
For reservations please contact Gail Blake at 
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 

 
 

On January 20, 1861, troops of the Mississippi 
state militia seized Fort Massachusetts on 

Ship Island, thereby gaining control of a key 
section of the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  

 
 

 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

2015 

Jan. 10 – RT members who attended the 
Vermont Council of Humanities seminar to 
speak on the Civil War and its aftermath.  

Feb. 14 – Steve Sodergren – “Civil War 
Soldiers’ Stress” 

March 14 – Peter Sinclair – “GMCWRT’s 
Wilderness Tour Report.” 

April 11 – Professor Jere Daniell - “Upper Valley 
Towns During the Civil War”; he describes the topics to 
be covered as including “the role of towns in mobilization, 
aid to those who did the fighting, funding of substitutes for 
those who were drafted but didn't want to serve, celebration 
of events like Appomattox, and memorializing the war once 
it was over.” 
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May 12 – Amanda Gustin – First Dragoons 

June 9 – Angela Smythe – “Richmond Grays Photo” 
via Skype 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service & 
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic 
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of 
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont 
citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the 
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to 
the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier. 
Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street, 
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802) 
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org 
 
Home Front & Battlefield: Quilts and Context in the 
Civil War, September 20 - January 4th 
 
In partnership with the American Textile History Museum, 
Shelburne Museum will contribute to the nationwide 
conversation on the sesquicentennial commemoration of 
the American Civil War (1861-65) through Homefront & 
Battlefield: Quilts and Context in the Civil War. 
 
When civil war broke out in America, the very fabric of life 
was altered. Homefront & Battlefield showcases this pivotal 
period in American history through a new lens, reflecting 
the personal sacrifice, heroism, mourning and reconciliation 
that changed the course of our country. 
 
The quilt and its story are placed in a broader context 
through the use of textile-related artifacts, relevant images 
(including paintings, photographs, prints, and ephemera), 
and quotations from diaries and letters. Each object 
represents a deeply moving and insightful personal story, 
from the noose reportedly used to hang abolitionist John 
Brown, to a quilt made by a wounded soldier from hospital 
blankets, as well as Confederate gray and Union blue 
uniform fabrics. 
 
Home front & Battlefield connects deeply moving and 
insightful personal stories about the war with the broader 
national context and history and examines how textiles were 
both an expression of and a motivating force behind 
American politics and culture during the Civil War. 
 

January 9 — Vermont and the Civil War. From Cedar 
Creek to Gettysburg, Vermonters were central to the Union 
cause. Vermont author and Civil War historian Howard 
Coffin addresses the Vermont contribution to the Civil War. 
Hosted by the Tunbridge Public Library. Tunbridge 
Public Library, 289 Vermont Route 110, 7:00 pm. 
Contact the library, (802) 889-9404. 
 

NOVEMBER RT MEETING 
 

We had 25 people attend our November meeting.  
Unfortunately, only 16 had dinner.   
 
We had two visitors join us:  Kate Maver, the Pastor at the 
church in Wells River, VT, and Tom Shanahan’s brother, 
Michael.   
 
We had nine people speak on their ancestors and lots of 
memorabilia/artifacts.   
 
Our guest, Pastor Maver, started off by talking about her 
ancestor, Thomas Brown, who was a Private in Co. F of the 
1st U.S.S.S.  The family has 53 letters that had been sent 
home, and she brought a few of those letters that had been 
photocopied along with her.  Unfortunately, Brown was 
killed at the Battle of Spotsylvania On May 12, 1864. 
 
John Mudge was next and spoke briefly about Henry 
Alexander Wise, former governor of Virginia.  The family 
has Wise’s bible among other items. 
 
Don Streeter spoke of his great-grandmother, wife of 
Philander Streeter who had served in Co. C, 2nd VT. 
 
Steve Wood spoke on his ancestor, Alfred H. Knowles, from 
Orleans, MA.  He was a Private in Co. F 24th MA, then a 
Sergeant, and finally a 2nd Lieutenant with the 54th MA. 
 
Tom Shanahan spoke on his ancestor, John Shanahan with 
Co. A 13th Vermont.  Tom told us that records showed that 
he had been mortally wounded at Gettysburg during 
Pickett’s Charge, only to show up later on with the 1st VT. 
Cavalry.  He also had another ancestor, James Walsh, who 
served in Co. H, 5th Vermont. 
 
Dave Curtin spoke about his great-great grandfather, Peter 
Quinn with the 5th NH.  He had been captured at Cold 
Harbor, sent to Andersonville Prison, and fortunately 
paroled from there. 
 
Jack Anderson told us about his third great-grandfather 
from Waterville, Maine, Edwin Mayo, who had served in the 
21st ME Infantry.   
 
Bob Coburn told us about how he discovered his great-
grandfather, David Coburn who had fought in Co. C of the 
1st Vermont Cavalry.  He was a teamster. 
 
Personally, I really enjoyed the tails of how members had 
located their Civil War ancestors, and the 
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artifacts/memorabilia that was brought along was just 
terrific.  Tom Shanahan brought along a Sharps rifle and 
bayonet, among other items.   
 
It was a very good program.  Thanks to Nancy Miville for 
the suggestion, and to John Mudge for ‘tweaking’ it a bit to 
make it what it was.  Hopefully we can do this again.   
 
Our raffle winners were:  Don Streeter, Peter Sinclair, Bob 
Coburn, Ruth Perenez, Jeanette Cook, John Mudge, and 
Dave Curtin.   
 

Remembrance Day 
Gettysburg, PA 

 
Nancy Miville, member of our CWRT as well as the 
Claremont Historical Society in Claremont, NH, read 125 of 
the 3555 names of the honored dead at Gettysburg’s 12th 
Annual Illumination in November.   The photo below is of 
Nancy setting a flag in the NH section at the gravesite of 
Claremonter Pvt. Roland Taylor, Co. G 5th NH Reg't. Taylor 
died 7/11/1863 from a mortal wound received during the 
Battle of Gettysburg 7/2/1863. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WORLD WAR I GROUP 
Four people have started to meet monthly since this year is 
the centenary of the start of the war. We will cover topics in 
chronological order. At the moment, we are meeting on the 
4th Monday at 1 pm in the Cafe next to the Coolidge, but 
this may change. If you want to come or want more 
information, contact Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280] or 
David Curtin [802-633-2536]. 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

2015 GMCWRT Battlefield Journey 
 

Dates:  April 30-May 4, 2015 
 
We will travel to Philadelphia, the Newport News and 
Hampton VA area, Appomattox Court House, and 
Gettysburg.  Mike Cobb, curator at the Hampton VA 
Historical Museum has agreed to guide us around the 
Newport News area.  Mike is a co-author of the Battle of Big 
Bethel: Crucial Clash in Early Civil War Virginia, and has 
authored several other Civil War publications.  In his spare 
time Mike serves as manager of Fort Wool.  Total cost of the 
trip has yet to be determined, but will include RT 
motorcoach transportation from WRJct, most meals, 4 
nights lodging, all guide and admission fees, driver gratuity, 
onboard refreshments and information packet.  A deposit of 
$75 per person is required to hold your place, the deposit is 
50% refundable if you cancel, 100% refundable if the trip is 
cancelled.  Questions?  Email Gail at auntis@comcast.net or 
call 802-296-2919.  Thanks!  Hope you will join us! 
 
Regimental chaplains ministered to troops on 
both sides of the conflict and were considered 

officers, although they could give no 
commands.  They were much better paid than 
the members of their flocks, receiving $80 per 
month in the South and $100 per month in the 

North.  
 
PORTSMOUTH JOURNAL OF LITERATURE AND 
POLITICS (PORTSMOUTH, NH) 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1864 
 
While New Hampshire has furnished the army of the 
republic with thousands of soldiers justly entitled to rank 
among the bravest of the brave, it is nevertheless true that 
she has sent into the ranks her full share of desperadoes and 
bounty-jumpers.  Out of a detachment of recruits sent 
during the past year to one of our regiments in the field, 
over seventy-five deserted to the enemy the first night after 
their arrival at camp.  A few days afterward a Confederate 
officer sent to one of our officers the following note:  “Capt. 
C.:  Please send over your colors.  I am having splendid 
success in organizing the First New Hampshire Rebel 
Regiment.”  The joke, though humorous, carried with it 
some mortifying reflections.   
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FARMER’S CABINET, (AMHERST, NH) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1864 
 
THANKSGIVING WITH THE TENTH REGIMENT. 
 
Camp 10th REG. N.H. VOLS., 
Chaffin’s Farm, Va., Nov. 26th, 1864. 
 
MR. EDITOR: 
 
I would take this opportunity to tender in behalf of the 10th 
Regt. N. H. Vols., my most sincere thanks, to whom it may 
concern, for a bountiful supply of turkeys, chickens, apples, 
onions, crackers, nuts, &c., which we received from His 
Excellency the Governor of N. H. via. L. D. Mason, State 
Agent, on the 26th inst.  A little late by the way, but we were 
all of the opinion that it was better late than never.  I make 
no hesitation in saying that the officers and men were highly 
pleased with their bountiful thanksgiving dinner, and 
greatly benefitted by it.  Most respectfully, 
 

I. C. RICHARDSON, 
2nd Lieut. Comm’g the Regiment. 
 

CALEDONIAN (ST. JOHNSBURY, VT) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1864 
 
Quartermaster General Pitkin is at Washington to procure 
15,000 stands of arms and equipments for the Vermont 
militia. 
 
W. W. Cook of Claremont, N. H., and W. B. Tenney of 
Windham, were arrested in Ludlow on the 25th ult., as 
vagrants, thieves and deserters.  Cook deserted from the 5th 
New Hampshire regiment, and Tenney deserted twice, the 
last time from the 11th Vermont regiment.  Both had on new 
boots and their valises were crammed with calico prints, 
webs of cotton cloth, and other articles they had stolen from 
merchants in Claremont, N. H.  The authorities believe they 
can find out others equally enterprising by the two they 
have caught. 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1864 
 
THE ANDERSONVILLE MARTYRS. 
 
Sam’l Mackey of this town, who was five months at 
Andersonville, came home last week on a furlough.  He is 
pretty well now, and stood his imprisonment better than 
most did….John Green’s body was received Monday, and his 
funeral is to be this (Thursday) afternoon….Harrison W. 
Varney, also of this place and of Co. A, 11th regiment, died at 
Annapolis last week, as did young Green.  After passing 
through the untold horrors of five months at Andersonville, 
it seems particularly hard to die when almost home, as so 
many of our prisoners have.  The long list of names which 
we print on second page will be read with melancholy 
interest. 
 
 
 

VERMONT PHOENIX (BRATTLEBORO, VT) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1864 
GALLANT.—A correspondent of one of our State 
exchanges tells the following story of the gallantry of Ethan 
P. Shores of Granby, a member of Co. K, 8th regiment, in the 
action at Cedar Creek under Gen. Sheridan, Oct. 17th.  In the 
early part of the day a soldier of another company in his 
regiment was coming in from off the skirmish line with (for 
some reason) a discharged musket, when met by a rebel 
with a loaded rifle, who demanded his surrender.  The 
soldier threw down his gun when the rebel attempted to 
stab him with his bayonet, just grazing the soldier’s side.  
This occurring near and in sight of Shores, he immediately 
brought up his gun and fired, killing the rebel instantly, with 
the remark to the soldier freed, “Up with your gun and at 
them again.”  The soldier whose life was thus saved is the 
only one of his company who escaped being killed or 
wounded in that engagement. 
 
Later the color bearer of the 8th regiment was killed, when 
Shores rushed forward to obtain the colors, when he was 
confronted by two rebels who claimed the capture of the 
colors and demanded his own surrender to them as a 
prisoner.  “Never!” he exclaimed, and shooting one and 
bayoneting the other, he bore off the colors unharmed and 
in triumph.   
 
CALEDONIAN, ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 1865 
 
The armory of Lamson & Co., at Windsor, has nearly 
completed its contract with the United States government 
for guns, and the workmen employed in the establishment 
are fast being reduced in number.   
 
VERMONT PHOENIX, BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT 
JANUARY 13, 1865 
 
THE WAR. 
 
THE REMOVAL OF GEN. BUTLER.—The following is 
the dispatch from City Point reporting the removal of Gen. 
Butler, and assigning reasons therefore.  It is from a 
correspondent of the New York Herald: 
 
“The news of the President’s Order No. 1, series of 1865, 
removing Major Gen. Benj. F. Butler from the command of 
the Department of Virginia and North Carolina is causing 
much comment; but, so far as I can learn, little or no 
animadversion.  Whether rightfully or not, Gen. Butler has 
for months past been losing the confidence of the officers of 
the army, until very few will regret his departure outside of 
those that swarm around and attach themselves to those in 
power.  It has been Gen. Butler’s misfortune to appoint too 
many of these selfish and irresponsible persons to official 
positions of trust and responsibility.  Their indiscretions 
have often cost him dearly, and are supposed to be in no 
small degree instrumental in causing his present removal. 
The ostensible grounds for depriving him of his command 
are undoubtedly his recent fiascos of Wilmington and Dutch 
Gap.  But a mountain of dissatisfaction has been 
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accumulating against him for months on account of alleged 
illegal and arbitrary arrests, imprisonments and 
punishments.  It is said that many cases of glaring injustice 
have come to light, and many others are expected to be 
developed by his supersedure.   
 
Major Gen. Butler is ordered to turn over his command, all 
moneys and government property, and the civil fund in his 
possession, to the person named by Lieut. Gen. Grant as his 
temporary successor, and to proceed to Lowell, Mass., and 
to report to the War Department by letter. 
 
Major Gen. Edward O. C. Ord, commanding the 24th army 
corps, has been named the temporary successor of Gen. 
Butler, and will at once take charge of the department. 
 
VERMONT PHOENIX (BRATTLEBORO, VT) 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 1865 
 
VERMONT ITEMS. 
 
General Stannard has had command of the Northern 
frontier since the 12th ult. 
 
Col. Warner of the 11th Vt., who is now at home, the St. 
Albans Messenger says, has been brevetted a brigadier, an 
honor he has well earned. 
 
Joshua P. Sawyer, late Lt. in the 2d Vermont regiment, has 
been appointed Captain in Hancock's veteran corps, and is 
now on duty at Clifburn barracks. 
 
The following Vermont officers were in Libby Prison 
Hospital Dec. 31st:--Lieut. F. R. Carpenter, 8th Vt.; Lieut. H. 
O. Wheeler and Assistant Surgeon F. Whitman, Vt. cavalry. 
 
The President has issued a proclamation that the port of St. 
Albans, Vt., is entitled to all the privileges in regard to the 
exportation of merchandise in bond to the British North 
American provinces, as extended to other ports. 
 
Eighty-three men were drafted in Burlington on Tuesday for 
the militia companies.  Among those drafted were Gov. 
Underwood and Rev. D. H. Buel, the Episcopal clergyman. 
 
On the day of its recent departure from the Valley, the old 
Vermont Brigade numbered less than 1500 men fit for duty. 
 The casualties of the Brigade in killed and wounded since 
May 5th, are 3,112. 
 
Lieut. H. Carroll, 2d Vt. Vols., reached his home in 
Middlebury Tuesday morning.  He escaped from the rebel 
prison at Columbia, S.C., Nov. 1, and after a weary march of 
500 miles reached Nashville Jan. 1.  He says he owes his 
escape to the assistance of the negroes he met on the way. 
 
PORTSMOUTH JOURNAL OF LITERATURE AND 
POLITICS (PORTSMOUT, NH)  
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 1865 
 
A SINGULAR CASE.—A gentleman in one of our 

suburban cities raised a company two or three years since 
for one of our regiments, and departed for the battle-field, 
leaving behind a young wife.  A few months after the lady 
gave birth to a child, and subsequently the name of her 
husband appeared among those killed in one of the battles 
fought by the Potomac army.  A body, said to be that of her 
husband, was sent to her, and the remains were interred, 
she believing all the time that she was burying her husband.  
The lady remained single about a year, then removed her 
mourning, was married again, and now has a child by her 
second husband.  A few weeks ago the wife was somewhat 
surprised at reading the name of her first husband in a list 
of Massachusetts soldiers who had recently been released 
from a rebel prison, he having arrived at Annapolis, Md.  
She now has two living husbands, and children by both.—
Traveller. 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE SENTINEL (KEENE, NH) 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 1865 
 
DEATH OF COL. BELL.  Col. Lewis Bell of the 4th N. H. 
Regiment commanded a Brigade in the assault on Fort 
Fisher, and was mortally wounded while gallantly leading it 
on to victory, and died the next Monday morning.  He was a 
native of Chester, this State, and was only 28 years of age. 
 He graduated at Brown University in 1853--studied law at 
Charlestown and Manchester, and was in the practice of his 
profession when the rebellion broke out.  He entered the 
service as Captain of a company in the first regiment of 
three months men, in the Spring of 1861--was made Lt. 
Colonel of the 4th N. H. Volunteers, in September 1861, and 
was appointed its commander on the resignation of Col. 
Whipple, in March, 1862. 
 
Previous to the Wilmington expedition he was several times 
a temporary brigade commander, and served bravely at 
Pocotaligo, S. C., and during the memorable siege of Fort 
Wagner.   
 
The newspaper, London Spectator, denounced 

the Emancipation Proclamation as a 
hypocritical sham.   

 
Transportation magnate Cornelius Vanderbilt 

prized each of his ships.  But as a patriotic 
gesture, he agreed to sell a seventeen hundred-

ton vessel that bore his name to the Federal 
government-at his own price.  He asked for, 

and received, exactly one dollar.   
 
 

MESSAGE FROM JACK ANDERSON 
 

David McCollough, a former member of the RT from 
Royalton (or at least an attendee a few years back) is now 
living in Gettysburg, where his wife works at the college. 
 
He called me twice about this man, Randy Drais. 
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Here’s his web site. 
 
http://battleofgettysburgbuff.com 
 
David urges us to get him to our RT to do a program. From 
the sound of it, Mr. Drais travels. 
 
Editor’s note:  Lew and I have met Randy.  He has a 
wonderful web site on Gettysburg and also puts out a 
newsletter a few times during the year as well as he puts on 
a number of tours during the year at Gettysburg.  He just 
retired the week of Christmas.   

 
 

A Very Happy Birthday to Peter Sinclair 
 and General Lewis A. Grant 

 (January 17, 1828-March 20, 1918  
 

AND 
 

Happy New Year!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE NEKCWRT DECEMBER 
NEWSLETTER: 

 
Kay Jorgensen, editor of The Civil War News, published in 
Tunbridge, Vermont has sent the following: The hosts of the 
annual April Salisbury Confederate Prison Symposium in 
Salisbury, North Carolina would like to let people know that 
they would welcome a speaker from Vermont since some 
Vermonters were at the prison. They pay a small 
honorarium. Contact Sue Curtis at 704 637-6411, or 
Southpaws@fibrant.com. Her United Daughters of the 
Confederacy chapter hosts he weekend program (lectures on 
Saturdays). Also check out www.civilwarnews.com;  
www.artillerymanmagazine.com;  
www.facebook.com/civilwarnews;  
mail@civilwarnews.com.  
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