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ROBERT SULLIVAN 

“COPPERHEADS – THE OPPOSITION TO THE 

WAR IN THE NORTHERN STATES” 

        SATURDAY, JAN. 12, 2013 

HOTEL COOLIDGE 

WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
12:00 P.M.  Social Hour 

12:30 Buffet Dinner 
1:00-1:15 Business Meeting 

1:30  Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, Jan. 11.  Cost per person for the buffet dinner 
is $18.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for non-
members.  For reservations please contact Gail Blake 
at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

HOT DISH/SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 
 
 

 
“Copperheads – The Opposition to the War in 

the Northern States” 
 

Robert Sullivan 
 

      This talk with cover a relatively unknown aspect of the 
American Civil War which was the organized and not 
organized, opposition in the northern states to the war to 
suppress the rebellious southern states.  The term 
"Copperheads" was a pejorative term, (copperhead snake), 
given to cover all who opposed the war from politicians to 
newspaper editors.  As is the case many times with 
pejorative terms, the opponents of the war embraced the 
name.  I will cover anti-war opposition from high-minded 
constitutional arguments in Congress to violent riots in 
various cities. 
      The opposition to the war is mostly forgotten because of 
the North's victory and the morally suspect aspect of having 
opposed a war which also ended slavery.  Yet, the opposition 
was a political reality taken seriously by Lincoln who 
characterized it as a "Fire in the Rear.”  The opposition was 
powerful enough politically to deeply concern Lincoln over 
his reelection chances and to lure the Confederacy to 
attempt to collude with it.  I will also include draft riots and 
draft dodging which included the wealthy buying poor men 
to fight for them.  I will tell of the unraveling of the 
movement due to various factors such as the movement's 
misjudgment of the South's determination to secede, the 
antipathy towards them from front line soldiers, the morally 
suspect aspect of their support for slavery and ultimately the 
military success of the Northern armies.   
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PROGRAM CHAIR 
 

Peter Sinclair has finally put together a Program 
Committee.  Members are:  Peter Sinclair, David 
Walden, Whitney Maxfield, Gail Blake, and John 
Mudge.  If you have any ideas or suggestions for 
speakers or topics, please contact one of these 
members.    
 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

2013 Program Schedule 

February 9             Steve Sodergren – “Vermont 
Brigade During the Peninsula Campaign of 1862” 
 
March 9                  Catherine Wright – Curator of the 
Museum of the Confederacy – “Lee’s Last Casualty:  
The Life and Letters of Sgt. Robert Parker, 2nd 
Virginia Cavalry.” 
 
April 13         Steve Floyd – NHCWRT – 
“Memorials at Gettysburg.” 
 
May 14                      John Mudge – “Report on Trips to 
Virginia on His Family”    
 
June 11                     Howard Coffin – “New book on 
Vermont towns related to the Civil War.” 
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

Vermont Civil War Hemlocks web site: 

http://hemlocks.vermontcivilwar.org/index.html 

Jan. 10 – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union 
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial 
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH.  Camp 
members, junior members, SUVCW Auxiliary 

members, and guests are welcome!  For more 
information:  
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html 

January 18, 2013 - Pres. CWRTNH, Michael 
Schroeder - "Union Combined Operations - 
Charleston 1863" For more information, check out their 
web site at www.cwrt-nh.org/ 

OTHER CIVIL WAR EVENTS AROUND 
VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Vermont Historical Society and Museum, 60 
Washington Street, Barre, VT  05641 - 
julie.nelson@state.vt.us   (802) 479-8519   

The Vermont Historical Society announces the opening of 
the third exhibit at the Vermont Heritage Galleries: 
Service & Sacrifice: Vermont’s Civil War 
Generation. 
  Artifacts, documents and photographs throughout 
the exhibit tell the story of individual Vermonters during 
and after the war. On display for the first time since its 
acquisition, will be a scene from the Grand Panorama of 
the late War, a 6-foot by 150-foot long painting by Charles 
Andrus in the 1890s depicting ten scenes from the Civil 
War. 

 Also featured will be a selection of Civil War flags 
from the State of Vermont’s collection. These iconic, strong 
symbols for the soldiers will be rotated onto display 
throughout the course of the exhibit. One of the most 
notorious stories documented in the exhibit are the exploits 
of carpetbagger Marshal Harvey Twitchell, a daring Union 
soldier who served in the Vermont Brigade. 
  Photography, a relatively new technology in 1861, 
realistically showed for the first time the drudgery and 
horrors of war to the people at home. George Houghton 
traveled from Brattleboro to photograph the Vermont 
troops in Virginia. A selection of Houghton’s photographs 
on exhibit will include panoramic images of the military 
encampment as well as close-up shots of individuals around 
the camp. 
  Visitors to the Vermont History Center can learn 
firsthand about the service and sacrifice of Vermont citizens 
from this new exhibit. Admission for all three Vermont 
Heritage Galleries is free until December 31, 2012. Call 
(802) 479-8500 or go online: www.vermonthistory.org. 
  
George and Lorette: A Civil War Love Story June 
29, 2012 - January 15, 2013  The exhibit tells the story of 
Capt. George G. Howe and Lorette Wolcott who courted  
through tender love letters during the Civil War and whose 
correspondence was featured in  the Sheldon Museum’s 
2011 play “Remember Me to All Good Folks.” The couple’s 
original letters, George’s uniform, his military 
accoutrement, women’s clothing, and period household 
objects, all from the Sheldon Museum’s collection, will be 
on view. 
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News from the 18th Vermont Regiment 
 
The 18th Vermontt Regiment will be sponsoring a mid-sized 
event July 19-21, 2013, in Burlington, Vermont, welcoming 
back the heroes of Gettysburg just two weeks after the 13th 
Vermont Regiment fought with distinction in the critical 
battle. I'm organizing a full weekend of activities centered 
on the dedication of a new historical marker in City Park 
with an evening of Irish music, theater, and talks in the City 
Hall auditorium. Anyone who would like to get involved in 
helping to organize, promote, and present this event is 
encouraged to contact William L. McKone, President of the 
18th VT Regiment 
Box 460 
Jeffersonville, VT 05464 
(802) 644-2433 
pres18vt@stoweaccess.com 
 

RT TRIP 2013 
TO GETTYSBURG! 

MAY 2-6 
 

Our 2013 journey will be to Gettysburg.  Dates are 
May 2nd to the 6th, which is a week earlier than our usual 
time frame.  Gettysburg will be very busy this coming year 
with sesquicentennial events, tourism is slated to be at an 
all time high, and our trip was planned with this in mind, 
hence the change in dates, which saved us considerable cost 
for lodging. 
  Our Premiere Coach has been reserved, Bob has 
been requested as our driver, and our hotel rooms have 
been booked.  We will be staying at the Comfort Suites, 
located on Baltimore Pike.  I am currently working on our 
itinerary which will include (I hope), a much anticipated 
tour of Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg, a tour of the many 
churches in Gettysburg, which comes highly recommended, 
and I am hoping that we will spend some time walking in 
the footsteps of the Iron Brigade.  I have several other 
things in the works, but nothing definitive at this point.  
Also considering a visit to the National CW Museum in 
Harrisburg on our way into Gettysburg.  
  Cost for the trip looks to be around $625 per 
person, based on double occupancy and will include RT 
motorcoach transportation from WRJct, 4 nights lodging, 
all guide and admission fees, most meals, refreshments, and 
an information packet.  I have based the pricing on 35 
people, so costs could fluctuate a bit.  I will keep you 
apprised on that.  Single rooms will be available at an 
additional cost. 
  A deposit of $75 per person is required, deposits are 
100% refundable if the trip is cancelled and 50% refundable 
if you cancel.  Checks can be made payable to GMCWRT and 
mailed to me at:  Gail Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 
05001.  Any questions, concerns, suggestions?  Email me at 
auntis@comcast.net or call 802-296-2919.  I am not 
home very often but if you leave a message I will return your 
call as soon as I can. 
 
 
 

Minutes of our December Meeting 
By Peter Sinclair 

 
At the December meeting, our first on a Saturday for the 
season, Michelle Arnosky Sherburne talked about the book 
she and colleagues have produced on Peacham, VT and the 
Civil War. The book is called  "A Vermont Hill Town in the 
Civil War" and was compiled and edited by Jutta Scott and 
Michelle with an essay by Lynn Bonfield. 
 
We had a smaller than usual crowd [14 paying for lunch and 
4 walk-ins], and it would be helpful to know why? Is it 
because it's a Saturday or it's December or something else? 
It would be helpful if those who did not attend mention to 
someone from the Executive Committee in person or by 
email why they did not attend. 
 
Michelle explained that the book is a combination of letters, 
memoirs, diaries and pictures, some of which are held by 
the Peacham Historical Society and some elsewhere. She 
acknowledged help from many sources including Tom 
Ledoux, webmaster for the Vermont in the Civil War 
website. 
 
A new idea was to have members of our group read excerpts 
from the letters with commentary from Michelle giving 
more information and what happened to the writers. Four 
were soldiers, two of whom died either in battle or of 
disease and two survived for some time. In addition, there 
was a reading from a letter by Martha Johnson, who worked 
in South Carolina in 1863 as a teacher. Several people from 
the North went to teach after the war under the Freedmans 
Bureau (started by General Oliver Otis Howard), but few 
went during the War. Martha was also part of a family of 
well-known abolitionists. 
 
Peter felt that this program brought us closer to the actual 
experiences of soldiers in the war, since the letters described 
to various extents how it felt to be there, in battle, and in 
anticipation of battle and harm. 
 
Peter is going to ask our speaker for March 2013 on Virginia 
Cavalry letters to see if we can have members read some of 
his letters. We need to note this tends to lengthen the 
program so the Chairperson needs to watch the time 
carefully. 
 
In the early part of the meeting, Whitney Maxfield 
announced he found yet another relative in the War, and I 
think he will send Ginny a note about this person. Also Peter 
mentioned an article in the Journal Opinion (Bradford, VT) 
concerning a new website at the Vermont Historical Society 
that shows locations related to the abolitionist movement. 
I've looked on the VHS website, but not found any more 
information about this. Peter emailed VHS to ask them for 
more information. 
 
I suggested we have a discussion of the "Lincoln" film at the 
next meeting.   
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Because of the holidays, there is no treasurer’s 
report.  There will also be photos and a “thank-

you” note from the folks at the “National 
Wreath Project” we donated to in November in 

the January newsletter.   
 

 

 
 
Above:  GMCWRT Membership Chair, Nancy Miville  at the 
grave of Lt. Samuel Little– photo by Ed Miville 
 

Wreath Laying Ceremony 
Pleasant Street Cemetery 

Claremont, NH  
 

In observance of the 150 year anniversary of the Battle of 
Fredericksburg, VA, which was fought on December 13th, 
1862, a wreath laying ceremony was conducted Saturday, 
December 15th, to remember two Claremont soldiers who 
were mortally wounded at that battle.   Members of the Sons 
of Union Veterans and re-enactors of the 5th NH Infantry 
Volunteers met in Pleasant Street Cemetery, Claremont, 
NH, where the men, LT George Nettleton and LT Samuel 
Little, are buried near each other.   

 
 
 

 
 
Participants include (l to r): PVT Darryl Slicer, 5th NH 
Regiment Re-enactors; PVT Mike Shklar, PVT Gary Ward, 
and First SGT Theodore Occhi, Major McKinley Camp No. 
9, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War; 2nd LT Eric 
Hector, member of the VT Hemlocks; Steve Wood, as 
President Lincoln; Nancy Miville, organizer of the event, 
member of the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table and 
Claremont Historical Society; and Ginny Gage, member of 
the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table. 
(Photo by GMCWRT member, Ed Miville)  
 

Caledonian 
January 16, 1863 

 
A story is told of a stout, athletic Zouave, who, running away 
from the battle of Fredericksburg, was checked by a 
lieutenant with a drawn sword.  Said the latter, "Stop, sir!  
Go back to your regiment, you infernal coward; you are not 
wounded."  "For Heaven's sake, let me pass," implored the 
fugitive; "I know I'm not wounded, but I'm fearfully 
demoralized." 
 
Large numbers of slaves in the lower counties of Maryland, 
since the Christmas holidays, have refused to go to work for 
their masters unless they are paid wages for their labor, 
alleging that they became free on the 1st of January by the 
proclamation of emancipation.  The masters are afraid to 
employ force, lest thereby they incur the vengeance of the 
"chattels," and drive them into acts of violence, for which, it 
is said, the negroes are fully prepared.  Some of the 
slaveholders, in order to settle the matter amicably and 
preserve peace in the family, have agreed to pay their slaves 
wages; others, however, have refused, and their negroes are 
escaping.  That's what slavery is coming to in all the border 
states.  They had better accept the President's offer, and sell 
out. 
 
The stories about Mr. Seward's heavy drinking--so rife the 
last year--are declared to grow out of the fact that he drinks 
largely of cold tea, without milk, and from a black bottle and 
goblet.  Ah! 
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Prentice (of the Louisville Journal) says of the rebel leader 
Morgan: 
"A fellow that has stolen as many horses as John Morgan 
need have no fear that even his worst enemies will ever call 
him a one horse concern." 
 
PARTIAL STATE EMANCIPATION.-- The Washington 
correspondent of the New York Evening Post says:   
"Senator Collamer of Vermont made the best criticism upon 
that part of the President's proclamation which gives 
freedom to one part of a state and slavery to another.--He 
remarked that, like Hudibras, he was willing to trust to one 
spur, for if one side of the horse was kept in good pace the 
other side would not be far behind.  The attempt to 
maintain slavery in a district, or small part of a state, 
southern people say, will prove an utter failure, and no 
doubt the President expects it to be so." 
 

THE CAVALRY REGIMENT 
St. Albans Daily Messenger 

January 22, 1863 
 
THE CAVALRY REGIMENT.--The Vermont Cavalry are 
doing picket duty in the vicinity of Dranesville and 
Annandale, the headquarters of the regiment being still near 
Alexandria.  The regiment, says a correspondent of the 
Rutland Herald, is now effectually mounted and in good 
condition, only fifty being on the sick list.  It has done a 
great amount of hard service, and in connection with the 
New York 5th Cavalry, has won the highest praise from 
general officers under whom they have been placed.  The 
sanitary condition of the Regiment, under the excellent care 
of Surgeon Gale and Assistant Surgeon Edson, has been 
almost uniformly good.  
 

OUR REGIMENTS IN THE FIELD 
PORTSMOUTH JOURNAL OF LITERATURE 

AND POLITICS 
PORTSMOUTH, NH 
JANUARY 24, 1863 

 
SECOND 

 
 The annexed item in regard to Gen. Marston and 
the Second, is from the able Washington correspondent of 
the Statesman:-- 
 “The Second Regiment is probably to return to New 
Hampshire, and make winter quarters at the Fort at 
Portsmouth.  Gen. Marston is in this city, having come out 
of his terrible campaign in excellent health and spirits.  
There are few officers who have seen so much stormy, 
wearing, tearing, and perilous service as he, and fewer who 
have, like him, come forth from the ordeal full of health and 
courage, and unabated mental vigor.  His regiment now 
numbers 876 muskets.  Since entering the service, 500 of 
his men have been hit by balls or shells.  This statement of 
two facts is more honorable to the persistent patriotism of 
the men, and the ____ of the commander of them for his 
position, than anything and everything that can be said of 

their marvelous career.  General Marston, in my 
conversation with him, has always taken pride in making 
the number of men he has safely led through his conflicts 
the greatest possible.  Some officers delight of having torn 
their commands all into shreds.—I don’t believe there is a 
regiment in the army that can show such figures as the 
Second New Hampshire, in these particulars.  Gen. Marston 
will soon be ordered with a command.”   
 
On January 1, 1863, Union naval commander 
Jonathan Wainwright is killed and his ship sunk 
when two Confederate cottonclad ships attack the 
Northern blockade at Galveston, Texas. 
 
On January 1, 1863, Confederate soldiers captured 
Galveston, Texas, shelling and seizing the USS 
Harriet Lane.  Major Albert Lea went aboard the 
vessel with a boarding party.  He found on deck his 
own son, Edward Lea, a Union Navy lieutenant 
commander of the Harriet Lane, just before he 
died.   
 
On January 11, 1863, Union admiral David D. 
Porter, with the help of General John McClernand, 
captures 36 Confederate officers and over 6,000 
troops at Fort Hindman, Arkansas.  Porter’s 
gunboats, after hours of shelling, reduce the fort’s 
defenses to rubble. 
 

VERMONT SOLDIERS’ HOME 
 

 The question of a Soldiers’ Home in Vermont was 
agitated for some years, but did not take a practical 
direction until 1884, when numerous petitions were sent to 
the Legislature at Montpelier, for the establishment of a 
Home for Vermont’s veterans, and the result was the 
passage of a bill incorporating as a Board of Trustees; 
Redfield Proctor, Frederick Billings, C. C. Kinsman, A. B. 
Franklin, Hugh Henry, P. P. Pitkin, J. C. Stearns, Franklin 
Fairbanks, Josiah Grout, George T. Childs, H. K. Ide, 
William Wells, Julius J. Estey, A. B. Valentine, Warren 
Gibbs, Z. M. Mansur, Frank Kenfield, A. S. Tracy, and their 
associates and successors.  It is provided that “The whole 
number of said trustees shall never exceed eighteen, fifteen 
of whom shall be members of the Department of Vermont, 
Grand Army of the Republic, and whenever any vacancy 
shall occur among said fifteen, the remaining trustees shall 
select from the Department of Vermont, Grand Army of the 
Republic, a trustee to fill such vacancy.” 
 A splendid estate situated in Bennington, which was 
given by the late Hon. T. W. Park for the purpose of an Old 
Ladies’ Home, but which, owing to the sudden death of Mr. 
Park, was not sufficiently endowed, was offered by the 
Trustees of the Old Ladies’ Home to the Trustees of the 
Soldiers’ Home for the purposes as set forth by the Act 
above quoted.  The offer was gladly and thankfully accepted, 
and the Legislatures of 1884 and 1886 made ample 
appropriations for the enlargement of the buildings and 
support of Vermont’s disabled veterans. 
 The grounds of the Home consist of 200 acres, 
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meadow and pasture, with several beautiful groves, all 
surrounded by mountain scenery rarely equaled.  Pure 
spring water in abundance is brought from the adjacent hills 
to supply the wants of the Home, and to make one of the 
finest fountains in the world, the waters of which are thrown 
in a steady stream 180 feet in height.  With comparatively 
small expenditure, the old buildings have been enlarged, so 
as to accommodate all the veterans of the State needing 
such a refuge. 
 The extensive grounds, home-like buildings, 
beautiful surroundings, and kind care, make it a home in 
fact as well as in name.  Comrade R. J. Coffey, a veteran of 
the 1st and 4th Vermont Regiments, is now Superintendent, 
and his wife is Matron of the Home. 
 General William Wells, of Burlington, is President 
of the Board of Trustees.  The general supervision of the 
Home and its financial management, are in charge of a 
special committee of Trustees, of which Comrade A. B. 
Valentine is the resident member. 
 
(Above is from the Department of Vermont book of the 
Grand Army of the Republic.) 
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January Birthdays 
 
General Robert E. Lee – January 19, 1807 
Commodore Matthew Fontaine Maury – Jan. 14, 1806 
Lt. General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson – Jan. 21, 1824 
Lt. Gen. James Longstreet – Jan. 8, 1821 
Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett – Jan. 28, 1825 
 
Union Colonel William Gamble – Jan. 1, 1818 
Major Union General Lewis A. Grant – Jan. 17, 18258 
Union Cavalry General Judson Kilpatrick – Jan. 14, 1836 
Union General Thomas Kane – Jan. 27, 1822 
 
 

Happy New Year!  
 

And 
 

Happy Birthday to our Program 
Chair,  

Peter Sinclair! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


