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JACK ANDERSON 

“ VERMONT SHARPSHOOTERS 

MONUMENT – CO. F 

PITZER WOODS” 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2020 

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
     12:00 Social Hour 

                                   12:15 Buffet Lunch 
  12:45 Business Meeting 

1:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, TUESDAY, JAN. 7.  Cost per 
person for the meal is $13.00. For reservations 
please contact Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 
802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 
Pulled Pork  
Pulled Chicken  
Dozen Slider Rolls  
Mixed Baby Greens Salad w/Maple Balsamic 
Vinaigrette  

Macaroni & Cheese  
Coleslaw 
Dessert 
 

VERMONT SHARPSHOOTERS MONUMENT 
Co. F” 

Jack Anderson 
 
On July 2, 1863, Co. F of the 1st US Sharpshooters, a 
Vermont company, was involved in a twenty minute 
firefight with two Confederate brigades in Pitzer’s Woods, 
west of the Emmitsburg Road at Gettysburg. Their 
reconaissance determined the location of the enemy prior to 
Longstreet's Attack. Not that it mattered at the time, 
because General Sickles had, without authority, moved his 
3rd Corps to an untenable position. 
 
In 1878 a monument was erected at the spot of Co. F’s 
position on that day. The monument was made from 
Vermont marble from the Ripley Marble Works  
in Rutland Center, VT. 
 
In 1994, the monument was destroyed by a falling tree 
during a wind storm. It was smashed. Efforts began to 
restore it. 
 
In 1999 and into the year 2000, the GMCWRT, enabled by 
Mr. Lew Gage, worked mightily to get the monument 
restored. It was re-erected in June of 2000. It was re-
dedicated in November, 2000. 
 
This program will tell the story of the unparalled effort of 
many people, organizatons, and groups to restore this 
monument, at a fraction of the NPS’s estimate. It was a true 
collaborative effort to save history, and a success story. 
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2020 PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

Feb. 8 – Saturday – Steve Sodergren – 
“Confederate Monuments” 

March 14 – Saturday – The Hardtacks – Civil War 
Folk Music 

April 11 – Saturday – Rob Grandchamp  - 
“Dartmouth Cavalry” 

May 12 – Nancy Miville – “A War of Firsts and 
Firsts in the Civil War” 

June 9 -  Frank Varney  

                                         2021 
 
May  - Patrick Falci  

Other RT Meetings and Happenings: 

Jan 17 – CWRT OF NH ~ Robert Hodgman, 
President of the CWRTNH ~ "Rutherford B. Hayes 
and the 23rd Regt Ohio Vol. Inf." - Epping Town Hall, 
Epping, NH. Doors open about 6:45 and meeting begins at 
7:15 pm. www.cwrt-nh.org  
 
Jan. 23 – Vermont Women and the Civil War -  
Howard Coffin - Drawing from letters and diaries, Coffin 
tells their story in their own words, describe life during the 
Civil War in the Green Mountain State. – Chelsea Town 
Hall, 296 VT Rte. 110, Chelsea, VT – 7 p.m. – Sponsored by 
the Vermont Humanities Council. 
 

CIVIL WAR MONUMENTS  

GARY CASTEEL 

In case anyone is interested in purchasing 
reproductions of the monuments at Gettysburg as well 
as some other battlefields,  Gary Casteel does a 
wonderful job.  This is his web site:  

http://casteelsculpturesllc.com/gettysburg-
monuments/?sort=featured&page=4 
 

November Meeting Minutes 
 
We had a small group this meeting.  About 22 people.  Some 
of this was due to the fact that we had to change our 
meeting because of the weather. 
 
Alan Brunelle gave a wonderful talk on the Gallant 2nd NH 
Regiment, even mentioning Harriet Patience Dame. (Thank 
you, Alan!).  I’m sure we all learned some interesting 
information on this regiment.   
 

Raffle winners were Sue Cutting, Tony Gow, Ruth Perrinez, 
Alan Brunelle, Don Streeter, Frank Bonnett, Penny Johnson 
and Brian Smith.   
 

ROUND TABLE 2020 TRIP 
On To Richmond, Part 3 

May 14-May 18, 2020 
 
We will visit various Civil War and historic sites, 
battlefields, and museums in the Richmond area, take an 
inside look at the USCT and their experiences in and around 
Richmond, socially and militarily, and still have time for 
some good old fashioned fun!  Pricing will include RT luxury 
(i.e. the big bus) motorcoach transportation from WRJct, 
breakfast each day, most lunches and dinners, 4 nights hotel 
accommodations, all guide and admission fees, information 
packet, and on board refreshments.  Deposits of $75 per 
person will hold your spot, checks can be made out to the 
GMCWRT and given to Gail at any meeting or mailed to 
Gail Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001.   
 
Our trips are always open to anyone who is interested, no 
membership required, so feel free to spread the word to all 
of your history loving friends! 
 

“OLD CAMP GRIFFIN GAZETTES!” 
 
While going through my copies of this newsletter, I 
discovered that I have some duplicates from “a few years 
ago.”  One that goes back to December 1998, some from 
1999, a couple from 2002, a few from 2003, and a number 
from 2004.   
 
I intend to bring these to our January meeting and put them 
on the table for folks to take, if they want.  Free!  Any that 
are left over will go to the recycle bin! 
 
If anyone would like to be certain to get any or all of them, 
please let me know ahead of time, and I will put them aside 
for you.  E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  
603-542-4664 
 
First come, first served!   
 

SENDING DAMAGED MONUMENTS AWAY 
Memorials Defaced by Vandal Last Spring will 
be Made as Good as New.  Damaged Portions 

will be Replaced by New Ones. 
 

Adams County News 
May 9, 1914 

Portions of seven of the nine monuments damaged 
by a vandal on March 4, 1913, were sent away this week 
under the direction of the National Park Commission to be 
replaced.  The cost of the work will amount to about $7,000 
and an appropriation has been made for the expense.  Two 
of the monuments, the Fifth Corps marker and the Sixth 
Maine, will be repaired here.  The pieces to be replaced are 
the following: 
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Shaft of the 49th Pennsylvania; 6th New Jersey; die 
of the 5th Wisconsin; shaft of the 37th Massachusetts; figure 
and plinth of the 1st Vermont (Lion Monument); figure and 
die of the 96th Pennsylvania; figure and plinth of the 40th 
New York.  It will be noticed that two figures of soldiers, 
which were badly battered, will be sent away, while the fine 
lion monument is included.  The others include monuments 
where parts of guns were battered or corners were chipped 
off. 

The work of replacing these will be done under 
contract by the Van Amringe Granite Company, of Boston, 
which has had charge of much other work on the battlefield.  
Where possible, the damaged portions will be sent back to 
the quarries from which they were originally cut and the 
stones and work will be duplicated as nearly as possible.   
Only portions of the monuments had to be sent away and 
the other original parts will again be replaced upon the 
arrival of the new pieces. 

The Fifth Corps marker, which was originally 
erected by the National Park Commission, will be repaired 
as it stands.  Three of the Maltese crosses and the cap stone 
will be cut down slightly so as to include the places that 
were hammered out, and at the Sixth Maine all that is 
necessary is to cut and polish some of the corners.   

After the work of the vandal was discovered in the 
spring of 1913, Colonel E. B. Cope repaired all the damaged 
memorials in such a careful way that only a close 
examination revealed where the monuments had been 
injured.  The broken pieces were replaced with a German 
cement which was colored to match the stone and all the 
monuments were placed in condition for the battle 
anniversary celebration in July.  Now, however, they are to 
be replaced with perfect sections. 

The vandal, who committed the inexplicable deed 
here, is believed to have operated on one of the southern 
battlefields shortly afterward as similar work was done 
there.  No arrest was ever made and the man got away after 
committing a deed which aroused the indignation of the 
entire country.   

 
Star & Sentinel 

Tuesday Evening, July 9, 1889 
Battlefield Notes. 

 
 Last week several interesting dedications were held, 
although the week was unusually dull for battle week.  If the 
circus had not attracted a large crowd on Wednesday, there 
would have been no perceptible difference in the 
appearance of the town from other weeks. 
 On Tuesday at 12 o’clock the monument to the four 
New York Companies (A, B, D, and H) of the first United 
States Sharpshooters was dedicated.  It is located on the 
advanced position of the regiment in the woods, near 
Pitzer’s Run, north-west of the Peach Orchard.  The 
exercises were brief, and were somewhat interfered with by 
the bad weather.  Sergt. C. E. Graves, of Bennington, Vt., 
delivered an historical address and Capt. C. J. Buchanan, of 
Albany, delivered an eloquent oration.  Gen. Berdan, who 
commanded the regiment and is famous as the organizer of 
this branch of the service closed the exercises with a few 

brief remarks.  The monument is a Quincy granite shaft 
fourteen feet high, standing on a die seven feet high. 
 

A CONFEDERATE SOLDIER'S PRAYER 
Author Unknown 

 
(Attributed to a battle weary C.S.A soldier near the end of 
the war) 
 
I asked God for strength, that I might achieve; 
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 
I asked for health, that I might do greater things; 
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 
I asked for riches, that I might be happy; 
I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men; 
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life; 
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 
I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped for. 
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were 
answered. 
I am among all men most richly blessed 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
“HIKING THROUGH HISTORY: CIVIL WAR 

SITES ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL’ 
By John Mudge  

 
            I have done a lot of hiking in my life and saw the book 
HIKING THROUGH HISTORY: CIVIL WAR SITES ON 
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL and thought it would be 
interesting and possibly useful.  I imagined a few trips 
where I might do these hikes and maybe even prepare a 
presentation for the Roundtable.  I bought the book.  Don’t 
expect a presentation at a future meeting.  I found the book 
most unhelpful.   
            I quickly became discouraged when I had to google so 
many of the hikes and locations just in order to determine 
where, what town or city, they were near.  You could begin a 
description of a hike by saying it is near a specific town.  Not 
in this book.  Then, when I found a hike, the maps in the 
book were sometimes very puzzling to use.  I have some 
road maps of my own and tried to use them with the 
book.  Well, the problem is this:  In some of the maps in this 
book, North is to the right.  Think of most maps, and North 
is at the top of the map.  I don’t mean to be picky, but when 
you are trying to plan a trip and two of your maps, the 
roadmap and google, follow the normal convention and put 
North at the top, but this book puts North in all sorts of 
different directions, then just planning the trip was 
becoming cumbersome.   Think of the Appalachian Trail 
itself, it runs north – south.  The maps in this little book 
don’t follow any convention. 
             Some of the hikes are very short and appear to be 
near each other.  Therefore, one could do more than one 
hike in a day.  That would be good to know and plan for.   
            Another problem that I had was there was sometimes 
too much emphasis on the Civil War Site “related” to the 
hike.  The hikes and walks around Harpers Ferry take up 30 
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pages of the book and that includes many many pages of 
what happened in Harpers Ferry.  Tell me about the 
hikes/walks and I will read elsewhere about what went on 
there.  (My ancestor and his son were there.)  At the end of 
the chapter on Harpers Ferry, the book has three pages on 
W. E. Du Bois.  Ok, in 1909 Du Bois wrote on book on 
Harpers Ferry, but the walk being described is in Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts.  Am I supposed to walk from 
Harpers Ferry to Great Barrington?  Is a walk in Great 
Barrington really about a “Civil War Site?” 
  
            Yes, these hikes might be fun to do, but if using this 
book, you had better do a lot of planning before you head off 
on the trip because the book is not well designed to be a 
guidebook.  Don’t go south on a trip to do these hikes and 
think that you will be able to easily do them without lots of 
other maps and guidebook information.  
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

John Mudge – January 4 
Bob Coburn – January 13 
Peter Sinclair – January 17 (he shares with General 
Lewis A. Grant!)  

 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
Gail Blake 
55 Orizzonto Road 
White River Jct., VT  05001 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Starting Balance: $3800.30 
Expenses: 
November Speaker expenses: $163(meal, donation to 
Center for Civil War Photography in lieu of speaker fee) 
Peter Sinclair: $150, reimbursement of donation to  
St. Johnsbury History Center 
Maple Street Catering: $310(meal, tax, delivery, gratuity) 
Deposit: $277(meals, dues, raffle, donations) 
Petty Cash:  $100.00  
Balance: $3454.30 
 

Harriet Tubman Movie 
 

Peter Sinclair suggested that I remind people about the 
Harriet Tubman movie that is currently out.  Mary Davis 
and I saw it recently in Hanover, and we really enjoyed 
seeing it.  Was surprised that so many people actually were 
in the audience!  Not sure how much longer it will be in the 
area.   
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