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ALL IN PERSON  
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 

CANCELED THROUGH THE  
END OF JUNE 2021. 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, the Bugbee Center has partially 
reopened, but limited to 10 people!  That, of 
course, will not work for us.   We have decided 
to cancel all our meetings through the end of 
June 2021. 
 
 

2021 GMCWRT JOURNEY 
On To Richmond, Part 3 

 
UPDATE! 

 
On To Richmond, Part 3 
 
The current dates for our journey to Richmond are  
May 10-14, 2021.  As of now our dates remain dependent on 
the spread of Covid 19.  We will not travel until we can all do 
so safely. I miss traveling with you and I hope that we can go 
in May, but if not, we will reschedule for September.  Please 
stay safe and healthy and I will be in touch.  Gail 

 
The Negro As A Soldier, Part Two 

The Negro as a soldier; written by Christian A. Fleetwood, 
late sergeant-major 4th U. S. colored troops, for the Negro 
congress, at the Cotton states and international exposition, 
Atlanta, Ga., November 11 to November 23, 1895. Pub. by 
Prof. Geo. Wm. Cook. 

THE WAR OF 1812. 

The war of 1812 was mainly fought upon the water, and in 
the American navy at that time the Negro stood in the ratio 
of about one to six. We find record of complaint by 
Commodore Perry at the beginning because of large number 
of Negroes sent him, but later the highest tribute to their 
bravery and efficiency. Capt. Shaler, of the armed brig 
General Thompson, writing of an engagement between his 
vessel and a British frigate, says: 

"The name of one of my poor fellows, who was killed, ought 
to to be registered in the book of fame, and remembered as 
long as bravery is a virtue. He was a black man, by name 
John Johnson. A twenty-four pound shot struck him in the 
hip, and took away all the lower part of his body. In this 
state the poor brave fellow lay on the deck, and several 
times exclaimed to his shipmates: 'Fire away, my boys; no 
haul a color down!' Another black man, by the name of John 
Davis, who was struck in much the same manner, 
repeatedly requested to be thrown overboard, saying that he 
was only in the way of others." 

I know of nothing finer in history than these. 

As before, the Negro was not universally welcomed to ranks 
of the American army; but later continued reverses and a 
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lack of enthusiasm in enlistments made it necessary to seek 
his aid, and from Mobile, Ala., on September 21, 1814, 
General Jackson issued a stirring call to the free colored 
people of Louisiana for aid. It began thus: 

"Through a mistaken policy you have heretofore been 
deprived of a participation in the glorious struggle for 
national rights in which our country is engaged. This no 
longer shall exist." 

In a remarkably short period, two battalions were raised, 
under Majors LaCaste and Savary, which did splendid 
service in the battle of New Orleans. New York enrolled two 
battalions, and sent them to Sacketts Harbor. Pennsylvania 
enrolled twenty-four hundred, and sent them to Gray,s 
Ferry at the capture of Washington, to prepare for the 
invading column. Another battalion also was raised, armed, 
equipped and ready to start to the front, when peace was 
declared. 

Let us hear the testimony of that original democrat, General 
Jackson. Under the date Dec. 18, 1814, he writes as follows: 

"To the men of color, soldiers: From the shores of Mobile I 
called you to arms. I invited you to share in the perils and to 
divide the glory of your white countrymen. I expected much 
from you; for I was not uninformed of those qualities which 
must render you so formidable to an invading foe. I knew 
you could endure hunger and thirst, and all the hardships of 
war. I knew that you loved the land of your nativity, and 
that, like ourselves, you had to defend all that is most dear 
to man. But you surpass my hopes. I have found in you, 
united to those qualities, that noble enthusiasm that impels 
to great deeds. 

"Soldiers: The President of the United States shall be 
informed of your conduct on the present occasion, and the 
voice of the representatives of the American nation shall 
applaud your valor, as your general now praises your ardor. 
The enemy is near. His sails cover the lakes, but the brave 
are united, and if he finds us contending among ourselves, it 
will be for the prize of valor, and fame its noblest reward." 

In one of the actions of this war, a charging column of the 
American army was repulsed and thrown into great 
disorder. A Negro private, seeing the disaster, sprang upon 
a horse, and by heroic effort rallied the troops, led them 
back upon a second charge, and completely routed the 
enemy. He was rewarded by General Jackson with the 
honorary title of Major. Under the laws he could not 
commission him. 

When the war was over, this gallant man returned to his 
home in Nashville, Tenn., where he lived for years 
afterward, highly respected by its citizens of all races. 

At the age of seventy years, this black hero was obliged, in 
self-defense , to strike a white ruffian, who had assaulted 
him. Under the laws of the States he was arrested and given 
nine and thirty lashes on his bare back. It broke his heart, 
and Major Jeffreys died. 

PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN  
ISSUED THE 

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION  
on January 1, 1863, as the nation approached its third 
year of bloody civil war. The Proclamation declared 
"that all persons held as slaves" within the rebellious 

states "are, and henceforward shall be free." 
 
 

"CONFEDERATE RESPONSE TO THE 
EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION 

 
An Address to the People of the Free States by the President 
of the Southern Confederacy Richmond, January 5, 1863. 
 
"Citizens of the non-slaveholding States of America, swayed 
by peaceable motives, I have used all my influence, often 
thereby endangering my position as the President of the 
Southern Confederacy, to have the unhappy conflict 
now existing between my people and yourselves, governed 
by those well established international rules, which 
heretofore have softened the asperities which necessarily 
are the concomitants of a state of belligerency, but all my 
efforts in the premises have heretofore been unavailing. 
Now, therefore, I am compelled e necessitati rei to employ a 
measure, which most willingly I would have omitted to do, 
regarding, as I always must, State Rights, as the very 
organism of politically associated society. 
 
"For nearly two years my people have been defending their 
inherent rights their political, social and religious rights 
against the speculators of New England and their allies in 
the States heretofore regarded as conservative. The people 
of the Southern Confederacy have -- making sacrifices such 
as the modern world has never witnessed -- patiently, but 
determinedly, stood between their home interests and the 
well paid, well fed and well clad mercenaries of the 
Abolitionists, and I need not say that they have nobly 
vindicated the good name of American citizens. Heretofore, 
the warfare has been conducted by white men -- peers, 
scions of the same stock; but the programme has been 
changed, and your rulers despairing of a triumph by the 
employment of white men, have degraded you and 
themselves, by inviting the cooperation of the black race. 
Thus, while they deprecate the intervention of white men - 
the French and the English - in behalf of the Southern 
Confederacy, they, these Abolitionists, do not hesitate to 
invoke the intervention of the African race in favor of the 
North. 
 
"The time has, therefore, come when a becoming respect for 
the good opinion of the civilized world impels me to set 
forth the following facts: 
 
"First. Abraham Lincoln, the President of the Non-
Slaveholding States, has issued his proclamation, declaring 
the slaves within the limits of the Southern Confederacy to 
be free. 
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"Second. Abraham Lincoln has declared that the slaves so 
emancipated may be used in the Army and Navy, now under 
his control, by which he means to employ, against the Free 
People of the South, insurrectionary measures, the 
inevitable tendency of which will be to inaugurate a Servile 
War, and thereby prove destructive, in a great measure, to 
slave property. 
 
"Now, therefore, as a compensatory measure, I do hereby 
issue the following Address to the People of the Non-
Slaveholding States: 
 
"On and after February 22, 1863, all free negroes within the 
limits of the Southern Confederacy shall be placed on the 
slave status, and be deemed to be chattels, they and their 
issue forever. 
 
"All negroes who shall be taken in any of the States in which 
slavery does not now exist, in the progress of our arms, shall 
be adjudged, immediately after such capture, to occupy the 
slave status, and in all States which shall be vanquished by 
our arms, all free negroes shall, ipsofacto, be reduced to the 
condition of helotism, so that the respective normal 
conditions of the white and black races may be ultimately 
placed on a permanent basis, so as to prevent the public 
peace from being thereafter endangered. 
 
"Therefore, while I would not ignore the conservative policy 
of the Slave States, namely, that a Federal Government 
cannot, without violating the fundamental principles of a 
Constitution, interfere with the internal policy of several 
States; since, however, Abraham Lincoln has seen fit to 
ignore the Constitution he has solemnly sworn to support, it 
ought not be considered polemically or politically improper 
in me to vindicate the position which has been at an early 
day of this Southern republic, assumed by the Confederacy, 
namely, that slavery is the corner-stone of a Western 
Republic. It is not necessary for me to elaborate this 
proposition. I may merely refer, in passing, to the 
prominent fact, that the South is emphatically a producing 
section of North America; this is equally true of the West 
and Northwest, the people of which have been mainly 
dependent on the South for the consumption of their 
products. The other States, in which slavery does not exist, 
have occupied a middle position, as to the South, West and 
Northwest. The States of New England, from which all 
complicated difficulties have arisen, owe their greatness and 
power to the free suffrages of all other sections of North 
America; and yet, as is now evident, they have, from the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution, waged a persistent 
warfare against the interests of all the other States of the old 
Union. The great centre of their opposition has been 
Slavery, while the annual statistics of their respective State 
Governments abundantly prove that they entertain within 
all their boundaries fewer negroes than any single State 
which does not tolerate slavery. 
 
"In view of these facts, and conscientiously believing that 
the proper condition of the negro is slavery, or a complete 
subjection to the white man, -- and entertaining the belief 

that the day is not distant when the old Union will be 
restored with slavery nationally declared to be the proper 
condition of all of African descent, and in view of the future 
harmony and progress of all the States of America, I have 
been induced to issue this address, so that there may be no 
misunderstanding in the future. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS" 
 
Source: Broadside, Jefferson Davis Papers, University 
Library, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, VA.  
This is printed in Ervin L. Jordan, Black Confederates and 
Afro-Yankees in Civil War Virginia, University Press 
of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, 1995, Appendix C, pages 
319-320. 

 
LOOKING BACK 
JANUARY 1997 

 
FESTIVE DECEMBER MEETING 

 
There was a large turn out for the festive December meeting 
of the GMCWRT that was held in the Hotel Coolidge’s main 
dining room!  Bob Allen was at the piano when we arrived 
and he played many tunes from his repertoire before dinner, 
and then finished the evening with a lovely piano rendition 
of “My Father How Long” from a Clamma Dale Album. 
 
Greg Schwarz, Chief of Interpretation and Visitor Services at 
St. Gaudens National Historic Site in Cornish, NH, gave a 
very informative talk and slide presentation on the life and 
work of sculptor Augustus St. Gaudens.  Besides the Shaw 
Memorial and its current restoration which was the focus of 
the talk, Mr. Schwarz presented slides and the background 
for other Civil War related work that St. Gaudens sculpted.  
Among them were the Farragut Memorial and Victory and 
Gen. Sherman, both in New York City, and the standing 
Lincoln in Chicago.   
 

COMING EVENTS 
 
April 12:  Full Duty Award:  Lincoln Inn in St. Johnsbury, 
VT will be the location for the award presentation to Sen. 
James Jeffords for his work in battlefield preservation and 
the fund raiser/raffle to benefit the APCWS efforts to 
preserve Brandy Station.  Volunteers are still needed for this 
major Vermont event and if you’d like to sign on please let 
Jack Anderson know.   
 

Tidbits 
Anecdotes, Poetry and Incidents 

By Lois Eagan 
 
Anecdotes of Stonewall Jackson: - At a council of generals 
early in the war, one remarked that Major _____ was 
wounded, and would not be able to perform a duty that it 
was proposed to assign him.  “Wounded!” said Jackson.  “If 
it really is so, I think it must have been by an accidental 
discharge of his duty.” 
 
The night after the battle of Fredricksburg a council of war 
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was held by General Lee, to which all his Generals of 
divisions were invited.  General Jackson slept throughout 
the proceedings and upon being waked, and asked for his 
opinion, curtly said:  “Drive’em in the river; drive’em in the 
river!”  
 

SENDING DAMAGED MONUMENTS AWAY 
Memorials Defaced by Vandal Last Spring will be 
Made as Good as New.  Damaged Portions will be 

Replaced by New Ones. 
 

Adams County News 
May 9, 1914 

 
Portions of seven of the nine monuments damaged 

by a vandal on March 4, 1913, were sent away this week 
under the direction of the National Park Commission to be 
replaced.  The cost of the work will amount to about $7,000 
and an appropriation has been made for the expense.  Two 
of the monuments, the Fifth Corps marker and the Sixth 
Maine, will be repaired here.  The pieces to be replaced are 
the following: 

Shaft of the 49th Pennsylvania; 6th New Jersey; die 
of the 5th Wisconsin; shaft of the 37th Massachusetts; figure 
and plinth of the 1st Vermont (Lion Monument); figure and 
die of the 96th Pennsylvania; figure and plinth of the 40th 
New York.  It will be noticed that two figures of soldiers, 
which were badly battered, will be sent away, while the fine 
lion monument is included.  The others include monuments 
where parts of guns were battered or corners were chipped 
off. 

The work of replacing these will be done under 
contract by the Van Amringe Granite Company, of Boston, 
which has had charge of much other work on the battlefield.  
Where possible, the damaged portions will be sent back to 
the quarries from which they were originally cut and the 
stones and work will be duplicated as nearly as possible.   
Only portions of the monuments had to be sent away and 
the other original parts will again be replaced upon the 
arrival of the new pieces. 

The Fifth Corps marker, which was originally 
erected by the National Park Commission, will be repaired 
as it stands.  Three of the Maltese crosses and the cap stone 
will be cut down slightly so as to include the places that 
were hammered out, and at the Sixth Maine all that is 
necessary is to cut and polish some of the corners.   

After the work of the vandal was discovered in the 
spring of 1913, Colonel E. B. Cope repaired all the damaged 
memorials in such a careful way that only a close 
examination revealed where the monuments had been 
injured.  The broken pieces were replaced with a German 
cement which was colored to match the stone and all the 
monuments were placed in condition for the battle 
anniversary celebration in July.  Now, however, they are to 
be replaced with perfect sections. 

The vandal, who committed the inexplicable deed 
here, is believed to have operated on one of the southern 
battlefields shortly afterward as similar work was done 
there.  No arrest was ever made and the man got away after 

committing a deed which aroused the indignation of the 
entire country.   
 
From Mirror and Farmer, Manchester, New 
Hampshire – February 6, 1864 –  
 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.  Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe 
is writing a series of articles for the Christian 
Watchman and Reflector, on “Men of our Times”  
For the issue of that paper of January 7th she speaks 
as follows of President Lincoln: 
 
“Little did the Convention that nominated Abraham Lincoln 
for President know what they were doing.  Little did the 
honest, fatherly, patriotic man, who stood in his simplicity 
on the platform at Springfield, asking the prayers of his 
townsmen, and receiving their pledges to remember him, 
foresee how awfully he was to need those prayers, the 
prayers of all this nation and the prayers of all the working 
suffering  common people throughout the world—God’s 
hand was upon him with a visible protection, saving him 
from the danger of assassination at Baltimore, and bringing 
him safely to our national Capital. 
     Lincoln is a strong man, but his strength is of a peculiar 
kind; it is not aggressive so much as passive, and among 
passive things he is like the strength not so much of a stone 
buttress as of a wire cable.  It is strength swaying to every 
influence, yielding on this side and on that to public needs, 
yet tenaciously and inflexibly bound to carry its great end; 
and probably by no other kind of strength could our 
national ship have been drawn safely thus far during the 
tossings and tempests which beset her way. 
     Surrounded by all sorts of conflicting claims, by traitors, 
by half hearted, timid men by border State men and free 
State men, by radical abolitionists and conservatives, he has 
listened to all, weighed the words of all, waited, observed, 
yielded now here and now there, but in the main kept one 
inflexible, honest purpose, and drawn the national ship 
through. 
     In times of our trouble Abraham Lincoln has had his turn 
of being the best abused man of our nation.  Like Moses 
leading his Israel through the wilderness, he has seen the 
day when every man seemed ready to stone him, and yet, 
with simple, wiry, steady perseverance, he has held on, 
conscious of honest intentions, and looking to God for help.  
All the nation have felt, in the increasing solemnity of his 
Proclamations and papers, how deep an education was  
being wrought in his mind by this simple faith in God, the 
Ruler of nations, and this humble willingness to learn the 
awful lessons of His Providence.”   
 
 

Happy January Birthdays!!! 
 
John Mudge, Peter Sinclair, and Bob Coburn 
 
Peter shares his birthday with Lewis A. Grant.  Just a 
few years difference, right, Peter?  ☺   
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WORLD WAR I GROUP 
 

MEETINGS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


