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BARBARA WATTS 

“CUSTER AND THE BATTLE OF 

LITTLE BIG HORN” 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2011 

HOTEL COOLIDGE 

   WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
6-6:30 P.M.  Social Hour 
6:30-7:00 Buffet Dinner 

7:00 - 7:15 Business Meeting 
7:15  Program, followed by discussion 

       Adjournment 
 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, June 13.  Cost per person for the buffet dinner 
is $15.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for non-
members.  For reservations please contact Gail Blake at 
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

COLD SALAD  - SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 
 
 
  

Barbara Watts 

Barb tells us this program is not about any Civil War battle, 
but about two men whose lives and careers ran together 
through three wars including the Civil War, until one of 
them was killed in perhaps the most controversial Military 
action in U.S. history, The Battle of the Little Big Horn. 
General George Armstong Custer was the larger than life, 
hugely popular Super Hero, Washington’s Golden Child, 
who’s death at Little Big Horn shook the nation to its core.  
Major Marcus Reno was the introverted, friendless loner, 
who was an easy target for Libby Custer and Phil Sheriden’s 
malicious lifelong campaign to shift the blame for the defeat 
from their Darling “Autie”  

Former international professional rider and horse trainer, 
Barbara Neville-Watts, will present her program, "Custer 
and the Battle of Little Big Horn.”  As a past member of the 
British Equestrian team, and a direct descendant of a long 
line of Cavalrymen, including a great-great uncle killed in 
the famous Charge of the Light Brigade at the battle of 
Balaclava; Barbara is also a member of Company D 1st 
Vermont Cavalry and the chief of couriers for the "Army of 
Northern Virginia" with the rank of Captain. She brings to 
us extensive knowledge and first hand experience of life in 
the Cavalry.   
 
As many of you know, Barb has spoken to our RT group 
before, and had been a member of our group for a number 
of years.  It’s always a treat to have her come back and 
speak.   
 
Don’t forget to check out Tom Ledoux’s great 
web site to find out what’s going on in 
Vermont regarding the 150th Anniversary of 
the Civil War:  www.vermontcivilwar.org/ 
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Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

June 9 – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union 
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial 
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH.  Camp 
members, junior members, SUVCW Auxiliary 
members, and guests are welcome!  For more 
information:  
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html 

June  – NEKCWRT – “Bonnie Mangan” -  Dinner at 
6 p.m. at the Eastside Restaurant, meeting and 
program to follow.  For more information, contact 
Joan Huguenin at poohbahtoo@hotmail.com 
 
Starting May 1, 2011 at 10 A.M. – Ending October 31, 
2011 at 5 P.M. at Strawberry Banke Museum, 14 
Hancock Street, Portsmouth, NH - Fitz John 
Porter: Portsmouth's Civil War Hero or Coward? - 
This exhibit, open 7 days in the Museum’s Rowland Gallery, 
explores the General’s Civil War life and times through 
artifacts and documents explaining his political court 
martial and his 20-year effort to finally clear his name. Also 
Quartermaster’s Office at the museum’s Discover Center 
where kids can try on uniforms, handle “arms” and packs; 
review their enlistment papers; Civil War dispensary in the 
kitchen of the Goodwin Mansion, home to NH’s Civil War 
Governor to explore the aftermath of those injured during 
the War and their medical treatment on their return home. 
Daily walking tours Porter’s Portsmouth Boyhood 1822-
1830. Tickets: Adults $15, Children aged 5-17 $10, kids 4 
and under, free. Family rate (2 adults and all children under 
17) $40. 603-433-1100, www.strawberybanke.org 
 
June 9 – Athenaeum, 6 Market Square, 
Portsmouth, NH – 7 p.m. – Talk by William Marvel, 
author of The Alabama & the Kearsarge, in the 
Research Library.  Free.  Reservations:  603-431-
2538. 
   
June 10 and 11– Big Bethel Battlefield.  A monument 
to mark the sesquicentennial of the Battle of Big Bethel, the 

first battle of the Civil War, will be dedicated at the Big 
Bethel Battlefield on June 10, 2011, the 150th anniversary of 
the battle.  At the Hampton History Museum, Friday, 6:30- 
9 p.m. lecture & book signing by John V. Quarstein.  
Saturday 10 a.m. dedication at Big Bethel Park of the new 

Union monument & wreath-laying at 1st N.C. Memorial.  For 
information, (757) 727-1610.   
 
June 17 – NHCWRT - 6:45 p.m. – Epping Town Hall, 
157 Main Street, Epping, NH - Historian Carol Bundy, 
Cambridge MA will discuss "February 1863: George 
McClellan's Visit to Boston." This talk has special 
connection to the Gen Fitz John Porter exhibit at 
Strawberry Banke Museum in Portsmouth NH (May 1-Oct 
31, 2011) as McClellan was Porter's mentor. Of Porter, 
McClellan said, "My God! If I can’t depend on Fitz John’s 
decision I don’t know what I can depend on.”  Lecture 
presented as program for Civil War Roundtable of New 
Hampshire's monthly meeting. 

For information, email monocacyus@yahoo.com or check 
out their web site at:  www.cwrt-nh.org/ 
 
June 17 – Peterborough Historical Society, 19 Grove 
Street, Peterborough, NH - 7:30 p.m. An evening with Jeff 
Davis, one of America 's most respected collectors and 
interpreters of traditional music. The concert will include 
songs from North and South: slave ballads, parlor songs, 
hymns and ditties, accompanied on banjo, fiddle, guitar, 
dulcimer, spoons and handmade instruments. $10. 
Tickets: 603.924.3235 www.PeterboroughHistory.org 
 
June 26 – The Fells, 456 Rte. 103A, Newbury, NH - 
Civil War Diary and Letters of John Hay exhibit 
program including lecture by preeminent Lincoln 
and Hay scholar Michael Burlingame followed by a 
book signing and wine and cheese reception with 
the author. 603-763-4789 www.thefells.org 
 
(Editor’s note:  You might want to check out The Fells web 
site over the summer, or call them.  They seem to have lots 
of Civil War related programs going on.) 
 
Through September 2011 – “The American Ideal:  
Abraham Lincoln and the Second Inaugural” 
exhibit at Hildene, The Lincoln Family Home in 
Manchester, VT.  Text from the speech & artifacts 
from the collections of Hildene and Brown 
University’s John Hay Library.  For information, 
(802) 362-1788 or check out their web site at 
www.hildene.org 

 
Danville, VT, Historical Society 

 
(Editor’s note:  Gail recently received the following e-mail 
message.  We thought it would be good to share it with our 
membership, not only because of the artifacts that are on 
display at the Historical Society, but by doing this, we hope 
that if other RT members learn of something similar, they 
will let us know so we can share with others.  We have 
decided to include this historical society on our newsletter 
e-mail list.) 
 
I am an archivist with Danville Historical Society. I enjoyed 
your Civil War web site, newsletter and am interested what 
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it cost for a local historical society to join to keep up on your 
activities. This month the Vermont living historians, the 
Hemlocks, we be in Danville May 29th and 30th that to a 
general contribution by the Paul and Mary Sevigny 
Memorial Day Celebration Fund. Their schedule of events 
during the two day period can be found on our website, as 
well as other articles on the Civil War, the Hemlocks and 
Danville at danvillevthistorical.org. You can also find an 
article by our President, Paul Chouinard, on the website of 
the North Star monthly paper. At the society we are 
displaying some of the artifacts of two of Danville's Civil 
War volunteers: Col. Addison Preston of the 1st Vermont 
Cavalry and Capt. Charles Brainerd of the 15th Vermont 
Volunteers. These are part of our activities kicking off the 
sesquicentennial of the Civil War. Send me an email! We 
just up the road! 
 
Mark Moore 
 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of 
the Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 
The deadline for the September newsletter is August 29, 
2011. 
 

TIME TO RENEW  YOUR ROUNDTABLE 
MEMBERSHIP 

Mary Davis, Membership Chairman  
 

If you have not already done so, it is time to renew your 
membership for the year.  Membership runs from March 
through February.  When completing the membership form, 
please remember to include your email address.  We are 
striving to send as many newsletters as possible by email, as 
printing and mailing costs consume a large portion of our 
treasury.  Also, sending by email helps us to be able to get 
additional information that may come up between meetings 
to you quickly.  If you have any questions about whether or 
not your dues are paid, please email or call Mary Davis 
(mary_davis01@comcast.net or 603-448-3472). 
 
Thank you for supporting your Roundtable. 
 

THE CONSPIRATOR 
 
The movie, “The Conspirator” will be shown at Catamount 
Arts in St. Johnsbury, VT, June 17-23, at 7 p.m. each 
evening, and also on Wednesday, June 22 at 1:30 and 4 p.m. 
 
Peter is suggesting that a group of us attend one of those 
showings and perhaps have a discussion after the movie 
about whether we think Mary Surratt was an accomplice to 
the assassination, AND, have Tony O’Connor from the 

NEKCWRT join us and this discussion.  Tony is interested, 
but we’re still trying to put this altogether.  If you’d like to 
attend and be a part of this, please contact Peter at 
Peter.R.Sinclair@Dartmouth.edu or see him at our June 14 
meeting. 

 
 

Don Troiani – First Manassas” 

Outside edge of the frame measures roughly 
40” x 34.”  The print is 24” x 30” and the 
matte is 3.5” all around the print.  Frame is 
1.5” wide. 

We are selling raffle tickets on the above print until 
our June 2011 meeting.  Tickets are $5.00 each or 6 
for $25.00. 
 
IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND OUR JUNE 
MEETING AND WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE 

TICKETS, PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK TO 
GAIL BLAKE AT P.O. BOX 982, WHITE RIVER 

JCT., VT  05001  
 

MINUTES FROM OUR MAY MEETING 
 

We had 27 for dinner and another 5 or 6 who came just for 
our speaker.  We had a number of guests, including John 
Hayward, a member of the 5th NH Regiment, who came just 
to hear our speaker. 
 
Lew Gage was our chair for the evening. 
 
Alan Brunelle gave a very informative powerpoint program 
on “The 2nd New Hampshire Regiment at Gettysburg:  
Answering the Big Question.”   Peter has asked Alan to come 
back again, and Alan has agreed to! 
 
Raffle winners were:  Jeanette Cook, John Mudge, Peter 
Sinclair, Richard Brewster, Whitney Maxfield, and Vernon 
Bond, who just returned from a winter in Florida.   
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Adventures in the National Archives 
By Peter Sinclair 

 
After this year's trip to Washington, I stayed on for a few 
days with friends and decided to see if I could learn how to 
access Civil War pensions at the archives. 
 
So here's what happened: You enter the building on the 
Pennsylvania Avenue side and have to pass through 
security, sign in and get a temporary visitor card. Then you 
have to register and read the instructions on a computer, 
have your photo taken and you get a one-year registration 
card, on which you can also get credit for Xerox copying (it 
has a magnetic bar code). I then chose to look up 3 local 
veterans from the Ryegate area and was told to look them 
up first at footnote.com to get the file number information. 
This site may also be accessible from your home computer. 
You can get to the pension index from there and if you are 
lucky can find the pension record card. You have to fill in a 
request form with those file numbers, Company and 
regiment information, as well as your registration number. 
You can turn in 4 forms at each turn in period and there are 
3 or 4 of these a day depending on which day you come. I 
turned mine in at 1:30 pm and was told to go upstairs to get 
the files at about 2:30. Before you do so you need to put 
almost everything you have in a locker that requires a 
quarter; you get the quarter back later. You can take some 
notes to the file reading room, but not a folder, and a 
camera, but not the case, and you can’t take pens either, 
only pencils. 
 
Upstairs I found a room with about 50 people sitting at 
desks looking at the files they had requested. I went to the 
end of the room and awaited my turn, and when I gave them 
my name and registration number, they gave me the first of 
my requested files. You have to sign a receipt and time. The 
files come in big brown envelopes, and you find a vacant 
desk and go through the file. As I had requested pension 
files there were all the forms and various depositions 
proving the validity of the pension claim including 
documents from officers in the regiment. There was also 
data on when the veteran had died and from what and 
whether wife or children or parents were applying for 
pensions. In other words, a lot of interesting information 
about the family but also from the veteran's friends and 
colleagues about him and his injury.  
 
You can copy anything with your digital camera or go to a 
Xerox machine and make copies currently at 25 cents per 
page.  
 
They give you one file at a time. I had requested 3 but only 2 
had come. I was recommended to go the Find desk 
downstairs about the 3rd. It showed up 10 minutes later 
after my complaint. It had been confusingly filed as the wife 
of the veteran who died in 1864 had remarried a non-  
veteran and then another veteran who died finally in 1905 . 
SO his file (actually hers) was quite large and quite 
interesting. Then before leaving the reading room, you have 
to have everything you have copied gone through by the 

staff to see if you have deliberately or accidentally included 
something you shouldn’t. Everything is put in sealed green 
bag. You can then go to the locker room and get your other 
stuff and take everything to the exit, get the green bag 
opened, and then sign out.  
 
It was fun but being my first time was not that easy. I had 
some extra time when waiting for the files and through 
footnote looked up some colored regiments. It turned out 
that some members of the 34th had signed up in 1865 for a 
$100 bounty and this was credited to the state of CT. Dave 
Curtin has found similar information for the town of  
Stowe, VT, and I have read that Sherman was not happy 
with this practice when he got to South Carolina in 1865. 
 

 
 
A monument to mark the sesquicentennial of the Battle of 
Big Bethel, the first battle of the Civil War, was unveiled by 
Vermont lieutenant governor Phil Scott at Rock of Ages in 
Barre, VT, on April 30, 2011. Present were the Vermont Civil 
War Hemlocks, representing Company A, 3rd Vermont 
Infantry Regiment, representatives of Sons of Union 
Veterans, and members of Civil War Roundtables. The 
monument will be dedicated at the Big Bethel Battlefield on 
June 10, 2011, the 150th anniversary of the battle. 
 
Thanks to Tom McKenna for sending the above photo.   
 

June 6, 1861 
Vermont Phoenix 

 
Vermont Items. 

 
C. C. Dewey, formerly of Wells River, but late 

associated in the editorial department of the Rutland Daily 
Herald, has been tendered the appointment of the Essex 
County Company 3d Regiment Vermont Volunteers.  Mr. 
Dewey is an able lawyer and he will make a very popular 
commander. 

A company of young men in Bennington have 
formed themselves into an organization for the purpose of 
learning and practicing the drill and maneuvres of the 
Zouave soldiers.  The organization embraces a society and a 
company, and is wholly independent of the present militia 
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regulations of the State. 
The citizens of Middlebury, St. Albans and Rutland 

have forwarded supplies of provisions to their respective 
townsmen serving in the 1st regiment from this State now in 
Virginia.  Preserved meats, butter, chees, fruits &c are the 
staples sent. 

Maj. E. A. Kimball of the 9th Regiment New York 
Zouaves, has been presented by the employees of the 
Herald Office with a beautiful sword of the regulation 
pattern costing $100.  Maj. K. was captain of the Vermont 
company in the Mexican War, and he has tendered his 
services to Gov. Fairbanks for putting down this rebellion. 

It is considered settled that the following will be 
among the officers appointed for the Second Vermont 
Regiment, enlisted under the three years requisition:  
George J. Stannard of St. Albans, Lieutenant Colonel; C. H. 
Joyce of Northfield, Major; Perley P. Pikin of East 
Montpelier, Quartermaster. 

The appointment of the Colonel, and the remaining 
officers, is yet under advisement.--G. M. Freeman. 
 

Vermont Volunteers. 
 

Vermont Phoenix 
June 20, 1861 

 
The 2nd Regiment, at Camp Underwood 

Burlington, will soon be ready for their march to 
Washington.  Their knapsacks, belts, cartridge boxes, 
canteens and haversacks arrived Saturday, and their 
muskets went through this place Monday.  It is reported, 
with how much truth we do not know, that the regiment is 
to be armed with the Minnie rifle musket with sabre 
bayonet. 

One of the companies of this regiment has been, we 
understand, disbanded, and the Vergennes Company, Capt. 
Eaton, left Camp Baxter, at St. Johnsbury, to fill the vacancy 
thus occasioned. 

A stand of colors, the gift of Vermonters resident in 
New York City, to this regiment, is completed, and the Rev. 
Dr. E. H. Chapin is to deliver the presentation address, on 
the arrival of the regiment in that city. 

Col. Whiting is very much liked by the officers and 
men of his command.  He is an officer of experience, having 
served in the Florida war with distinction.  The story that he 
was an agent of Fairbanks & Co., is without any foundation 
in fact, and the statement to that effect has been corrected. 

The 3d Regiment is in camp at Camp Baxter, St. 
Johnsbury.  Another company will have to be recruited to 
take the place of the Vergennes Company, which has 
become a part of the 2nd Regiment.  Now there it a chance 
for a patriotic company to enter service very soon.  We do 
not learn that any new appointments to the 3d Regiment 
have been made.  The pressure of applicants is immense.  
There are a plenty of men in the State who are willing to 
serve as officers.  A column in the Patriot is filled with the 
most low and scurrilous abuse of the Governor, and the 
editor of the paper is a disappointed applicant for a 
Colonelcy.  We have no sort of doubt that there will be a 
great many others who will equally deplore the Governor's 

sagacity because he has failed to discover in them 
qualifications for command.   

Among the men we have heard named for the 
command of the 3d Regiment the Hon. Hampden Cutts of 
this village, (formerly of Hartland,) is probably as well 
qualified by experience in the militia, and by careful study of 
military tactis as any one in the State who has not seen 
considerable service in the army.  He is a gentleman of 
culture and has devoted much attention to military matters, 
having served many years in nearly all the grades of military 
service.  If a civilian is to be appointed we know of no one 
who can furnish better testimonials of ability and 
experience.   
 

St. Albans Daily Messenger 
June 26, 1861 

 
Second Vermont Regiment at Troy. 

 
The Second Vermont Volunteer Regiment, under 

Col. Whiting, which left Camp Underwood for the seat of 
war on Monday morning last, arrived in Troy in the evening, 
and were greeted by the good citizens of that city with the 
right kind of reception.  The Troy Daily Union gives the 
following account: 

About half-past 6 o'clock last evening, Col. 
Whiting's Vermont Volunteers arrived at the Union depot.  
They came by the Troy & Boston R.R. train, having left 
Burlington at 9 o'clock in the morning.  They at once 
disembarked, and, under the leadership of their captains.  
the different companies repaired to the reception rooms of 
the Railroad offices, where an ample repast had been 
prepared for the hungered and weary soldier, consisting of 
cold ham, cold chicken, smoked beef, crackers and cheese, 
bread, biscuit, cakes of all kinds, pickles, and other 
substantials for the inner man.  During the time occupied in 
the collation, Doring's Band discoursed sweet and patriotic 
music to the crowd of citizens, of which there could not have 
been less than 5,000 present.  Company E was most amply 
provided for, and, after having had their fill, there was 
sufficient left for the making up of 250 packages of 
sandwiches, which the said company distributed among 
their fellow comrades of the regiment. 

The regiment numbered 860, rank and file.  The 
privates were dressed in a suit of dark grey, with cap of 
same color.  The dress of the officers was a shade lighter and 
the cloth of a finer texture, and the rig entirely was gotten 
up in extreme good taste.  The arms were that of the 
common percussion cap musket and bayonet.  The regiment 
was accompanied by Crossett's Bennington Cornet Band of 
24 pieces, beside the Drum corps.  But a few moments 
before the departure of the troops, they were ordered into 
line just North of the depot, and were reviewed by Gen. 
Wool, accompanied by Hon. Charles J. Saxe and the Poet, 
John G. Saxe.  On the appearance of the venerable Hero, 
each soldier uncovered in respect and honor of the 
distinguished General, whose name they all had learned to 
revere for his many deeds of valor on the tented fields.   

At 20 minutes past 8 o'clock, the entire force, 
having embarked on board the Hudson River train, took 
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their departure amidst the cheers and affectionate adieus of 
the many thousands of anxious hearts, who perhaps viewed 
their pleasant and patriotic faces for the last time.  
 

GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS – 
VERMONT NATIONAL GUARD 

 
MUSEUM HOURS 

Summer: 15 May thru 01 Oct.  Tues., Wed., Thurs., 
10:00 - 15:00 hrs. 

Winter: 01 Oct. thru 15 May  Tues. and Thurs. 10:00 - 
15:00 hrs. 

Also, by appointment! 

Please call (802-338-3360) or e-mail 
museumadm@gmail.com enough in advance so that 

we may accommodate you. 

Closed on all National and State holidays 
Location:  790 College Parkway, Burlington, VT. 
 
The section of web site pertaining to the Civil War: 
http://www.vtguard.com/museum/civil.htm 
 
 

 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2011— March 2012 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail 
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Dues are payable to:  GMCWRT c/o Mary B. Davis, 54 
Renihan Meadows, Lebanon, NH  03766. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


