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              PETER SINCLAIR 

GMCWRT’S WILDERNESS TOUR                

REPORT - 2014 

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2015 

                        12 P.M.  

              HOTEL COOLIDGE 

          WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 
MAKE YOUR OWN SANDWICH BUFFET 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

TOSSED SALAD/HOT SOUP 
COFFEE/TEA/PUNCH 

DESSERT 
 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, March 13. Cost per person for the meal is 
$17.25. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
$4.00 charge for members and $6.00 charge for 
non-members. For reservations please contact Gail 
Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 

 
On March 29, 1865, the Appomattox campaign 
began at Petersburg, Virginia.  General Grant 
ordered General Philip H. Sheridan to move his 
cavalry to the east of the town while Grant moved 
west in an attempt to draw General Lee out of the 
city’s defenses.   
 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

GMCWRT’S Spring 2014  

Wilderness Tour 

Peter’s presentation will cover the places the group visited 
on the trip including: 
The Battle for the Wilderness May 5-6 1864, and the role of 
the Vermont Brigade; Town of Fredericksburg, Virginia; 
White Oak Civil War Museum; Reenactment of the Battle of 
the Wilderness; Tour of Thomas Jefferson’s house, 
Monticello; Tour of the Exchange Hotel Museum, 
Gordonsville, a hospital during the war, now a rather 
unusual museum; Tour of the site of the Battle of Orange, 
Virginia, including St. Thomas Episcopal church where Lee 
had his own pew during the winter of 1863-1864; and the 
site of the Mine Run campaign .                                      

DUES ARE DUE!!! 
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE 2015 

April 11 – Professor Jere Daniell - “Upper Valley 
Towns During the Civil War”; he describes the topics to 
be covered as including “the role of towns in mobilization, 
aid to those who did the fighting, funding of substitutes for 
those who were drafted but didn't want to serve, celebration 
of events like Appomattox, and memorializing the war once 
it was over.” 

May 12 – Amanda Gustin – First Dragoons 

June 9 – Angela Smythe – “Richmond Grays Photo” 
via Skype 

Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

The Vermont Heritage Galleries include Service & 
Sacrifice, which is now featuring the Andrus panoramic 
battle scenes, Houghton’s photographs, and the State of 
Vermont Civil War flags. Learn more about Vermont 
citizens’ service and sacrifice during the War Between the 
States. Admission covers all three galleries and entrance to 
the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier. 
Vermont History Center, 60 Washington Street, 
Barre, VT Open Mon-Fri, noon to 4:00 pm (802) 
479-8519 www.vermonthistory.org 
 
NORTHFIELD, Vt.–Norwich University’s Sullivan 
Museum and History Center -  New exhibit:  “1865, 
Out of the Ashes: Assassination, Reconstruction, 
and Healing the Nation.”  

The exhibit, which focuses on the aftermath of the 
assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, the 
rehabilitation and restoration of the South, and efforts to 
unify the country, is the fifth and final exhibition in the 
museum’s series commemorating the 150th anniversary of 
the Civil War.                                                                                   
A centerpiece of the new exhibition is a unique and rare 
firearm recently acquired by the Sullivan Museum and 
History Center: a Spencer repeating rifle. Possibly tested by 
President Lincoln himself, the weapon had remained in 
private hands for several generations and will now be on 
public view for the first time since the Civil War. The rifle 
was itself an important part of Civil War history. Adopted by 
Union troops, it allowed for more accurate and rapid firing. 
The Spencer rifle now on view was an early issue, originally 
given to Lincoln by the manufacturer and later gifted by 
Lincoln to Gideon Welles, NU’1826, in recognition of his 
Civil War service as Secretary of the Navy. 

In addition to the rifle, historical objects from Ford’s 
Theater, a brass cannon used during the Civil War and 
period currency loaned by the Hon. John W. Walter will be 
included in the exhibition.                                                     
Kara Walker Prints                                                               
The museum is also pleased to concurrently present a 

separate complementary exhibition of pictorial works by 
contemporary African American artist Kara Walker, made 
possible through the generous support of Tawani 
Foundation Endowment Funds.                                           
“Kara Walker: Juxtaposition, Contemporary Specters, and 
Harper’s Pictorial History of the Civil War,” features 
contemporary works on loan from Mount Holyoke College.  
The artist combined her signature overlays of black 
silhouettes with historic lithography to produce poignant 
and sharp commentary on stereotypes found in the nation’s 
history of slavery, Jim Crow and segregation that still 
infiltrate present stereotypes.                                                 
Both exhibits will remain on display until July 31, 2015. 
Visitors exploring the museum will find a blackboard to 
engage in ongoing discussion about the legacies of the Civil 
War and Reconstruction that still affect society today.    
Plan Your Visit                                                                         
The Sullivan Museum and History Center is a Smithsonian 
Affiliate, the only such museum in the state of Vermont. 
(See related article.) The museum is located on the 
Northfield campus of Norwich University. It is open 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
during the academic year. There is no charge for admission 
to the museum. For more information call 802.485.2183 or 
visit the museum’s website 
(academics.norwich.edu/museum/) or Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/SullivanMuseum)                            

Rally Round the Flag: The American Civil War 
Through Folksong 
 
Thursday March 12, 2015 - 1:00 PM 
 

Woody Pringle and Marek Bennett present an overview of 
the American Civil War through the lens of period music. 
Audience members participate and sing along as the 
presenters explore lyrics, documents, and visual images 
from sources such as the Library of Congress. Through 
camp songs, parlor music, hymns, battlefield rallying cries, 
and fiddle tunes, Pringle and Bennett examine the folksong 
as a means to enact living history, share perspectives, 
influence public perceptions of events, and simultaneously 
fuse and conserve cultures in times of change. Showcasing 
numerous instruments, the presenters challenge 
participants to find new connections between song, art, and 
politics in American history. 
Location: St. Joseph Church, 58 Elm St., Claremont, NH. 

February Round Table Meeting 
 

     It was a chilly day outside as well as inside the Hotel 
Coolidge, but I think we all had a very good time.  We had 13 
for lunch, including our guest speaker.  Three people 
attended the meeting only. 
     Gail is still looking for people to make her 30 quota for 
the RT Trip in April-May.  Please see more information on 
this page. 
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     Lew received a phone call from Wayne McCutcheon in 
Claremont, NH, informing him of a Civil War event that will 
be taking place on Saturday, April 11 at 1 p.m. at the 
Community Center in Claremont.  Wayne will be bringing a 
LARGE collection of carbines from the Civil War, and he is 
looking for men to come in period dress, in particular, in 
officer’s clothing.  Unfortunately, this happens to be the 
same day as our April RT meeting.  
     We had visitors from Ascutney, Vermont, Mr. and Mrs. 
Royce Houghton, attend our meeting.  Mr. Houghton had 
an ancestor who fought with the 3rd Vermont Infantry,    
Henry Horace Houghton.  Many of his Civil War artifacts 
are at the Woodstock Historical Society.                                                                           
Our speaker, Dr. Steven Sodergren, gave a FANTASTIC 
presentation on PTSD during th Civil War.  He cited a 
number of books, articles, diaries, and memoirs.  We had a 
good question and answer period following his presentation.  
Dr. Sodergren is coming out with a book, hopefully within a 
year, and he will let us know when that will be available.  He 
is also willing to come back again and speak to our RT.  This 
is the third time he’s spoken to us, and every presentation 
has been a good one.     Our raffle winners were Peter 
Sinclair, Brian Smith, John Mudge, Ruth Perrinez, and Bob 
Coburn. 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance: $1292.98 

Expenses: 

Hotel Coolidge November meal : $385 
Hotel Coolidge January meal: $348.50 
Hotel Coolidge February meal: $381.29 (includes speaker's 
meal) 
Deposits: 
November: $110 
January: $669 
February: $598 
Deposits include dues, meals, donations, book raffle 
proceeds 
Petty cash: $70 
Balance: $1625.19 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
2015 GMCWRT Battlefield Journey 

April 30-May 4, 2015  
 

Snow is still on the ground, but every once in a while I can 
sense that spring is just around the corner, which means 
that our annual battlefield journey isn't too far in the 
future.  Still looking for 10-15 folks to join us, so if you know 
of anyone that might be interested, please send them my 
way!  We can go with a lesser number but the price will 
increase accordingly. 

 
I don't have a set itinerary for parts of the trip as yet, but I 
do have a basic outline for you.  Day one: we will travel to 
Philadelphia, have lunch at the oldest pub in the city, meet 
our guide Andy Waskie for a quick tour of Civil War 
Philadelphia, including a visit to Laurel Hill Cemetery and a 
toast to General Meade.  Friday morning we will depart 
early for Newport News VA, where we will meet our guide 
Mike Cobb, curator of the Hampton History Museum.  Our 
time in Newport News will focus on Fort Monroe, the Battle 
of Hampton Roads, and the Battle of Dam Number One.  
We will also talk about the Battle of Big Bethel and will visit 
the The Monitor Center at the Mariner's Museum.  Sunday 
morning we will travel to Appomattox Court House and I 
hope to have a guide along for the ride and a park ranger to 
guide us at the National Park. Later in the afternoon we will 
travel to Gettysburg for an overnight stay before returning 
to Vermont on Monday. 
 
Cost (estimated to be approximately $550 per person 
double occupancy.) will include RT motorcoach 
transportation from WRJct, four nights lodging, most 
meals, all guide and admission fees, on board refreshments, 
information packets, and more.  The deadline to sign up will 
be April 1st. Deposits of $75 per person required, fully 
refundable if the trip is cancelled, 50% refundable if you 
cancel. I will forward more specific information as soon as I 
have it in hand.   
 
My contact information is:  auntis@comcast.net  802-296-
2919 Gail Blake, 55 Orizzonto Road, WRJct VT 05001 
 
Friday, March 24, 1865 
Caledonia (St. Johnsbury, VT) 
 
HORRIBLE.--Capt. Samuel A. Timpson, 94th New York, 
lately released from a rebel prison, in a statement published 
in a late New York Tribune, confirms the story of the death 
of Lieut. Parker, 11th Vermont, some months since, by 
bloodhounds sent in pursuit of him by the rebels.  Capt. 
Timpson says:  "One officer who escaped from the train 
between Macon and Charleston was torn to pieces by 
bloodhounds.  Lieut. Parker of a Vermont regiment jumped 
from the train on the way between Charleston and 
Columbia.  He was set upon by 13 young bloodhounds in an 
open field.  He was so lacerated by the dogs that he died in 
the hospital at Columbia. 
 
RATIONS FURNISHED IN REBEL PRISONS.--At the 
close of the special session, the speaker exhibited to the 
members a specimen of the "rations" allowed to the Union 
prisoners at Danville, Va.  It was obtained by Charles D. 
Currie of Swanton Falls, a member of Co. E, 10th regiment, 
who was taken prisoner at the battle of Monocacy, July 9, 
1864, and paroled Feb. 22, 1865.  It consisted of only one 
piece of coarse corn meal bread, about four inches long, two 
and a half wide and one and three-fourths inches thick.  It is 
now placed on exhibition in the state cabinet as a relic of the 
barbarism of slavery and a specimen of the fruits of this 
unholy rebellion.--Walton's Journal. 
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CAME HOME TO DIE.--The late terrible railroad 
accident on the Camden & Amboy railroad killed and 
wounded a number of furloughed soldiers.  One of them, 
Moses Goddard, Co. D, 5th Vt., who was dying of his hurts, 
remarked to a lady, who held him in her arms and 
endeavored to soothe his last agonies by bathing his face, 
"That is right, do so, Fannie.  I have served my country three 
years, and come home to die," no doubt thinking he was 
addressing his wife.   
 
Saturday, March 4, 1865 (Portsmouth, NH) 
Portsmouth Journal of Literature and Politics 
GALLANT EXPLOIT BY THE THIRD NEW 
HAMPSHIRE--On the 11th inst., our land forces below 
Wilmington advanced their lines a mile and a half, by 
driving in the pickets of the enemy.  A correspondent of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, who described the day's operations, 
records a handsome thing done by the 3d New Hampshire.  
"There was but a single incident of particular note along the 
line.  In front of the 3d New Hampshire, which was on the 
skirmish line, armed with sevenshooters, was a detached 
work, with an abattis in front, from which a body of rebels 
was annoying our line considerably.  Fifty men of this 
regiment, thus armed, charged this work on a run, and 
cleared the abattis, captured every man in it, fifty-six in 
number, six more than the assaulting party mustered, and 
brought them all back to our lines.  They were evidently last 
ditch men." 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2015— March 2016 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
PLEASE MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 ORRIZONTO ROAD, WHITE RIVER 
JCT., VT  05001. 
 
 

National Park Service 
Press Release 
February 2, 2015 
 
Join the National Park Service in Ringing “Bells 
across the Land: A Nation Remembers 
Appomattox” 
For the past four years, the National Park Service and many 
other organizations and individuals have been 
commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War and 
the continuing efforts for human rights today. On April 9, 
1865, Union Gen. Ulysses S. Grant met Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee to set the terms of surrender of Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia. 
 
In conjunction with a major event at Appomattox Court 
House National Historical Park, the National Park Service 
and its partners invite communities across the nation to join 
in this commemoration. The bells will ring first at 
Appomattox at 3:00 p.m. on April 9, 2015. The ringing will 
coincide with the moment the historic meeting between 
Grant and Lee in the McLean House at Appomattox Court 
House ended. While Lee’s surrender did not end the Civil 
War, the act is seen by most Americans as the symbolic end 
of four years of bloodshed.  
 
After the ringing at Appomattox, bells will reverberate 
across the country. Churches, temples, schools, city halls, 
public buildings, historic sites, and others are invited to ring 
bells precisely at 3:15 pm for four minutes (each minute 
symbolic of a year of war). If you have access to any 
such organizations, please encourage them to 
participate. 
 
The end of the Civil War has different meanings to different 
people. Each organization may customize this idea to its 
own situation. We ask participants to ring bells across the 
nation as a gesture to mark the end of the bloody conflict in 
which more than 750,000 Americans perished. Some 
communities may ring their bells in celebration of freedom 
or a restored Union, others as an expression of mourning 
and a moment of silence for the fallen. Sites may ring bells 
to mark the beginning of reconciliation and reconstruction, 
or as the next step in the continuing struggle for civil rights. 
Curriculum materials are available for schools interested in 
participating. 
 
Share your story and help us write history! 
 
Schools, parks, and communities from all over the country 
will be participating in this event. Share how you observed it 
with #BellsAcrosstheLand2015. Stories will be 
compiled in one place to see how each one helps build our 
national story. 
 
Contacts: 
General Information: Carol_Shively@nps.gov or 
John_Hennessy@nps.gov  
Educational Materials for Schools: 
Amy_Bracewell@nps.gov  
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