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ALL IN PERSON  
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 

CANCELED THROUGH THE  
END OF JUNE 2021. 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, the Bugbee Center has partially 
reopened, but limited to 10 people!  That, of 
course, will not work for us.   We have decided 
to cancel all our meetings through the end of 
June 2021. 
 

2021 GMCWRT JOURNEY 
On To Richmond, Part 3 

 
UPDATE! 

 
On To Richmond, Again…. New Dates 
 
Alright, here we go!!!  I feel like I am living in the movie 
Groundhog Day!   New dates are September 13th-17th 2021.  
Our motorcoach, Bob (most important), our guides, and 
hotel are all set, at least at this point in time.  Looking 
forward to traveling with you all, it has been too long.  Stay 
well and I will be in touch with more information as it 
becomes available. 

The Negro As A Soldier, Part 4 

The Negro as a soldier; written by Christian A. Fleetwood, 
late sergeant-major 4th U. S. colored troops, for the Negro 
congress, at the Cotton states and international exposition, 
Atlanta, Ga., November 11 to November 23, 1895. Pub. by 
Prof. Geo. Wm. Cook. 

THE WAR FOR THE UNION 

The beginning of 1863, saw the opening of the doors to the 
Negro in every direction. General Lorenzo Thomas went in 
person to the valley of the Mississippi to supervise it there. 
Massachusetts was authorized to fill its quota with Negroes. 
The States of Maryland, Missouri, Delaware and Tennessee 
were thrown open by order of the War Department, and all 
slaves enlisting therefrom declared free Ohio, Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania and New York joined the band and sent the 
stalwart black boy in blue to the front singing, "Give us a 
flag, all free, without a slave." For two years the fierce and 
determined opposition had kept them out, but now the bars 
were down and they came pouring in. Some one said he 
cared not who made the laws of a people if he could make 
their songs. A better exemplification of this would be 
difficult to find than is the song written by "Miles O'Reilly" 
(Col. Halpine), of the old 10th Army Corps. I cannot resist 
the temptation to quote it here. With General Hunter's letter 
and this song to quote from, the episode was closed: 

Some say it is a burning shame to make the Naygurs fight, 
An' that the trade o' being kilt belongs but to the white: 
But as for me, upon me sowl, so liberal are we here, 
I'll let Sambo be murthered, in place of meself, on every day 
of the year. On every day of the year, boys, and every hour in 
the day, 
The right to be kilt I'll divide wid him, and divil a word I'll 
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say. In battles wild commotion I shouldn't at all object, 
If Sambo's body should stop a ball that was coming for me 
direct, An' the prod of a southern bayonet, so liberal are we 
here, I'll resign and let 
Sambo take it, on every day in the year, On every day in the 
year, boys, an' wid none of your nasty pride, All right in a 
southern bagnet prod, 
wid Sambo I'll divide. 

The men who object to Sambo, should take his place and 
fight, An' it is better to have a Naygur's hue, than a liver 
that's weak an' white, 
Though Sambo's black as the ace of spades, his finger a 
thryger can pull, An' his eye runs straight on the barrel sight 
from under its thatch of wool, 
So hear me all, boys, darlin, don't think I'm tipping you 
chaff, The right to be kilt, I'll divide with him, an' give him 
the largest half. 
It took three years of war to place the enlisted Negro upon 
the same ground as the enlisted white man as to pay and 
emoluments; perhaps six years of war might have given him 
shoulder straps, but the war ended without authorization of 
law for that step. At first they were received, under an act of 
Congress that allowed each one, without regard to rank, ten 
dollars per month, three dollars thereof to be retained for 
clothing and equipments. I think it was in May, ,64, when 
the act was passed equalizing the pay, but not opening the 
doors to promotion. 

Under an act of the Confederate Congress, making it a crime 
punishable with death for any white person to train any 
Negro or mulatto to arms, or aid them in any military 
enterprise, and devoting the Negro caught under arms to 
the tender mercies of the "present or future laws of the 
State" in which caught, a large number of promotions were 
made by the way of a rope and a tree along the first year of 
the Negro's service (I can even recall one instance as late as 
April 1865, though it had been long before then generally 
discontinued). 

What the Negro did, how he did it, and where, it would take 
volumes to properly record, I can however give but briefest 
mention to a few of the many evidences of his fitness for the 
duties of the war, and his aid to the cause of the Union. 

The first fighting done by organized Negro troops appears to 
have been done by Company A, First South Carolina Negro 
Regiment, at St. Helena Island, November 3-10, 1862, while 
participating in an expedition along the coast of Georgia and 
Florida under Lt.-Col. O.T. Beard, of the Forty-eighth New 
York Infantry, who says in his report:-- 

"The colored men fought with astonishing coolness and 
bravery. I found them all I could desire, more than I had 
hoped. They behaved gloriously, and deserve all praise." 

The testimony thus inaugurated runs like a cord of gold 
through the web and woof of the history of the Negro as a 
soldier from that date to their final charge, the last made at 
Clover Hill, Va., April 9, 1865. 

Necessarily the first actions in which the Negro bore a part 
commanded most attention. Friends and enemies were 
looking eagerly to see how they would acquit themselves, 
and so it comes to pass that the names of Fort Wagner, 
Olustee, Millikens Bend, Port Hudson and Fort Pillow are as 
familiar as Bull Run, Antietam, Shiloh and Gettysburg, and 
while those first experiences were mostly severe reverses, 
they were by that very fact splendid exemplifiers of the truth 
that the Negroes could be relied upon to fight under the 
most adverse circumstances, against any odds, and could 
not be discouraged. 

Let us glance for a moment at Port Hudson, La., in May, 
1863, assaulted by General Banks with a force of which the 
First and Second Regiments, Louisiana Native Guards, 
formed a part. When starting upon their desperate mission, 
Colonel Stafford of the First Regiment in turning over the 
regimental, colors to the color guard, made a brief and 
patriotic address, closing in the words: 

"Color Guard: Protect, defend, die for, but do not surrender 
these colors." The gallant flag-sergeant, Plancianos, taking 
them replied: "Colonel: I will bring back these colors to you 
in honor, or report to God the reason why." 

Six times with desperate valor they charged over ground 
where success was hopeless, a deep bayou between them 
and the works of the enemy at the point of attack rendered it 
impossible to reach them, yet strange to say, six times they 
were ordered forward and six times they went to useless 
death, until swept back by the blazing breath of shot and 
shell before which nothing living could stand. Here fell the 
gallant Captain Cailloux, black as the ace of spades; refusing 
to leave the field though his arm had been shattered by a 
bullet he returned to the charge until killed by a shell. 

A soldier limping painfully to the front was halted and asked 
where he was going, he replied; "I am shot bad in de leg, 
and dey want me to go to de hospital, but I guess I can give 
'em a little more yet." 

The colors came back but crimsoned with the blood of the 
gallant Plancianos, who reported to God from that bloody 
field. 

Shall we glance from this to Millikens Bend, La., in January, 
1863, garrisoned by the Ninth and Eleventh Louisiana and 
the First Mississippi, all Negroes, and about one hundred 
and sixty of the twenty-third Iowa (white), about eleven 
hundred fighting men in all. Attacked by a force of six 
Confederate regiments, crushed out of their works by sheer 
weight of numbers, borne down toward the levee, fighting 
every step of the way; hand to hand, clubbed musket, 
bayonets and swords, from three a.m. to twelve, noon, when 
a Union gun-boat came to the rescue and shelled the 
desperate foe back to the woods, with a total loss to the 
defenders of 437 men, two-fifths of their strength. 

Shall we turn with sadness to Fort Wagner, S.C., in July, 
1863, when the Fifty-fourth Mass. won its deathless fame, 
and its grand young commander, Col. Robert Gould Shaw, 
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passed into the temple of immorality. After a march of all 
day, under a burning sun, and all night through a tempest of 
wind and rain, drenched, exhausted, hungry, they wheel 
into line, without a murmur for that awful charge, that 
dance of death, the struggle against hopeless odds, and the 
shattered remnants were hurled back as from the mouth of 
hell, leaving the dead bodies of their young commander and 
his noble followers to be buried in a common grave. Its total 
loss was about one-third of its strength. 

Here it was that the gallant Flag-sergeant Carney, though 
grievously wounded, bore back his flag to safety, and fell 
fainting and exhausted with loss of blood, saying, "Boys, the 
old flag never touched the ground!" Or another glance, at ill-
starred Olustee, where the gallant 8th U.S.C.T. lost 87 killed 
of its effective fighting force, the largest loss in any one 
colored regiment in any one action of the war. And so on, by 
Fort Pillow, which let us pass in merciful silence, and to 
Honey Hill, S.C., perhaps the last desperate fight in the far 
south, in which the 32nd, 35th and 102nd U.S.C.T. and the 
54th and 55th Mass. Inf. won fresh and fadeless laurels for 
splendid fighting against hopeless odds and insurmountable 
difficulties, and then to Nashville, Tennessee, with its 
recorded loss of 84 killed in the effectives of the 13th 
U.S.C.T. 

These were all brilliant actions, and they covered the actors 
with and reflected upon the race a blaze of glory. But it was 
in the armies of the James and of the Potomac that the true 
metal of the Negro as a soldier rang out its clearest notes 
amid the tremendous diapasons that rolled back and forth 
between the embattled hosts. Here was war indeed, upon its 
grandest scale, and in all its infinite variety. The tireless 
march under burning sun, chilling frosts and driven 
tempests, the lonely vigil of the picket under starless skies, 
the rush and roar of countless "hosts to battle driven" in the 
mad charge and the victorious shout that pursued the 
fleeing foe the grim determination that held its line of 
defenses with set teeth, blood-shot eye and strained muscle 
beating back charge after charge of the foe; the patient labor 
in trench and mine, on hill and in valley, swamp and jungle, 
with disease adding its horrors to the decimation of shot 
and shell. 

Here the Negro stood in the full glare of the greatest search 
light, part and parcel of the grandest armies ever mustered 
upon this continent, competing side by side with the best 
and bravest of the Union army against the flower of the 
Confederacy, the best and bravest of Lee's army, and losing 
nothing in the contrast. Never again while time lasts will the 
doubt arise as in 1861, "Will the Negro fight?" As a problem 
it has been solved, as a question it has been answered, and 
as a fact it is as established as the eternal hills. It was they 
who rang up the curtain upon the last act of the bloody 
tragedy at Petersburg, Va., June 15, 1864, and they who 
rang it down at Clover Hill, Va., April 9, 1865. They were 
one of the strong fingers upon the mighty hand that grasped 
the giant's throat at Petersburg and never flexed until the 
breath went out at Appomattox. In this period it would take 
page on page to recount their deeds of valor and their 
glorious victories. 

See them on the 15th of June, 1864, carrying the outpost at 
Baylor's field in early morning, and all that long, hot, 
summer day advancing, a few yards at a time, then lying 
down to escape the fire from the works, but still gradually 
creeping nearer and nearer, until, just as the sun went 
down, they swept like a tornado over the works and started 
upon a race for the city, close at the heels of the flying foe, 
until mistakenly ordered back. Of this day's experience Gen. 
Badeau writes: "No worst strain on the nerves of troops is 
possible, for it is harder to remain quiet under cannon fire, 
even though comparatively harmless, than to advance 
against a storm of musketry." General W.F. "Baldy" Smith, 
speaking of their conduct, says: "No nobler effort has been 
put forth to-day, and no greater success achieved than that 
of the colored troops." 

In his order of the day he says: 

"To the colored troops comprising the Division of General 
Hinks, the general commanding would call the attention of 
this command. With the veterans of the Eighteenth corps, 
they have stormed the works of the enemy and carried 
them, taking guns and prisoners, and in the whole affair 
they have displayed all the qualities of good soldiers." 

Or, again, at the terrible mine explosion of July 30, 1864 on 
the Petersburg line, and at the fearful slaughter of 
September 29, 1864, at New Market Heights and Fort 
Harrison. On this last date in the Fourth U.S. Col. Troops, 
out of a color-guard of twelve men, but one came off the 
field on his own feet. The gallant Flag-sergeant Hilton, the 
last to fall, cried out as he went down, "Boys save the 
colors;" and they were saved. 

After the magnificent fighting of this last date, under date of 
Oct. 11, 1864, Maj.-General B.F. Butler issued an order, a 
portion of which I quote, as follows: 

"Of the colored soldiers of the third divisions of the 18th and 
10th Corps and the officers who led them, the general 
commanding desires to make special mention. In the charge 
on the enemy's works by the colored division of the 18th 
Corps at New Market, better men were never better led, 
better officers never led, better men. A few more such 
gallant charges and to command colored troops will be the 
post of honor in the American armies. The colored soldiers, 
by coolness, steadiness, determined courage and dash, have 
silenced every cavil of the doubters of their soldierly 
capacity, and drawn tokens of admiration from their 
enemies, have brought their late masters even to the 
consideration of the question whether they will not employ 
as soldiers the hitherto despised race." 

Some ten or more years later, in Congress, in the midst of a 
speech advocating the giving of civil rights to the Negro, 
Gen. Butler said, referring to this incident: 

"There, in a space not wider than the clerk's desk, and three 
hundred yards long, lay the dead bodies of 543 of my 
colored comrades, slain in the defense of their country, who 
had laid down their lives to uphold its flag and its honor, as 
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a willing sacrifice. And as I rode along, guiding my horse 
this way and that, lest he should profane with his hoofs what 
seemed to me the sacred dead, and as I looked at their 
bronzed faces upturned in the shining sun, as if in mute 
appeal against the wrongs of the country for which they had 
given their lives, and whose flag had been to them a flag of 
stripes, in which no star of glory had ever shone for them.--
feeling I had wronged them in the past, and believing what 
was the future duty of my country to them--I swore to 
myself a solemn oath: 'May my right hand forget its 
cunning, and my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if 
ever I fail to defend the rights of the men who have given 
their blood for me and my country this day and for their 
race forever. And, God helping me, I will keep that oath." 

Or another instance: when under Butler first and Terry 
later, driven by storms and tempestous seas to powerful 
Fort Fisher, cooperating with our gallant Navy in its 
capture, and thence starting on the long march that led 
through Wilmington, and on to Goldsboro, N.C., where 
Johnson's army, the last large force of the Confederacy in 
the field, was caught between the forces under Terry and the 
forces under Howard; and the war as such was ended with 
his surrender, April 26, 1865. 

A little of statistics, and I will close. 

The total number of colored soldiers in this last war was 
178,975, and the number of deaths 36,847. 

Of enlistments the United States made 96,337, and the 
several States 79,638. 

Enlistments were divided as follows: 
Alabama .......... 2,969 .......... Mississippi .......... 17,869 
Louisiana .......... 24,052 .......... Maine .......... 104 
New Hampshire .......... 125 .......... Vermont .......... 120 
Massachusetts .......... 3,966 .......... Rhode Island .......... 
1,837 
Connecticut .......... 1,764 .......... New York .......... 4,125 
New Jersey .......... 1,185 .......... Pennsylvania .......... 8,612 
Delaware .......... 954 .......... Maryland .......... 8,718 
Dist. of Columbia .......... 3,269 .......... Virginia .......... 5,723 
North Carolina .......... 5,035 .......... West Virginia .......... 196 
South Carolina .......... 5,462 .......... Georgia .......... 3,486 
Florida .......... 1,044 .......... Arkansas .......... 5,526 
Tennessee .......... 20,133 .......... Kentucky .......... 23,703 
Michigan .......... 1,387 .......... Ohio .......... 5,092 
Indiana .......... 1,537 .......... Illinois .......... 1,811 
Missouri .......... 8,344 .......... Minnesota .......... 104 
Iowa .......... 440 .......... Wisconsin .......... 165 
Kansas .......... 2,080 .......... Texas .......... 47 
Colorado Ter. .......... 95 .......... Miscellaneous .......... 5,896 

The completed organizations were as follows: 
138 regiments of infantry. 
.......... cavalry. 
14 .......... heavy artillery. 
.......... light artillery. 

On 449 occasions their blood was spilled. 
These are a few of the regiments having the largest number 
of men killed in any one engagement. 

The 8th U.S.C.T., at Olustee, .......... 87 killed. .......... 
13th .......... Nashville, .......... 84 
.......... 23rd .......... Petersburg, .......... 81 .......... 
7th .......... Fort Gilmore, .......... 68 
.......... 5th .......... Chaffin's Farm .......... 63 
.......... 6th .......... 61 
.......... 54th Mass. Inf., .......... Fort Wagner, .......... 58 
The regiments having more than fifty men killed during 
their period of service are as follows: 
Seventy-ninth U. S. C. T. .......... Total Killed, .......... 183 
.......... Eighth .......... .......... 115 
.......... Fourth .......... 102 
.......... Thirteenth .......... 86 
.......... Seventh .......... 84 
.......... Twenty-third .......... 82 
.......... Sixth .......... 79 
.......... Fifth .......... 77 
.......... Twenty-second .......... 70 
.......... First .......... 67 
.......... Forty-ninth .......... 59 

Sometimes a comparison will illustrate better than figures 
alone. I give a single instance: Every one has heard of the 
charge of the Light Brigade, at Balaklava. I will put beside it 
a Black Brigade of about the same number of men. 

Here they are: 
Duncan's Brigade, comprising the Fourth and Sixth 
Regiments at New Market Heights, .......... Had 683 .......... 
Lost 365 .......... Percent .......... 53.7 
Light Brigade, Balaklava, .......... 673 .......... 247 .......... 36.7 
Excess in Duncan's Brigade, .......... 10 .......... 118 .......... 17 

Sanford B. Hunt, M.D., late surgeon of U.S. Volunteers, 
made on exhaustive research into the capacity of the Negro 
as a soldier. As to his-- 
1. Aptitude for drill. 
2. Capacity for marching. 
3. Endurance of fatigue and hunger. 
4. Powers of digestion and assimilation. 5. Immunity from 
or liability to disabling diseases. 
All of which points are treated with great detail, and 
summed up as follows: 

"For the purposes of the soldier he has all the physical 
characteristics required, his temperament adapts him to 
camp life, and his morale conduces to discipline. He is also 
brave and steady in action. In all subsequent wars the 
country will rely largely upon its Negro population as a part 
of its military power." 

Under the act of Congress passed July 12, 1862, the 
President of the United States was authorized to have 
prepared, with suitable emblematic devices, Medals of 
Honor to be presented in the name of the Congress to such 
soldiers as should most distinguish themselves by their 
gallantry in action and other soldierly qualities. So chary has 
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the Government been in their issue that the award has not 
reached two thousand among the three millions of 
volunteers and regulars in the Army and Navy. So that these 
medals are more rare than the "Victoria Cross" of England, 
the "Iron Cross" of Germany, or the "Cross of the Legion of 
Honor" of France. 

I copy the list of those issued to Negro soldiers as they stand 
upon the records, that is, in the numerical order of the 
regiments to which the recipients belonged. It will be 
therefore understood that this order does not indicate 
priority of time or degree of excellence. 
Christian A. Fleetwood, .......... Sergeant Major, .......... 
Fourth U.S.C.T. Alfred B. Hilton, .......... Color Sergeant, 
Charles Veal, .......... Corporal, Milton M. Holland, .......... 
Sergeant Major,Fifth 
James Brownson, .......... First Sergeant, 
Powhatan Beatty, .......... First Sergeant, 
Robert Pinn, .......... First Sergeant, 
Thomas R. Hawkins, .......... Sergeant Major, .......... Sixth 
Alexander Kelly, .......... First Sergeant, 
Samuel Gilchrist, .......... Sergeant, .......... Thirty-sixth " 
William Davis, .......... Sergeant, 
Miles James, .......... Corporal," .......... 
James Gardner, .......... Private, 
Edward Ratcliffe, .......... First Sergeant, Thirty-eighth " 
James Harris, .......... Sergeant," .......... 
William Barnes, .......... Private, 
Decatur Dorsey, .......... Sergeant, .......... Thirty-ninth " 

After each war, of 1776, of 1812, and of 1861, history repeats 
itself in the absolute effacement of remembrance of the 
gallant deeds done for the country by its brave black 
defenders and in their relegation to outer darkness. 

History further repeats itself in the fact that in every war so 
far known to this country, the first blood, and, in some 
cases, the last also, has been shed by the faithful Negro, and 
this in spite of all the years of bondage and oppression, and 
of wrongs unspeakable. Under the sum there has nothing 
been known in the history of any people more marvellous 
than these facts! 

Oh, to the living few, 
Comrades, be just, be true. 
Hail them as heroes tried, 
Fight with them side by side; 
Never in field or tent, 
Scorn the Black Regiment. 
It is but a little thing to ask, they could ask no less: be just ; 
but, oh, the shame of it for those who need be asked! 

There is no need for panegyric, for sounding phrases or 
rounded periods. The simple story is eloquent with all that 
is necessary to make the heart swell with pride. In the hour 
allotted me to fill, it is possible only to indicate in skeleton 
the worth of the Negro as a soldier. If this brief sketch 
should awaken even a few to interest in his achievements, 
and one be found willing and fitted to write the history that 
is their due, that writer shall achieve immortality. 
 

THE ODD BALL  
8th MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY 

OR 
HOW THE US ARMY SAVED 

 THE USS CONSTITUTION 
By Whitney Maxfield  

 The Eighth Massachusetts Infantry was a distinguished 
militia regiment, and was among the first 90 day regiments 
to answer Lincoln's call from Massachusetts.  The others 
were the 3rd, 4t, 5th, and 6th Massachusetts.  This brigade 
was commanded by then Colonel Benjamin Butler. 
     In the U.S. Army and the British Army the companies of a 
regiment use the letters of the alphabet to distinguish 
themselves from each other (A-I and K-M when necessary).  
The letter not used is J because of possible confusion with 
the letter I when writing orders or signaling. The eighth 
Massachusetts proved the exception to the rule.  As a militia 
unit it had consisted of only 8 companies.  To conform to 
the U.S. Army's table of organization of 10 companies per 
regiment, two more were added from the 1st and 7th 
Massachusetts Regiments. The company the 7th was from 
Salem, Massachusetts, and became company J.  The 
company from the 1st became company K.  There was no 
company I. 
     The regiment moved by train from Boston April 18 
through 20th to Perryville, Maryland and Havre de Grace.  
As a result of the riot in Baltimore against the 6th 
Massachusetts, Butler with 8th seized the steam railroad car 
ferry "Maryland," and continued to Annapolis, Maryland 
arriving at dawn on April 1st.  
     The U.S. Naval Academy was located at Annapolis, and 
the "USS Constitution" was its training ship.  The 
Commandant of the Academy, Captain George Blake was 
worried about the safety of his students, faculty, and the 
ship because of secessionist threats and disloyal men in the 
region. 
     A stand off occurred when the midshipman of the watch 
aboard "Constitution" sighted the unknown "Maryland" 
approaching.  "Constitution" beat to quarters and ran out 
her 32 pound guns.  Finally after being hailed three times, 
the chaplain of the Academy returning from leave answered 
from "Maryland, "that these were friends." 
     When Butler landed with the 8th Massachusetts, he met 
with Captain Blake who asked him, "If he was here to save 
the "Constitution?"  Butler being a lawyer and thinking of 
the document in Washington, replied, "Yes he was here to 
save the Constitution.  Blake indicated the ship and 
explained the situation. 
    "Constitution" had a crew of 25 men under Lt. George 
Washington Rodgers.  The loyal midshipmen all untrained 
numbered 140 with a few knowledgeable faculty members.  
A full wartime crew could number 340 to 350 officers and 
men. 
     Butler immediately detailed his companies J and K and 
sappers and miners (today's engineers) to man and repair 
"Constitution."  Company K was later relieved and sent to 
Baltimore to re-enforce the garrison at Ft. McHenry.  
Company J from Salem, Massachusetts numbering 72 men 
and officers under Captain Arthur Devereux, and the 
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sappers and miners from Marblehead and Glouster, 35 men 
under Lt. Thomas Berry, totaling 107 soldiers stayed 
aboard. 
     On the afternoon of April 22nd "Constitution" cast off in 
tow of "Maryland" and almost immediately both ran 
aground.  Some say it was deliberate on the part of the pilot 
aboard "Maryland."  Towed off the bar she grounded again 
off Greenbury Point Light.  "Constitution" had to lighten 
ship by putting off many of her guns and baggage to 
"Maryland."  She was towed off by the steamer "Boston" 
which had arrived at Annapolis with the Seventh New York 
Regiment. 
     For two days she remained at anchor while taking on 
baggage, supplies, and her guns, and teaching her motley 
crew the ropes (how to handle the ship).  At ten AM on the 
26th of April "Constitution" got underway in tow of the 
steamer "R.R. Cuyler" to clear Chesapeake Bay.  On the 
morning of the 27th she cleared the Virginia Capes and 
sailed for New York, arriving off Governor's island after 
dark 36 hours later.  On the 29th of April "Constitution" was 
berthed at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 
     This was no mean feat for an inexperienced crew that had 
never trained together, and begs several questions.  Who 
acted as the yard arm sailors and topsailmen, her navy crew, 
and or army men from Salem, Gloucester, and Marblehead?  
Who was the sailing master, (in charge of how to sail the 
ship), one of the Naval Faculty or Captain Arthur Devereux 
commander of the army detachment?  Who was the gunnery 
officer in case of trouble? 
     Company J and the sappers and miners left the ship in 
Brooklyn to the cheers of the midshipmen and proceeded by 
the steamer "Roanoke" to rejoin the 8th Massachusetts 
Regiment at Washington, DC.  They were the first troops to 
reach Washington by water.  The "Constitution" continued 
on with a Navy crew to Newport, Rhode Island, where the 
Naval Academy was established for the period of the Civil 
War.  
  
Sources: 
      Massachusetts Minute Men of '61'; by George W. Nason, 
published by Smith & McCance; Boston, Mass. 1910; pgs. 
231-233, 247, 252.  
      A Most Fortunate Ship; by Tyrone G. Martin (Capt. 
Ret.); published by the Globe Pequot Press, Chester, Conn. 
1980:  pgs. 268-271. 
       Army Magazine; Feb. 2021:  Soldiers Saved Old 
Ironsides; published by The Association of the United States 
Army, Arlington, VA. 22201-2326; pgs. 48-51; by Brig. Gen. 
Paul Smith Ret. 
    A letter from the Secretary of War to Captain Samuel 
Nicholson Constitution's first Captain May 5, 1798 detailing 
crew size.  Reproduced from Roll #1 in the National 
Archives.   
 
Where in the American colonies was slavery first 
made legal? 
 
In Massachusetts, in 1641; Connecticut was 
second, in 1650; Virginia third, in 1661. 
 
 

LOOKING BACK 
March 1997 

 
From the Desk of Jack Anderson: 
 
     Enthusiasm at the January and February meetings was 
very gratifying.  We started the Round Table in February of 
1992, and often had only twelve people for dinner.  Now, as 
we begin our fifth year of operation, we have prospered.  It 
is really satisfying to see the fruits of so many people’s 
labors coming to bear.  I’d like to thank everyone for their 
support of the Round Table, and give special thanks to Gail 
Blake, whose contributions and work is invaluable with 
membership, organization, reservations, newsletter mailing 
and whatever else needs to be done; to David Cross for his 
enthusiastic work in lining up speakers for the Round Table, 
to Bob Allen for his help with publicity—and for his music 
which has become a vital part of our meetings; to Dave 
Merrill, Lois Eagan, Cathy Hoyt, and others who have 
nurtured and developed our newsletter; Dave Bernard for 
supplying books for the monthly raffle; to members of the 
Executive Committee over the years who have plotted our 
course, and lastly to the members who have supported us 
over the formative years of this organization.  Onward and 
upward!   
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2021— March 2022 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
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