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ROBERT BONNER  

“ALEXANDER STEPHENS, RAPHAEL 

SEMMES AND THE CONFEDERACY’S 

GLOBAL INFAMY”  

TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2012 

HOTEL COOLIDGE 

   WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
6:00 P.M.  Social Hour 

6:30 Buffet Dinner 
7:00-7:15 Business Meeting 

7:30  Program, followed by discussion 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations MUST BE MADE by 12 
Noon, May 7.  Cost per person for the buffet dinner is 
$15.00. For the meeting and program only, there is a 
donation of $2.00 for members and $4.00 for non-
members.  For reservations please contact Gail Blake at 
802-296-2919 or e-mail her at auntis@comcast.net. 
 

MENU 
ASSORTED SANDWICHES 

COLD SALAD/SOUP 
TOSSED SALAD 

COFFEE/TEA 
COOKIES 

 
Robert Bonner 

 
Robert Bonner is a Professor of History at Dartmouth 
College, where he teaches classes on the Civil War and 19th 
Century American politics.   
 
He plans to discuss "Alexander Stephens, Raphael Semmes 
and the Confederacy's Global Infamy," a talk that draws 
from his current research on the International reputation of 
notable Confederate figures. 
 

The Camp Griffin Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table.  Editor:  Ginny 
Gage.  We encourage and welcome all contributions and 
suggestions.  Send news and information to: 

 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745 or 
E-mail:  lewandginny1863@comcast.net  

 

 

On May 28, 1862, U.S. secretary of the navy 
Gustav Fox makes himself extremely 
unpopular with his sailors by asking 

Congress to eliminate the rum ration.  Fox felt 
most discipline problems on naval vessels 

were the result of drink.   
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2012 Program Schedule  

Peter Sinclair, Program Chair 

June 12:               Dick Simpson – "Celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the Battle of Pea Ridge 
Arkansas, March 1862". (Tues. evening) 
 
September 11      Peter Sinclair – “Round Table Trip 
to Antietam Battlefield”   
 
October 9      Bill Hallett –  
 

2013 
 

Jan.     Robert Sullivan 
 
Feb.     Steve Sotogreen 
 
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happenings 

Sons of Union Veterans Ripley Camp would like to 
invite all men to any of their monthly meetings at 
the Rutland American Legion on Washington Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 
They are also looking for speakers for their 
winter/spring programs and would love anyone 
with a program they’d like to present to contact Jim 
Proctor at civilproctor@comcast.net  Check out The 
Ripley Camp #4 web site at:  
www.ripleycamp.netfirms.com/ 

Vermont Civil War Hemlocks web site: 

http://hemlocks.vermontcivilwar.org/index.html 

May– Northeast Kingdom Civil War Round Table – 
Jay Ambers – “Vermont the Land.”  For 
information on where and time, please contact 
Joan Huguenin at PoohBahToo@hotmail.com or 
802-754-6402. 

May 10 – Major McKinley Camp #9 – Sons of Union 
Veterans Meeting – 7 p.m. – Soldiers Memorial 
Building, North Park Street, Lebanon, NH.  Camp 
members, junior members, SUVCW Auxiliary 
members, and guests are welcome!  For more 
information:  
http://www.geocities.com/suvcwlebanonnh/classic
_blue.html 

May 18 – NHCWRT – 6:45 p.m. – Epping Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, Epping, NH – “Dave Curtin – 
5th New Hampshire After Gettysburg.”  For more 
information, email monocacyus@yahoo.com or 
check out their web site at:  www.cwrt-nh.org/ 

 

OTHER CIVIL WAR EVENTS AROUND 
VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Voices from the Front: New Hampshire and the 
American Civil War (through December 31, 2012)  
More than any other event, the Civil War defines 19th-
century America. Through photographs, diaries, letters, and 
objects, the exhibition, Voices from the Front: New 
Hampshire and the American Civil War, tells the 
compelling stories of people forever changed by the conflict. 

Location: 6 Eagle Square, Concord, NH Hours: Tuesday-
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 12 to 5 p.m. Also 
open Monday 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. July 1-October 15 and in 
December. Closed on federal holidays.  Admission: $5.50 
adults, $4.50 seniors, $3 children 6-18, $17 family 
maximum, free for New Hampshire Historical Society 
members.  Contact: 603/228-6688 

May 2 — Why Lincoln Matters: To Presidents, to 
History, and to Us. Lincoln’s memory has been used, 
boldly updated, and occasionally abused by those following 
in his footsteps. Preeminent Lincoln historian Harold 
Holzer considers how we see, appreciate, adopt, and 
interpret Lincoln—and why he still very much matters.A 
First Wednesdays lecture. Hosted by the Norwich 
Public Library. Hanover, Dartmouth College, Filene 
Auditorium, Moore Hall, 7:00 pm. Lucinda Walker, 
(802) 649-1184. 

May 6 — Vermont and the Civil War. From Cedar 
Creek to Gettysburg, Vermonters were central to the Union 
cause. Vermont author and Civil War historian Howard 
Coffin addresses the Vermont contribution to the Civil War. 
Hosted by the Plymouth Historical Society. Plymouth 
Town Hall, 68 Town Office Rd, 1:00 pm. Melissa 
Lynds, (802) 672-3547. 
 
May 19 — Vermont and the Civil War. From Cedar 
Creek to Gettysburg, Vermonters were central to the Union 
cause. Vermont author and Civil War historian Howard 
Coffin addresses the Vermont contribution to the Civil War. 
Hosted by the Green Mountain Folklore Society. 
Richmond Congregational Church, 1:00 pm. Ina 
Isham, (802) 879-1925. 
 
The Battle of Shelburne Crossroads 
 
MAY 18, 19, 20  2012 
Sponsored by: 
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY HISTORICAL 
REENACTORS: 
2nd Vermont Volunteer Infantry, Co. A 
2nd Mississippi (Magnolia Rifles) 
Grays and Blues of Montreal 
1st Vermont Cavalry, Co. K 
The Civil War Medical Coalition 
and associated Green Mountain State Citizens 
For more information: 
http://www.cvhri.com/shelburnexroads.htm 
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May 26 -Dedication of Historical Marker  

The new historical marker in Battery Park, Burlington, 
commemorating the departure of the 2nd Vermont 
Regiment in June of 1861will be dedicated at 3PM on May 
26. This regiment, composed of the first of the three-year 
soldiers from Vermont, fought the longest of the state’s 
units. Members of the Chaplain Valley Historical 
Reenactors and the 18th Vermont Regiment, a living history 
organization, will be present to dedicate the marker. Linda 
Radtke will present her Civil War Songbook, a Vermont 
Humanities Council event, at 1 PM as a prelude to the 
solemn dedication ceremony. Free and open to the public. 

3 p.m. Battery Park, Burlington. For more information, 
contact Bill McKone at (802) 644-2433 or 
pres18vt@stoweaccess.com 
 
May 26 — The Vermont Civil War Songbook. Dressed 
in period costume, singer/researcher Linda Radtke shares 
songs from Vermont during the Civil War period, with 
engaging commentary and letters from Vermont soldiers. 
Seldom-heard songs from the Vermont Historical Society 
include the comic but poignant "Grafted into the Army," 
"Yankee Robinson at Bull Run," "Neath the Pines of 
Vermont" (in which a soldier returns home to die), a 
satirical song about Jefferson Davis, and sentimental 
ballads from Vermont during the period. Linda Radtke is 
joined by pianist Arthur Zorn in this program for all 
audiences that brings the Civil War period in Vermont to life 
through music and letters. Hosted by the Eighteenth 
Vermont Regiment, Inc. Burlington, Battery Park, 1:00 
pm. William L McKone, (802) 644-6582. 
 
May 29 — The Vermont Civil War Songbook.  See 
above. Hosted by the Quechee Library. Quechee Library, 
7:00 pm. Kate Schaal, (802) 295-1232. 

Memorial Day Weekend through October – The 
Civil War Sesquicentennial at the American 
Precision Museum – Full Duty:  The Civil War 
Collection of Howard Coffin presents the first-ever 
exhibition from the private collection of Vermont’s foremost 
Civil War historian.  Featuring letters, diaries, photographs, 
maps, paintings, and newspapers, along with weapons and 
other military accoutrements, the exhibition explores the 
day-to-day life of Vermont soldiers in camp and on the 
battlefield.  These artifacts and images explore how the 
actions and decisions of ordinary people can have an 
enormous impact on historic events. 

Arming the Union uncovers the surprising influence of a 
little-known Vermont factory.  Operating out of the old 
Robbins & Lawrence armory in Windsor, the machine tool 
firm Lamson, Goodnow & Yale played a critical role in 
outfitting the Union Army.  Altogether, the North produced 
more than 1.5 million rifles in the span of about three years, 
along with tens of thousands of pistols and carbines.  The 
majority of those weapons were made using machinery 
designed and produced in Windsor.  Arming the Union tells 

the story of the men and machines that made possible the 
production of guns on such a massive scale—the story of the 
technological achievement that saved the Union. 

The two stories also overlap—and not simply because 
Vermont soldiers, like everyone else in the Union Army, 
carried weapons produced on Vermont-made machinery.  
Half a dozen young men actually worked in the Windsor 
armory before shouldering rifles and heading off to war.  
Both exhibits are set inside the actual nineteenth-century 
factory building where the gunmaking machinery was 
perfected and built and where 50,000 Special Model 
Springfield rifles were also produced. 

Together these two exhibitions present a view of Vermont’s 
role in the Civil War as it has never been seen before:  the 
home front, the battlefield, and the powerful connections 
between the two.   

American Precision Museum, 196 Main Street, P.O. Box 
679, Windsor, VT  05089 

info@americanprecision.org 802-674-5781 – 
www.americanprecision.org 

Open daily 10-5.  Admission is free on Sundays. 

Vermont History Expo 
 

"Vermont in the Civil War." 
 

Tunbridge, VT – The Vermont Historical Society returns to 
the Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds with the Vermont 
History Expo on June 16 and 17, 2012. A unique country 
history fair, the Vermont History Expo features workshops, 
crafters, musicians, authors, local Vermont historical 
societies and museums, reenactors, and many more 
opportunities to step back in time. Now an every-other-year 
event, and this year’s theme is Vermont in the Civil War. 
  
Tess Taylor, Director of Education and Public 
Programming, says, “6,000 past participants can’t be 
wrong! The History Expo is down-home fun whether you 
are 8 or 88.” The Expo is a popular two-day event that 
showcases stories and exhibits from our local Vermont 
historical societies and museums. Added to that are 
offerings from cultural heritage organizations, genealogy 
and research organizations, experts on Vermont history 
topics, heritage animals, fabulous food, 19th-century 
children’s games, music, reenactments, a live country 
auction, presentations and authors make this country fair 
dedicated to our state’s heritage. 
  
Half-price admission is offered for those in period dress as 
well as special pricing for families. Advance discounted 
tickets are available for Vermont Historical Society 
members. Please contact Tess Taylor at (802) 479-8505 for 
more information or look online 
at www.vermonthistory.org/expo. 
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The Vermont Historical Society is a nonprofit organization 
that operates the Vermont History Museum in Montpelier, 
the Leahy Library in Barre, and programming throughout 
the state. Established in 1838, its purpose is to reach a 
broad audience through outstanding collections and 
statewide outreach. The Vermont Historical Society believes 
that an understanding of the past changes lives and builds 
better communities. Visit the Society’s website 
at www.vermonthistory.org. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE ARE A LOT OF CIVIL 
WAR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS GOING ON 
THROUGHOUT THE AREA.  YOU SHOULD CHECK 
THE FOLLOWING WEB SITE FROM TIME TO 
TIME: 
http://www.vermontcivilwar150.com/Events_Spri
ng2012.html 
 

Charles H. Smith 
Medal of Honor Recipient 

By Tom Ledoux 
 

The “Vermont in the Civil War” Internet project is pleased 
to announce that the Congressional Medal of Honor Society 
and the Medal of Honor Historical Society of the United 
States have agreed that the Charles H. Smith buried in 
Concord Village Cemetery, Concord, Vermont, is the Charles 
H. Smith, late Coxswain, USN, who was a member of the 
cutter crew of the U.S.S. Rhode Island which participated in 
the rescue of crewmembers of the sinking ironclad U.S.S. 
Monitor off Cape Hatteras, NC, on 30 December 1862, 
subsequently receiving the Medal of Honor. 
  
The current citation, published on a variety of Internet sites, 
reads as follows: 
  

On board the U.S.S. Rhode Island which was 
engaged in rescuing men from the stricken 
Monitor in Mobile Bay, on December 30, 1862.  
After the Monitor sprang a leak and went down, 
Smith courageously risked his life in a gallant 
attempt to rescue members of the crew.  
Although he, too, lost his life during the 
hazardous operation, he had made every effort 
possible to save the lives of his fellow men. 

  
The citation is incorrect regarding geography and the 
statement that he lost his life during the operation. 
  
A more correct citation, currently included in George Lang, 
Raymond L. Collins, and Gerard F. White, Medal of Honor 
Recipients, 1863-1994, (New York: Facts On File, Inc., 
1995), reads: 
  

Served on board the U.S.S. Rhode Island which 
was engaged in saving the lives of the officers and 
crew of the Monitor,  30 December 1862.  
Participating in the hazardous rescue of the 
officers and crew of the sinking Monitor,  Smith,  
after rescuing several of the men,  became 

separated in a heavy gale with other members of 
the cutter that had set out from the Rhode 
Island,  and spent many hours in the small boat 
at the mercy of the weather and high seas until 
finally picked up by a schooner 50 miles east of 
Cape Hatteras. 

  
The Navy version of the Medal of Honor can be awarded for 
non-combat situations, and this is the first such award to be 
given in that category. 
  
Unfortunately, according to legal restrictions, the VA cannot 
issue an official Medal of Honor marker for Smith’s grave 
because his grave has a private marker and he died before 
Nov 1, 1990. 
  
“Vermont in the Civil War” intends to pursue the purchase 
and installation of a privately-funded Medal of Honor 
marker, with a little help from our friends, and currently 
hopes to have it installed and have a dedication ceremony 
sometime in August.  Further details will be provided as 
plans are completed. 
  
The Medal of Honor Room on the “Vermont in the Civil 
War” website contains a working file: 
http://vermontcivilwar.org/units/navy/chsmith.php 
 

 
Charles and Lucretia Smith –From the Concord Historical 
Society.    
 
(Thanks so much to Tom Ledoux for sending us this article!) 

 
 From RT Member Alice Evans 

 
After a presentation at Dec's meeting, a member 
borrowed one of the books I'd brought that day.  In 
January she informed me that she'd passed that 
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book on to another member.  (I missed both the 
February and the March meetings, so haven't 
caught up with this yet.)  If anyone has my 
volume, "Retreat from Pulaski," by Levi Scofield, 
I'd like to ask it be returned.  Capt. Scofield was 
part of General John Schofield's army during the 
Nashville Campaign (no relation; note the 
different spelling)in Nov-Dec 1864, so this is a 
primary source.  Thanks.  Alice Evans 
 
Also from Alice: 
There is a web site about the Sultana disaster: 
http://sultanaremembered.com/ as well as a data 
base that lists Union prisoners known to have been 
housed at P.O.W. camps during the Civil War as 
well as those who died on the Sultana: 
http://civilwarprisoners.com/ 
Very interesting web sites.   
 

THANK YOU! 
 

A very big THANK YOU to Dave and Edna Curtin 
and Sue Sellow Stacy for filling in for Gail, Nancy, 

and  Ginny at the April meeting.     
 

2012 GMCWRT SURVEY 
  
It is survey time again!  Your Executive Committee truly 
appreciates all feedback from our membership and it is vital 
in helping to plan the future of our Roundtable.  Surveys 
will be available at our May meeting.  Please take the time to 
fill one out and return it to the "survey box" that will be 
available at the front table.  If you are unable to attend one 
of our spring meetings, please contact Ginny Gage and she 
will email or snail mail a copy to you.  No need to sign your 
name; all responses are considered anonymous, so feel free 
to give honest answers and opinions.  Thanks very much for 
help! 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Gail Blake 

 
Beginning Balance:  $2600.65 
  
Expenses: 
 
 Newsletter:  $28.84 
 Lunch:  $350.00 
 Speaker:  $128.50 
 Donation to Willie Johnston Memorial:  $100 
 Deposit:  $270, lunch, raffle, and dues 
 
 Balance:  $2280.81 
 
St. Albans Messenger 
May 1, 1862 
 
The Petersburg Va. Express says that the 15th North 
Carolina Regiment, at the skirmish near Yorktown on the 
16th, killed all the Vermont soldiers that crossed the river 

but eight, and these they took prisoners! 
The Petersburg Express knows how to lie. 
 
Lowell Daily Citizen and News 
May 31, 1862 
 
Lieutenant-Colonel Veazey of the 3d Vermont regiment, but 
lately attached to General Smith's staff as provost marshall 
of his division, has been assigned to the command of the 5th 
Vermont, every field officer of which is incapacitated for 
duty by ill health.  
 
Vermont Phoenix 
May 29, 1862 
Vermont Cavalry 
 
VERMONT CAVALRY.--The Governor has received a 
telegraphic dispatch from Col. L. B. Platt, as follows, "A 
telegram from Capt. Platt [son of the Colonel] at 
Hagarstown, Va., says, three hundred Vermont Cavalry 
regiment are missing.  Only five of company A, are 
accounted for, viz; Capt. Platt, Lieut. Edwards and three 
privates.  Among the missing are Maj. Collins and Captains 
Bean and Danforth.  
 
New Hampshire Patriot 
May 14, 1862 
 
In digging the graves of the brave men of the Vermont Third 
Regiment who fell before Yorktown, the remains of some 
soldiers of the revolution were turned up.  The brass buttons 
that had been on their clothing were in good preservation. 
 
Vermont Journal 
May 24, 1862 
 
From the Sixth Vermont Regiment 
 
We are permitted to print the following, extracts from a 
private letter written by the Chaplain of the 6th Vermont.  It 
is dated Camp in the field, Sunday, May 11th, 1862: 
After two days rapid marching through a beautiful country, 
but over a muddy road strewn with the wrecks of baggage 
trains, &c., which the flying enemy have left in their course, 
we are resting, on this Sabbath day, in pleasant fields, where 
are springs of cold clear water.  The day is bright warm and 
still, and we are enjoying such quiet and worship, with "no 
rude alarm of raging foes," as we have not known before 
since we left Camp Griffin.  The whole army, so far as I can 
observe, are improving in health and spirits, and in 
confidence in one another, and especially in their leaders of 
all ranks, in spite of false and foolish criticisms by 
newspaper writers, which must have occasioned 
unnecessary pains to friends at home.  In our regiment the 
Colonel's manly presence and trumpet-like voice are more 
inspiring to his men than any banner, or band of music 
could be; and in the army at large nothing could exceed the 
enthusiasm when Gen. McClellan appears.  The habits and 
appearance of many of the officers have improved not a 
little since last winter; yet with all these encouragements my 
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heart is sad to see how many are marching into the midst of 
death who are not soldiers of the Lord, or loyal to His 
government.  Ask all who pray to pray much and earnestly 
for us.  
 

TIME TO RENEW  YOUR ROUNDTABLE 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
REMINDER: If you have not renewed your 
membership in GMCWRT now is the time. 2011 
membership ended in February. March 2012 was 
renewal time. Receiving the newsletter is a perk of 
membership. In order to continue receiving the 
newsletter,  PLEASE renew your membership at the 
next meeting or by mail. 

Thank you. Nancy Miville,                             
Membership Coordinator . 

 
If you have any questions about whether or not your 
dues are paid, please email Nancy:  
 nancywhittingham@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Jct., VT  05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
           Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 

March 2012— March 2013 Membership Rates 
 

 Name:____________________________  
 Address: __________________________  
 ________________________________  
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail address:______________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 ( includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
 
  Dues are payable to:  GMCWRT, P.O. Box 982, White River                  
Junction, VT  05001 
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