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“WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED 

 IN THE CIVIL WAR? ” 

JOHN MUDGE 

                     TUESDAY, May 8, 2018    

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

       
     6:00 Social Hour 

                                   6:15 Buffet Lunch  
6:45 Business Meeting 

7:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
GUARANTEED DINNER RESERVATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 12 NOON, May 3.  Cost per person for the 
meal is $12.00. For reservations please contact 
Gail Blake at auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 

Menu: 
 
Roasted Baby Bliss Potatoes w/Garlic, Olive Oil and 
Rosemary 
Chicken Kiev 
Soft Rolls w/whipped Butter 
Tossed Salad 
Dessert 
 

 
 
Reminder to the membership: PLEASE be sure 
to notify Gail if you will be having dinner at the 
meeting. Reservations are required so we can 
order adequate servings. In the past, we have 
accommodated those without reservations and 
unfortunately didn’t have enough to go 
around. We need a head count! Thanks for 
your understanding. 
 

WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED  
IN THE CIVIL WAR? 

 
Visiting museums, walking over battlefields, reading books 
and magazines, and seeing movies and TV programs have 
all been part of our collective Civil War experiences.   What 
was the FIRST thing that triggered your interest in this war 
and continues to capture your imagination.  For some it 
might have been learning about a family member who 
fought in the war, but for others their first introduction to 
the Civil War may have been something very different than 
that ancestor’s picture.  That first introduction to the Civil 
War, that spark, is still a part of our lives today.  In May four 
of our members, Peter Sinclair, Bob Coburn, Jack Anderson, 
and John Mudge will talk about what was their first 
introduction to the Civil War and how they have pursued 
that interest over the years.   
 

2018 Program Schedule 
  
June 12:  Will Greene - A Perfect Hell of Blood: The 
Battle of the Crater 
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Other Round Table Meetings and Happening 

May 18– CWRT OF NH  ~ Alan Brunelle (CWRT of 
NH member)- "In Defense of Pickett's Charge" 
 7:15 P.M., Epping Town Hall, 157 Main St, Epping, 
NH) www.cwrt-nh.org 
 

 
GMCWRT BEGINNINGS 

 
 From May 1994: 
 
Guest speaker was Garry L. Earles, a “charter member” of 
the Pioneer Valley Civil War Round Table of Greenfield, 
Massachusetts.  His presentation was on George Duncan 
Wells, Lt. Colonel of the 1st Massachusetts and Colonel of 
the 34th Massachusetts Regiment. 
 
Thank You 
 
Thank you to Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
members Robert Allen and Rex Sheldon who treated us all 
to a spectacular evening of Civil War era music at our April 
meeting.  This was one of the most lively and fun programs 
to date, and one of the best-attended meetings ever!  Bob 
and Rex did an outstanding job of performing the songs, as 
well as explaining the histories behind some of our period 
favorites.  
 
St. Albans Trip 
 
The Green Mountain Civil War Round Table has planned a 
trip to St. Albans, Vermont for Saturday, June 4th.  A tour of 
the St. Albans Historical Museum and a brief walking tour 
of the Raid sites will be included.  A buffet luncheon will be 
served at the Museum for $8.00 per person. 
Transportation will be by car-pool, so volunteer drivers are 
needed.  We wish to have a rough count of who is going by 
the next (May) meeting so that everyone has a ride. 
Special thanks to Gail Blake for arranging this event!! 
 
(Gosh, Gail was organizing trips back then!)   
 

Treasurers Report 
 
Beginning Balance:   $3248.97 
 
Expenses: 
 
Plates:  $5.00 
Speaker:  $76 (Lunch, Maple syrup, and donation to the 
Kearsage Afterguard) 
Maple Street Catering:  $359.80 (lunch, tax, gratuity) 
Deposit:  $571 (meals, raffle, dues, donations) 
Petty Cash:  $117 
 
Balance:  $3496.17 
 
 
 

WORLD WAR I GROUP 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Monday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Veteran’s Administration hospital cafeteria.  
If you want to come or want more information, contact 
Peter Sinclair [802-584-3280] or David Curtin [802-633-
2536.]  PLEASE NOTE THE MEETING PLACE 
CHANGE!  
 
WATCHMAN - MAY 19, 1865 
 
FOR THE JOURNAL 
 
SOLDIERS' PENSIONS. 
 
     Mr. Walton, Dear Sir:--Can I have the privilege of your 
columns, while I ask the consideration of our members of 
Congress to the last Pension Act passed by them. 
     I believe I have some claims in calling their attention to 
it, as I served my time in the first Regiment that left our 
state in 1861, and during that time lost an arm trying to 
sustain our government.  What I wish to call their attention 
to, is the smallness of the Pension,--Eight dollars a month, 
for a man that has lost an arm and foot, is small 
remuneration for a person, that thus loses one half of them.  
How many are there that care to meet with these great 
losses, and receive such a trifle as that we now do?  Few 
there are I imagine that care to go through the hardships of 
a soldiers' fare, and then struggle through the remainder of 
life, trying to obtain a living with one hand, and the sum 
which government now allows.  We can do it, but it is hard 
work to get beyond it, especially if we have a wife and 
children. 
     I have been thinking of this very much of late by the 
leniency shown to our late foes, and the many favors 
constantly extended to them, particularly those who have 
fought us the hardest, and treated us with the most cruelty.  
I would have grant kindness to all, but justice should have 
her sway, for have we not fought the most damnable of 
traitors, who have spilled the best blood of America, and 
who tried to build up a house, from which their very 
children turn from with disgust?  We have fought for a truth 
that must be perpetuated, for all time to come. 
     I would ask that Mr. Woodbridge would bring the subject 
up next winter, and make the pension what it ought to be.  
Twenty dollars a month is little enough for those who have 
lost an arm or foot, and those who have lost more should be 
remunerated in proportion.  If Mr. Woodbridge, or any of 
our M.C's, have any doubts of the expediency in raising the 
Pension, let them ask any of us who have met with these 
losses, and see if we would not gladly give the sums which 
we now receive, to be placed as we were four years since.  I 
am speaking in behalf of thousands, not alone of myself, for 
I would not take back the time I have given to my country 
for any consideration. 
         Yours very truly, P. 
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WATCHMAN - MAY 26, 1865 -  
 
     THE SOLDIERS TO HAVE THEIR ARMS--
The Review.  It is reported that it has been decided by 
the Government that after the grand review every regiment 
to be discharged will be allowed to go to the State and 
district in which it was raised, carrying its arms and colors 
with it, and be there mustered out.  This is eminently just, 
and will be highly gratifying to the great body of our soldiers 
and to their friends.  The immense proportions of the 
armies to be reviewed will be partly understood through a 
remark of Gen. Grant on Friday.  He said that they would 
consume two whole days in passing the long bridge at 
Washington, and that, if the same armies were marching 
against the enemy, with all their trains, in ordinary 
marching order, the line would extend from Washington to 
Richmond! 
 

WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT 
 

President William Howard Taft signed the bill to create a 
memorial to Abraham Lincoln in February 1911.  When the 
Lincoln Memorial was dedicated on May 30, 1922, now 
Chief Justice William Howard Taft was there to officiate 
over the ceremony. 
 
Taft was born in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1857, the son of a 
distinguished judge.  He was graduated from Yale, then 
returned to Cincinnati to study and practice law before 
embarking on a diplomatic and political career.  As the 
Twenty-seventh President of the United States, Taft was in a 
position to appoint member(s) of the Lincoln Memorial 
Commission as well as the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts; 
both bodies were instrumental in choosing the design and 
the location of the new memorial. 
 
While speaking at the Lincoln Memorial dedication 
ceremony, Taft remarked on the memorial’s emphasis of 
national unity, an important goal of the Lincoln presidency, 
“Here on the banks of the Potomac, the boundary between 
the two sections, whose conflict made the burden, passion, 
and triumph of his life, it is particularly appropriate that it 
should stand.” 
 
(The above is from the National Park Service.)   
 

Memorial Day Quote 
 

“One present breach in the dike of the Constitution-
inconsequential though it may seem at the moment – can 
loose the final flood.  Any change to the Constitution other 
than by the voice of the people is treason to the American 
inheritance, treason to Gettysburg, treason to Memorial 

Day.”   
 

Arthur H. Vandenburg, 1938 
 

United States Senator from Michigan  
 
 

DUES ARE DUE!  PLEASE BRING THEM TO 
OUR MAY MEETING OR MAIL THEM TO GAIL 
BLAKE, 55 Orizzonto Road, White River, VT  
05001.  Thank you for supporting our Round 
Table. 
 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2018— March 2019 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail 
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – 9 issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table 
 
 
 

My apologies for this newsletter not being up to my 
standard.  Hopefully next month will be better.   

 
For all those going on the Round Table Trip, have a 
GREAT time!  Sounds like Gail has once again put 

together a wonderful trip!   
 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST PROGRAM 
COMMITTEE MEMBER, ALICE EVANS!   
 

 
 
 
 

 


