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ALL IN PERSON  
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 

CANCELED THROUGH THE  
END OF 2020. 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, the Bugbee Center has partially 
reopened, but limited to 10 people!  That, of 
course, will not work for us.   We have decided 
to cancel all our meetings through the end of 
December 2020.  Hopefully things will be 
better in January, and we will be able to have 
our regular meetings again.   
 
IN THE MEANTIME, WE WILL BE HAVING 
OUR FIRST ZOOM MEETING!!! GETTYSBURG 
LBG CHRIS ARMY HAS PUT TOGETHER A 
PROGRAM FOR US ENTITLED: 
 
“THE DROWSY LION MUST HAVE TIME TO 
COLLECT ITSELF” 
 
Presented by Licensed Battlefield  Guide, 
Chris Army 
 

” The Story of the Encampment in Culpeper, 
Va 
Winter, 1863/64 
 
Meeting ID: 814 241 7950 
Password: 763Leaders 
Zoom Link to the Meeting will be emailed 
prior 
 
Nov 10, 2020  at 7:00 pm 
	
Culpeper VA was the launching point of the Gettysburg 
Campaign in early June 1863. When Lee’s Army of Northern 
Virginia crossed back over the Potomac River after the 
defeat at Gettysburg, Lee chose this area once again to 
position his army. George Meade chose Culpeper for his 
army to camp as well since the opportunity to bring Lee to 
battle was ever-present. This program will explore the 
where and the why Culpeper was critical to the battles in 
late 1863, the winter encampment of both armies, and the 
subsequent spring, 1864 campaign.  
	
Chris Army is a Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg 
National Military Park. Over the past 19 years, Chris has led 
tours around the Gettysburg Battlefield for groups of all 
demographics from private car tours to West Point Cadets. 
Chris has published an article for Blue & Gray Magazine 
about the North Carolinian Brigade of Alfred M. Scales and 
is currently working on several projects including the 
history of mapping the Gettysburg Battlefield.  
Chris is a Past Board President of the Adams County 
Historical Society and the current membership committee 
chairman for that organization. He lives in Dover, PA with 
his wife, Connie.  
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               2021 PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

May  - Patrick Falci  

Nov. 11 - 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm - The West Haven (CT) 
Veterans Museum invites you to attend a Veterans Day 
Program.   West Haven Veterans Museum and Learning 
Center 

 
To commemorate Veterans Day, the West Haven Veterans 
Museum and Learning Center is proud to present a virtual 
tour of Arlington National Cemetery by historian  
Carolyn Ivanoff. 
In her online presentation, Carolyn will highlight a virtual 
tour of the most prestigious burial place in the world, and 
introduce the men and women who rest in Arlington who 
gave their lives so this nation would live. 

Carolyn’s talk will take place on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2020, at 7:00 pm eastern. 

To register, click 
here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t

ZclcOiopzstHtSzJy4AFyo5CZNYqxKyHnuz 
 
The West Haven Veterans Museum and Learning Center 
honors the men and women who served CT and country 
during times of conflict and natural disasters. Our staff is 
dedicated to providing education and resources to the future 
generations as to how our fighting men and women lived 
and survived while serving our country. 
 

2021 GMCWRT JOURNEY 
On To Richmond, Part 3 

 
UPDATE! 

 
On To Richmond, Part 3 
The new dates for our journey to Richmond are May 10-14, 
2021.  Of course, the dates are Covid-19 dependent, but 
never fear, we will keep rescheduling, until our journey 
becomes a reality!  The focus of our visit continues to be the 
US Colored Troops and their experiences socially and 
militarily.  One of the soldiers we will “visit” with in 
Richmond is Sgt. Major Christian Fleetwood of the 4th 
USCT.  On April 6, 1865 Fleetwood was awarded his 
country's highest decoration—the Medal of Honor for his 
actions at The Battle of Chaffin’s Farm on September 29, 
1864.  The citation reads: "He seized the colors, after 2 color 
bearers had been shot down, and bore them nobly through 
the fight." In addition to this honor, every officer of the 4th 
Regiment sent a petition to Secretary of War Edwin Stanton 
to have Fleetwood commissioned an officer. Unfortunately, 
Stanton did not recommend the appointment, and 
Fleetwood continued his service as a Sergeant Major. He 
was honorably discharged on May 4, 1866.    Sgt. Major 
Fleetwood wrote The Negro As A Soldier for the Negro 
Congress held in Atlanta GA in November of 1895.    This 
month’s I am including an excerpt discussing the Negro 
Soldier in the War of the Revolution. 
 
The Negro As A Soldier 

The Negro as a soldier; written by Christian A. Fleetwood, 
late sergeant-major 4th U. S. colored troops, for the Negro 
congress, at the Cotton states and international exposition, 
Atlanta, Ga., November 11 to November 23, 1895. Pub. by 
Prof. Geo. Wm. Cook. 

 

IN THE WAR OF THE REVOLUTION. 
For sixteen hundred years prior to the war between Great 
Britain and the Colonies, the pages of history bear no record 
of the Negro as a soldier. Tracing his separate history in the 
Revolutionary War, is a task of much difficulty, for the 
reason that while individual instances of valor and 
patriotism abound there were so few separate bodies of 
Negro troops, that no separate record appears to have been 
made. The simple fact is that the fathers as a rule enlisted 
men both for the Army and Navy, just as now, is only 
continued by the Navy, that is to say, they were assigned 
wherever needed, without regard to race or color. Varner's 
Rhode Island Battalion appears to have been the only large 
aggregation of Negroes in this war, though Connecticut, 
New York, and New Hampshire each furnished one separate 
company in addition to individuals scattered through their 
other organizations, so that ere the close of the war, there 
were very few brigades, regiments, or companies in which 
the Negro was not in evidence. 

The free Negro appears to have gone in from the beginning 
without attracting or calling out special comment. Later, as 
men grew scarcer and necessity more pressing, slaves were 
taken in also, and then the trouble began. Those who held 
slaves did not care to lose them in this way. Others who had 
not, did not think it just the thing in a war for avowed 
freedom to place an actual slave in the ranks to fight. Some 
did not want the Negro, bond or free, to take part as a 
soldier in the struggle. So that in May, 1775, the 
Massachusetts Committee of Safety voted that thereafter 
only free men should be enlisted. In July, Gen. Gates issued 
an order prohibiting further enlistments of Negroes, but 
saying nothing of those already in the service. 

In October, a council of war, presided over by Gen. 
Washington; comprising three Major Generals and six 
Brigadier Generals, voted unanimously against the 
enlistment of slaves, and by a decided majority against 
further enlistments of Negroes. Ten days later in a 
conference held at Cambridge, Mass., participated in by 
Gen. Washington, Benj. Franklin, Benj. Harrison, Thos. 
Lynch, and the deputy governors of Connecticut and Rhode 
Island, the same action was taken. 

On the 7th November, 1775, Earl Dundore, commanding the 
forces of His Majesty the King, issued a proclamation 
offering freedom and equal pay to all slaves who would join 
his armies as soldiers. It did not take the colonists long to 
find out their mistake, although Gen. Washington, in 
accordance with the expressed will of his officers and of the 
Committee of Safety, did on the 17th Nov., 1775, issue a 
proclamation forbidding the further enlistment of Negroes. 
Less than two months later, that is to say on the 30th Dec., 
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1775, he issued a second proclamation again authorizing the 
enlistment of free Negroes. He advised Congress of his 
action, and stated that he would recall it if so directed. But 
he was not. The splendid service rendered by the Negro and 
the great and pressing need of men were such, that although 
the opposition continued from some sections, it was not 
thereafter strong enough to get recognition. So the Negroes 
went and came much as did other men. 

In all the events of the war, from Bunker Hill to Yorktown, 
they bore an honorable part. The history of the doings of the 
armies is their history, as in everything they took part and 
did their share. Their total enlistment was about 3,000 men. 
A very fair percentage for the then population. I might 
instance the killing of Major Pitcairn, at Bunker Hill, by 
Peter Salem, and of Major Montgomery at Fort Griswold by 
Jordan Freeman. The part they took in the capture of 
Major-General Prescott at Newport; their gallant defense of 
Colonel Greene, their beloved commander, when he was 
surprised and murdered at Croton River, May 13, 1781, 
when it was only after the last of his faithful guards had 
been shot and cut down that he was reached; or at the battle 
of Rhode Island, when a battalion of 400 Negroes withstood 
three separate and distinct charges from 1,500 Hessians 
under Count Donop, and beat them back with such 
tremendous loss that Count Donop at once applied for an 
exchange, fearing that his men would kill him if he went 
into battle with them again, for having exposed them to 
such slaughter; and many other instances that are of record. 
The letter following, written Dec, 5, 1775, explains itself; 

To the Honorable General Court of the Massachusetts Bay 
The subscribers beg leave to report to your Honorable 
House which we do in justice to the character of so brave a 
man), that under our own observation we declare that a 
Negro Man named Salem Poor, of Col. Frye's Regiment, 
Cap. Ames' Company, in the late battle at Charleston, 
behaved like an experienced officer as well as an excellent 
soldier. To set forth particulars of his conduct would be 
tedious. We would only beg to say, in the person of this 
Negro centers a brave and gallant soldier. The reward due to 
so great and distinguished a character, we submit to 
Congress. 
Jona. Brewer, Col. .......... Wm. Prescott, Col. 
Thomas Nixon, Lt. Col. .......... Ephm. Corey, Lieut. 
Joseph Baker, Lieut. .......... Joshua Row, Lieut. 
Jonas Richardson, Capt. .......... Eliphalett Bodwell, Sergt. 
Ebenezer Varnum, 2 Lt. .......... Wm. Hudson Ballard, Capt. 
William Smith Capt. .......... John Morton, Sergt. 
Richard Welsh, Lieut. 

This is a splendid and well attested tribute to a gallant 
worthy Negro. There were many such, but, beyond receiving 
and reading no action was taken thereon by Congress. There 
is no lack of incidents and the temptation to quote many of 
them is great, but the time allotted me is too brief for 
extended mention and I must bring this branch of my 
subject to a close. It is in evidence that while so many 
Negroes were offering their lives a willing sacrifice for the 
country, in some sections the officers of the Continental 
Forces received their bounty and pay in Negroes, "grown" 

and "small," instead of "dollars" and "cent." Fighting for 
Liberty and taking pay in Slaves. 

When the war was over the free men returned to meet their 
same difficulties; the slaves were caught when possible and 
reenslaved by their former masters. In Boston a few years 
later we find a party of black patriots of the Revolution 
mobbed on Boston Common while celebrating the 
anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade. 

The captain of a vessel trading along the coast tells of a 
Negro who had fought in the war and been distinguished for 
bravery and soldierly conduct. He was reclaimed and 
reenslaved by his master after the war, and served him 
faithfully until old age rendered him useless. The master 
then brought the poor old slave to this captain and asked 
him to take him along on his trip and try to sell him. The 
captain hated to sell a man who had fought for his country, 
but finally agreed, took the poor old man to Mobile, and 
sold him for $100 to a man who put him to attending a 
chicken coop. His former master continued to draw the old 
slave's pension as a soldier in the Revolution, until he died. 

LOOKING BACK 
NOVEMBER 1996 

 
William Herrick's Diary  
 
Peggy Pearl, Historian at the Fairbanks Museum in St. 
Johnsbury, VT spoke about William Henry Herrick at the 
October meeting.  Her enthusiasm about Herrick's writing 
was contagious.  Herrick was a musician who played the alto 
horn in the 3rd VT Regiment from July of 1861 to August of 
1862.  During his year of service, Herrick kept a diary that 
painted a vivid picture of daily life in the regiment and 
Peggy read excerpts that she had transcribed, beginning 
with his description of the Regiment's departure from St. 
Johnsbury and the sense of adventure he experienced as 
they travelled south.  The trip was probably his first venture 
outside the borders of Vermont.  His writing was quite 
poetic about the beauty of the Massachusetts landscape as 
they passed through the Bay state, and he penned a graphic 
description of the discomfort and seasickness experienced 
on board ship for the final leg of the journey.  While in 
camp, Herrick reported having had the privilege of seeing 
both Gen. George McClellan and President Lincoln, and 
described McClellan as one of the most handsome men he'd 
ever seen!  Herrick's final entry in the diary was made on 
the day he returned to St. Johnsbury, a very happy day for 
him.  He was glad to see his parents and the familiar sights 
of home. 
 
Gettysburg Volunteers 
 
The fall clean up crew; Gail Blake, Dave Bernard, Walter 
Mendoza, and Greg Estey arrived at Gettysburg on Friday, 
October 26th to work at the 5th New Hampshire's 
Battlefield Monument which stands in the woods between 
the Wheatfield and Little Round Top.  The crew was well 
armed with brush cutters and rakes, ready to do battle with 
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the fallen leaves and over growth between the Round Table's 
adopted monument and the rail fence.  They did a lot of 
cutting but Gail made sure there was some work left for the 
spring crew!   
 
Greg and Gail took time out to walk Pickett's Charge on 
Saturday and on Sunday Dave went back to work while the 
rest of the group toured the Eisenhower Farm, which is also 
a lovely sight from the observation tower on the southern 
end of Seminary Ridge.  At lunch time they regrouped and 
followed Lee's approach into Gettysburg from the Cashtown 
Inn on the Chambersburg Rd. (Rt. 30) and ended the day on 
Cemetery Hill in the rain, then dinner at the Farnsworth 
House. 
 
Tidbits and Anecdotes  
 
"A Southern Girl thus wrote to her cousin, who was a 
prisoner at Camp Morton, Indianapolis:  "I will be for 
Jeffdavise till the tenisee river freazes over, and then be for 
him, and scratch on the ice: 
 
Jeffdavise rides a white horse, 
  Lincoln rides a mule, 
Jeffdavise is a gentleman, 
   And Lincoln is a fule."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ginny Gage 
365 East Road 
Cornish, NH  03745  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maj. Gen. L. Wallace, U.S. Volunteers, 
Commanding Middle Department, Baltimore, Md.: 
Your dispatch in relation to feast to rebel prisoners has been 
shown to the Secretary of War.  The request which was 
granted was that Union Ladies’ Committee might be 
authorized to receive contributions for rebel prisoners, as 
well as for our own men, all to be distributed by the Union 
Committee.  No political demonstration was contemplated, 
and it is within your power to stop anything which would 
lead to such demonstration.  The Secretary sees no objection 
to supplies for Thanksgiving being received and distributed 
to rebel prisoners by our Union Committee, provided our 
own men receive an equal share of all the contributions with 
the other prisoners.  Acknowledge receipt. 
E.D. Townsend, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 
 
 

WORLD WAR I GROUP 
 

MEETINGS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


