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“IN DEFENSE OF PICKETT’S CHARGE” 

ALAN D. BRUNELLE 

                     TUESDAY, Oct. 10, 2017    

         BUGBEE SENIOR CENTER 

           WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 

 

 
      6:00-6:15 Social Hour 

6:15 Buffet Dinner 
6:45 Business Meeting 

7:00 Program, followed by discussion and book raffle 
       Adjournment 

 
Guaranteed dinner reservations must be made by 12 Noon, 
Oct. 5.  Cost per person for the meal is $12.00. For 
reservations please contact Gail Blake at 
auntis@comcast.net or 802-296-2919. 
Cost for the meeting only for members is $2.00, and for 
non-members $5.00. 
 
PLEASE LET GINNY OR GAIL KNOW IF YOU 
WOULD BE WILLING TO BRING DESSERT.  
EITHER E-MAIL OR CALL.  GAIL:  802-296-
2919 –auntis@comcast.net -  GINNY:  603-
542-4664 – lewandginny1863@comcast.net 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE NEED YOUR 
RESERVATIONS BY NOON, OCTOBER 5!  
THIS IS A CHANGE FROM WHAT IT HAS 

BEEN OVER THE YEARS. 
 

Menu: 
 

Mixed Green Salad w/Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette 
Potatoes au Gratin 
Baked Stuffed Chicken Breast 
Dessert 
 
Reminder to the membership: PLEASE be sure 
to notify Gail if you will be having dinner at the 
meeting. Reservations are required so we can 
order adequate servings. In the past, we have 
accommodated those without reservations and 
unfortunately didn’t have enough to go 
around. We need a head count! Thanks for 
your understanding. 
 

“IN DEFENSE OF PICKETT’S CHARGE’ 
Presented by Alan Brunelle 

 
     On July 3rd 1863 Robert E. Lee ordered one of the most 
controversial attacks in United States military history. Often 
called Pickett's Charge (but perhaps better named as the 
Pickett-Pettigrew-Trimble Assault) it resulted in a complete 
defeat of the Confederates primarily due to the stalwart 
defense put forward by Union soldiers (including a critical 
flanking assault conducted by some brave Vermonters). In 
this talk Alan will be discussing what led up to the situation 
at hand on the evening of July 2nd / morning of July 3rd 
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and discuss Lee's options with the goal of trying to explain 
his possible rationale for planning and executing the attack. 
     Alan D. Brunelle is an avid amateur historian who after a 
number of years researching pre-Civil War American 
history, was ignited by the Ken Burns Civil War 
documentary to dive into the history of that critical 
juncture.  After a period of time he settled into the details of 
the Battle of Gettysburg and gravitated towards the actions 
of the Gallant Second New Hampshire at that battle.  In so 
doing, Alan went on to learn about not only the role of those 
Granite Statesmen but also those of all the units – north and 
south – who fought for possession of the Peach Orchard and 
surrounding areas.  His long-term goal is to produce a 
written work on the topic of the Smashing of Sickle’s Salient 
at the Peach Orchard.   
     Alan has presented talks on various topics to members of 
local Round Tables, including ours, and to the Sons of 
Union Veterans.  Alan has a couple of ancestors who fought 
in the Civil War – including one in the 9th Vermont Infantry 
and another in the 1st Massachusetts Infantry (who fought 
just up the road from the Peach Orchard).   
     Alan is happily married (34 years) with a large family 
(five children, a brand new son-in-law, a horse, a dog and 
several cats), he received his Bachelors and Masters degrees 
in Computer Science in the 1980’s and currently works as a 
Consulting Member of Technical Staff for Oracle.   

 
2017 Program Schedule 

  
November 14:  Sharon and Steve Wood – 
Thanksgiving with President Lincoln & Sarah 
Josepha Hale -  
No meeting in December  
 

2018 
 

January:  Ed Chamberlain – “The 7 Foster Brothers 
of Hanover Center, NH” 
February: Guntis Goncarovs – “The Men of the HL 
Hunley” 
March:  Sarah Batterson -  “Women Soldiers of the 
Civil War” or Rob Grandchamp -  “Col. Cross at the 
Battle of Antietam”    
April:  Mick Bedard – “Kearsarge Down Under” 
May:  John Mudge – “What Got You Interested in 
the Civil War?” 
June:  Will Greene  
 
Other Round Table Meetings and Happening 

Oct. 20 - CWRT OF NH. : - ~ Prof. Michael Pierson 
(UMass Lowell) - "Lt. Spalding in Civil War 
Louisiana: A Union Officer's Humor, Privilege, & 
Ambition" (book) -  7:15 P.M., Epping Town Hall, 157 
Main St, Epping, NH) www.cwrt-nh.org 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1864 - FARMER’S CABINET, 
AMHERST, NH 
 
(Editor’s note:  Last month I had posted a newspaper article 

from the Independent Democrat from Concord, NH, 
September 29, 1864 regarding Colonel Gardiner.  Nancy 
Miville informed me that he was a Claremont, NH, soldier, 
and sent me what Ayling’s had to say about him.  I am also 
including the following article.  I am always looking for 
articles and information on soldiers, in particular from 
Vermont and New Hampshire.  Thank you, Nancy.)   
 
     Colonel Gardiner.—Col. Alexander Gardiner, of the 14th 
New Hampshire Volunteers, who was severely wounded at 
the battle of Berryville, on the 19th inst, and who is reported 
dead, was a native of the State of New York, and in the 31st 
year of his age.  He attended school at Meriden Academy, at 
Plainfield, and afterward, we think, went through a course 
of collegiate study.  The deceased then read law in New York 
City, where he was admitted to the bar.—After practicing a 
short time in that place, he, in 1859, removed to Claremont, 
and there established himself in his profession.  Upon the 
organization of the 14th New Hampshire regiment, in the 
autumn of 1862, he was offered by Gov. Berry the Adjutancy 
of that corps, and received his commission on the 20th of 
September.  In less than one year from that time he was 
promoted from his rank of 1st Lieutenant to that of Major. 
 In this latter capacity he served until the 12th day of last 
month, when, by the resignation of Col. Robert Wilson, he 
was made commander of his regiment.  It is said that his 
last commission reached him and that he was mustered to 
his higher rank on the day before the battle in which was 
received his mortal wounding,” said Terry Richards, Trail 
Committee Chair. “Please, do not miss out on your 
Discovery." 
     Colonel Gardiner’s record is a brief, but noble one.  From 
the time he laid down his books to take up his sword, to the 
day of the conflict of Berryville, his devotion to his country 
was of the purest and most exalted character.  Beneath a 
pleasing exterior there was found a brave, generous and 
patriotic heart, ever beating in unison with the good, the 
noble and the true.  In the private and social relations of life, 
Col. Gardiner was esteemed for his manly and correct 
principles and for a character of spotless integrity.  The 
deceased leaves a wife, who is a daughter of the Hon. 
Lemuel P. Cooper, of Croydon.   
     From Ayling's  - page 707: 
Gardiner, Alexander. F. and S.; b. Catskill, N.Y.; age 30; res. 
Claremont, cred. Claremont; app. Adjt. Sept. 20, '62; must. 
in Sept. 20, '62; app. Maj. Sept. 12, '63; Col. Sept. 12, '64; 
wd. Sept. 19, '64, Opequan, Va., and died, wds. 'Oct. 8, '64. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen., U.S.V., to date Sept. 19, '64, for gallant and 
meritorious services at the battle of Winchester, Va. 
 
MONTPELIER, VERMONT, WATCHMAN, 
OCTOBER 21, 1864 
 

Militia of Vermont. 
STATE OF VERMONT, EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
     Washington, D.C., Sept. 14, 1864. 
HON. EDWIN M. STANTON, 
                                         Secretary of War. 
     SIR:--I have the honor to inquire if the War Department 
will furnish say fifteen thousand rifled muskets with the 
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necessary equipments and ordnance stores complete for the 
purpose of arming the Militia of the State of Vermont in the 
event of an organization of the same at the approaching 
session of the Legislature. 
          I have the honor to be, 
               With high regard, 
                    Your obedient servant, 
                          J. GREGORY SMITH, 
                               Governor of Vermont.  
 
Vermont Journal - (Windsor, VT) - Saturday, 
October 1, 1864 
 
THE VERMONT BRIGADE IN THE BATTLES OF 
WINCHESTER AND FISHER'S HILL. 
 
     MR. EDITOR;--A private letter has been received from a 
member of the 11th regiment, which is now connected with 
the Vermont brigade, giving facts as they appear not to an 
eye-witness merely, but to an actor in the exciting scenes of 
the Shenandoah Valley, Sept. 19-22.  This letter was written 
not for publication, but for the information of "loved ones at 
home." 
 
Woodstock, 5 o'clock, Friday morn. 
     We utterly defeated the enemy last night with hardly any 
loss.  Their position was the strongest I ever saw; the whole 
affair seems simply providential.  After heavy cannonading 
and skirmishing through the day, Richetts got his Division 
into a good place close to the enemy.  We got down into the 
woods not very far off.  Crook got on to the enemy's left 
close to the mountain, and swept down their lines to the 
east--each brigade and division of us in front falling in as 
the tide reached us, and going into the chase screaming and 
yelling like a grand fox hunt, ran them off five miles without 
stopping.  Prisoners, flags and guns were taken in 
abundance.  And we followed them all night.  Our brigade 
took several guns and several flags and lots of prisoners.  
Battery 'F' of the 11th, reversed the guns in one battery and 
let the Johnnies have the benefit of their own ammunition; 
they soon, however, got out of range.  At the opening, we 
were under a heavy fire for a few minutes but lost nothing.  
A skirmish line could have held their position against an 
army." 
     You can publish this, if you think any of the fathers and 
mothers who have sons in the Vermont brigade will be 
interested in it. 
                         "Yours &c,      A. 

 
(Editor’s Note:  There is a lot more to this article.  
Hopefully I will remember to post more of it in a later 
newsletter.)  
 
Farmer's Cabinet, Amherst, NH - Friday, October 
21, 1864 
 
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENT. 
Proclamation by the Governor. 
 
     While it is my privilege to announce to the people of New 

Hampshire that the quota of our State under all calls is now 
substantially filled, I would urge upon our citizens the 
necessity of laboring with unremitting diligence till the 
Eighteenth Regiment of Infantry and the Twelfth Company 
of Heavy Artillery are filled to the maximum.  To complete 
those organizations, we now require about six hundred 
men, and we are allowed by the War Department thirty days 
in which to fill the ranks and complete the organization of 
these bodies.  Prompt, energetic and experienced officers 
have been designated to the command of the Regiment and 
company, and the Executive will spare no pains to fill them 
with New Hampshire men.  The Honorable Council have 
voted unanimously to continue the payment of the State 
bounty of $100, $200 and $300 to one, two and three years 
men, and instructed me to impress upon the towns the 
importance of similar action.  Will not our local authorities 
anticipate the wants of the Government and, even though 
no call is made, no draft pending, send to the assistance of 
our noble brethren in the field, the few men required to 
complete those organizations which have so auspiciously 
begun?  Believing that it is no time now to measure and 
weigh our [   ?  ]   to our country, and that the people of New 
Hampshire have no disposi[tion] to do so, I have promised 
the War Department that the Eighteenth Regiment shall be 
filled in thirty days. 
Given at the Council Chamber in Concord, this thirteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-four, and of the Independence of the 
United States the eighty-ninth. 
     JOSEPH A. GILMORE, GOVERNOR. 
By His Excellency the Governor. 

        ALLEN TENNY, Secretary of State.  
 

NOTES FROM OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING 
 

      We had a little late start due to the incident at the 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center the day of our RT 
meeting.  Thankfully, Gail and Ruth were able to attend our 
meeting, although a little late. 
     We had a good turnout.   We had 31 for dinner and 
another 3 for our meeting.   
     Judi Holm started things off by thanking those members 
who sent her good wishes while she was recently in the 
hospital.   
     Whitney Maxfield brought along a copy of the Times 
Argus newspaper with the very nice article in there about 
the Historical gravesites receiving a new monument written 
by David Delcore.   
     Bob Coburn’s brother-in-law passed away on August 29.   
     Jack Anderson welcomed new member, Dave Gobbi who 
also brought dessert!  Thank you also to Steve Hier for 
bringing dessert. 
     Don Streeter gave a very informative presentation on the 
NH Civil War monuments.  Don and Carolyn have been 
traveling all over NH over the years on their motorcycle 
photographing the Civil War monuments.   
     Our raffle winners were Whitney, Alice, Brian, Bob, 
Vermont, Peter, and Laura.   
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HONORING OUR ANCESTORS 
 

As we have in the past, we will be honoring our Civil War 
ancestors in the November issue of the Camp Griffin 
Gazette.  If the editor already has your information from 
previous years, there is no need to contact me.  If I don’t 
have the information, and you’re a member of the 
GMCWRT, please send me your ancestor(s) name, 
Regiment, Company, rank and how he/they are related to 
you as soon as possible. 
 
I would be more than happy to include more information if 
you have it available.   
 

WORLD WAR I GROUP 
 

This group meets monthly on the 4th Monday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Café next to the Hotel Coolidge.  If you want 
to come or want more information, contact Peter Sinclair 
[802-584-3280] or David Curtin [802-633-2536.] 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 
Beginning Balance:  $3463.19 
Expenses:   
Plates, napkins, silverware:  $25 
Speaker:  $24 (two dinners) 
Maple Street Catering : $406.95 (30 meals, tax, gratuity) 
Deposit:  $431.00 (meals, raffle) 
Petty Cash: $114 
Ending Balance:  $3552.24 
 
 
 
 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
P.O. Box 982 
White River Junction, VT  05001 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2017— March 2018 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail 
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $20.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $35.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round  Table 
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