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ALL MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELED THROUGH THE  

END OF 2020. 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, the Bugbee Center has not 
reopened yet.  We have decided to cancel all 
our meetings through the end of December 
2020.  Hopefully things will be better in 
January, and we will be able to have our 
regular meetings again.   
 
               2021 PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

May  - Patrick Falci  

VERMONT STATE FLAG BASED ON 
REGIMENTAL FLAG 

By Mark Bushnell 
 

To some, the Vermont state flag is a thing of beauty — a 
vibrant symbol of our agricultural heritage, flora and fauna. 
To others, the flag lacks originality, making it hard to 
distinguish at a distance from about two dozen other state 
flags that also feature blue backgrounds.  
Still, few would argue that the current flag isn’t an 
improvement on some earlier versions of the state flag.  

Before 1803, the state of Vermont had no official flag. That 
might seem odd to us now, in a day when we have an official 
state song, three official state rocks and an official state 
amphibian.  
But early Vermonters did have an unofficial flag of sorts. At 
the Battle of Bennington in 1777, roughly 300 Green 
Mountain Boys fought under a “star spangled green banner” 
dubbed the “Stark Flag,” in honor of their commander, Gen. 
John Stark. The flag was sage green with a blue canton (that 
rectangle in the top left corner of many flags) emblazoned 
with 13 white stars, one for each of the rebelling colonies. 
Stark kept that flag for the rest of his life. Upon his death, 
people cut up the green field for souvenirs.  
The blue canton survives in the collection of the Bennington 
Museum. 
Some believe the Green Mountain Boys’ flag was the de 
facto flag of the so-called Republic of Vermont. Few flags, if 
any, would have flown over Vermont during the 14 years 
between 1777 and 1791, when the region became the 14th 
state. Flags were expensive items, almost entirely reserved 
for military purposes. The Green Mountain Boys’ flag lives 
on today. The Vermont National Guard flies it, as does the 
state’s secessionist movement, the Second Vermont 
Republic. 
Though Vermont became a state in 1791, it waited 12 years 
before getting around to declaring a state flag for the militia 
to use. You would think a dozen years would be enough to 
come up with a pretty nifty design. What Vermonters 
devised, however, looks rather like what art students might 
create if they suddenly realized their project was overdue. 
The flag is essentially an American flag, but one crammed 
with 17 stars and stripes (representing the original 13 states, 
plus the new states of Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Ohio). But to make clear that this is a Vermont flag, the 
word “VERMONT” is stitched in capital letters along the top 
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border. Artful or not, the flag remained Vermont’s standard 
for 34 years, until the Legislature selected a new one.  
Again it seems like the deadline snuck up on the designers. 
The new version was also modeled on the American flag. 
But this one did have some improvements. The word 
“VERMONT” was removed from the flag, which featured a 
less-cluttered 13 stripes this time, to match the American 
flag. A large white star, resembling a sun, replaced the field 
of stars. And here comes the Vermonty touch: inside the 
star sat the state coat of arms. 
The coat of arms, inspired by the state seal, features a 
verdant landscape with distant mountains and a yellow sky. 
At the center of the design stands a tree, representing a 
large pine that stood on the Arlington property of Vermont’s 
first governor, Thomas Chittenden. Three sheaves of wheat 
and a red cow stand in the middle distance to represent the 
state’s agriculture — wheat was once a major Vermont crop. 
A stag’s head, presumably representing the state’s wildlife, 
tops the coat of arms. The coat of arms rests on a pair of 
evergreen branches, reminiscent of the sprigs worn for 
identification by some Vermont troops dating back to the 
American Revolution, and a banner proclaiming the state 
motto, “Freedom and Unity.” This was the official Vermont 
state flag for more than 80 years. The coat of arms was 
unique, but the stars and stripes were more than a bit 
derivative. 
In 1919, the state Legislature decided it needed to clarify 
and codify the design. It firmly stated that the star must 
have five points. The original legislation hadn’t specified 
how many points and some flag makers had created eight-
pointed stars. 
Whether five-pointed or eight, neither version of the flag 
was flown often. And when it was, few Vermonters seemed 
to notice. Many Vermonters were said to be unaware what 
the state flag even looked like. Maybe that’s because, unless 
flying in a stiff breeze, the state flag was virtually 
indistinguishable from the American flag. 
Today, few, if any, of these historical flags still exist. None 
are in the collections of the Vermont Historical Society, the 
Vermont Statehouse or the State Archives. 
If no one championed these early flags, maybe that’s 
because soldiers seem never to have carried them into 
battle. An association with battle has a way of turning a flag 
into a sacred object. The Civil War did that for the American 
flag, says Vermont historian Woden Teachout, an expert on 
the American flag and author of “Capture the Flag: A 
Political History of American Patriotism.” 
“Flags took on a whole new significance during the Civil 
War,” says Teachout. “They became almost a language unto 
themselves: a way to express meanings that were military, 
political, and even spiritual.” 
The forces clashing in the war rallied around their own 
flags. “There were flags for the North, the South, individual 
states, the abolitionists, secessionists, and those who 
wanted to preserve the Union,” notes Teachout. “And 
because of their role on the battlefield, they became a 
profound symbol of blood and sacrifice. By the end of the 
Civil War, flags were at the center of American culture.”   
At the start of the Civil War, a Vermont regiment marched 
into battle beneath a white silk flag bearing the state coat of 
arms, according to research by the late Gerald Hinckley, a 

Vermonter with a particular passion for the state flag’s 
history. Other regiments kept the coat of arms but changed 
the background color from white to blue. 
Sound familiar? It should; it’s the basis of our current state 
flag, however it wouldn’t be adopted for more than half a 
century. Only in 1923 did the Legislature decide the state 
deserved a flag that could easily be distinguished from the 
American flag, and made the Civil War-era regimental flag 
the official state flag.  
A different flag would be flying over Vermont today, 
however, if Ira Allen had had his way. Allen sought to unite 
Vermont with Canada. In 1796, Allen sailed to France and 
purchased thousands of muskets to arm French-Canadians, 
whom he hoped would overthrow the British who controlled 
the region and join with Vermont to create a new nation.  
Allen took with him a flag he planned to fly over this new 
country, which he would call United Columbia. The flag was 
comprised of five vertical strips — red, white, green, white 
and blue — merging tricolors of France with the green of 
Vermont. 
But the British seized Allen’s ship and his guns as it sailed 
for North America. His dream of creating a new nation 
crushed, Allen no longer needed his flag. 

 
Mark Bushnell is a Vermont journalist and historian. He is 
the author of Hidden History of Vermont and It Happened 
in Vermont. 
 

OLD STONE HOUSE MUSEUM 
 

Alexander Twilight Birthday Celebration Week 
Sunday, September 20- 

Wednesday, September 23  
 

Alexander Lucius Twilight was enigmatic and magnetic. He 
was driven and visionary. He was also an impressive force 
as an educator through the mid 1800’s in historic 
Brownington Village who essentially built Athenian Hall  
(the four-story granite building that would house both girls 
and boys from 1836-1858). He employed what is modernly 
described as place-based, experiential educational 
techniques. 
You may also know that Mr. Twilight was the first African 
American to serve in a state legislature and to graduate from 
a United States college (Middlebury). Mr. Twilight’s father, 
a freed Black man, fought in the Revolutionary War. Please 
Click HERE for More Information 
 
Schedule of Events  
September 20: Resolution Reading and Historic Marker 
Dedication (View Online) 
September 21: Trail and Museum Events (In-Person with 
Masks and Social Distancing) 
September 22: Community Voice (View Online) 
September 23:  Alexander Twilight Day (View Online) 
 
Details below and 
here: https://oldstonehousemuseum.org/2020-programs/ 
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109 Old Stone House Road 
Brownington, Vermont 05860 
(802) 754-2022 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 AM to 3 PM 
 
(Editor’s Note:  I’ve been asked to let our members know 
about events at the Old Stone House by Drew Fulton Bush, 
the Assistant Director there.) 
 

2021 GMCWRT JOURNEY 
On To Richmond, Part 3 

 
UPDATE! 

 
Hi, 
     Our revised trip dates are officially May 10-May 14, 2021.  
Bus, hotel, tours, and driver are all confirmed.  I have also 
added a visit to the Edgar Allen Poe Museum just to mix 
things up a little.   
     Seems a bit odd to me that at this time of year I am not in 
full-on trip prep mode, but watch out because that means I 
will have more time to add a few surprises.  :-)    Hoping you 
can all join us and bring a friend or two!   
     Most importantly, I hope all of you and your loved ones 
are safe and well. 
Best, 
Gail 
 

Summer 2020 Treasurer’s Report 
 

Starting Balance:  $2913.55 
Expenses: $500 donation to Bugbee Senior Center  
Deposit: $240.00 (dues, donations) 
Petty Cash: $135.00 
Ending Balance: $2,788.55 
 

HR 7608, Sections 442 & 443  
 

(Note:  The following is what Alice wrote to Vermont 
Senators Leahy and Sanders.  Hopefully everyone wrote to 
their senators as well!)  
 
I write as a constituent who has studied the American Civil 
War through roundtables and travel across the country for 
more than 20 years, and one who is now writing a history of 
the men from Waitsfield, VT who fought for the Union. 
 
I am STRONGLY OPPOSED to provisions in a recently-
passed House appropriations bill that will be taken up by 
the Senate after the current recess.   Those provisions (442 
& 443) of House Resolution 7608 would require the parks 
service to remove (destroy?) all statues, plaques and other 
markers of Confederate participation present on battlefields 
under NPS protection.  This is an insane ideologically-
driven attempt to revise American history.  The monuments 
under discussion, given where they are located, are not 
celebrating slavery;  they are [with statues,  etc. of Union 
leaders and soldiers] commemorating the FACT that an 
extremely deadly civil war occurred because slavery divided 
the American people politically beyond the possibility of 

compromise and appropriate civil change. 
 
I hope to hear from you that intelligent minds will reject 
these misguided House provisions.  Alice M. Evans, Ph. D. 
 
 

LOOKING BACK 
SEPTEMBER 1996 

 
September Meeting 

 
Green Mountain Civil War Round Table member Rex 
Sheldon will be the featured speaker at our September 
meeting.  Rex will tell us about The Irish Brigade of the 
Army of the Potomac.   
 
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 10th in the 
Vermont Room of the Hotel Coolidge in downtown White 
River Junction, Vermont.   
 
Cedar Mountain and Second Manassas Seminar 
and Tour 
 
Jack Anderson/Heritage Link is offering another tour!  This 
one will feature the battles of Cedar Mountain and Second 
Manassas, both important Confederate victories which set 
the stage for Lee’s 1862 Maryland Campaign.  Tour 
participants will be able to see first hand the ground at 
Cedar Mountain, Thoroughfare Gap, the Bull Run 
Mountains, the Plains of Manassas and the Second 
Manassas battlefield. 
 
Volunteers are being recruited for the fall clean up of our 
Gettysburg Adopt-A-Position site.  The GMCWRT will be 
sending a crew down on Columbus Day Weekend, October 
12-14.  If you can help, please contact Gail Blake.   
 

From The Gettysburg Times 
 Out of the Past column. – Sept. 13, 1906 

 
The reunion of the Blue and Gray to be held here Saturday 
next, Sept 15 promises to be a most interesting affair. 
 Pickett's Division Association will arrive here from 
Richmond, VA., on a special train about 1 o'clock Saturday 
afternoon , and the Philadelphia Brigade Association is 
expected to arrive about the same time.  After partaking of 
dinner, both associations will journey to the "Bloody Angle," 
where the reunion will be held and at which time and place, 
the Philadelphia Brigade Association will turn over General 
Armistead's sword to Pickett's Association at the spot where 
it was received from General Armistead 43 years ago. 
 

 
U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 

MAY 29, 1995 
 

According to an article from U.S. News & World Report 
dated May 29, 1995 some 40,000 ex-Confederates 
emigrated to Latin America rather than endure 
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Reconstruction.  About half ended up in Brazil, since they 
still  permitted slavery.  The Confederados' descendents 
hold a festival every spring to celebrate their heritage.  
Supposedly some 100,000 Brazilians, white and black, 
claim Confederate heritage, and they display the battle flag 
as their symbol. 
 

RICHMOND DISPATCH 
MAY 25, 1863 

 
-- During the past week a gentleman called upon the 
President and solicited a pass for Richmond. "Well," said 
the President, "I would be very happy to oblige you, if my 
passes were respected; but the fact is, sir, I have, within the 
past two years, given passes to two hundred and fifty 
thousand men to go to Richmond, and not one has got there 
yet." The applicant quietly and very respectfully withdrew 
on his big toes.-- 
 

WWI GROUP 
 

MEETINGS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED! 
 
 
IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YOUR 2020-2021 
DUES, PLEASE MAIL A CHECK FOR THOSE  
DUES TO GAIL BLAKE!  THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Mountain Civil War Round Table 
March 2020— March 2021 Membership Rates 

 
 Name:____________________________  
 
 Address: __________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 ________________________________  
 
 Home Phone _______________________  
 
 Work Phone________________________  
 
 E-mail    
address______________________________ 
 
 __ Single $25.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Student $10.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Two Person $40.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Family $50.00 (includes newsletter) 
 __ Newsletter subscription alone – ten issues $10.00 
 
     Is this a   new membership ___ 
  renewal ___ 
Please make checks payable to:  Green Mountain Civil War 
Round Table and mail to: 
 
GAIL BLAKE 
55 ORIZZONTO ROAD 
WHITE RIVER JCT., VT 05001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


